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THE AFRICAN 

AT HOME-AT SEA-IN THE COLONIES. 


“Truth is immortal as thy soulj and Fable 
As fleeting as thy joys.” 

This is a reprint of a work published in 1791, founded en¬ 
tirely on facts stated before a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons of England ; and, as slavery is still the same, it 
is thought needful, at this time in this country, to expose its 
criminality. As those who follow the religion of the Lord 
Jesus Clirist are commtinded to “abhor that which is evil,'' 
(Rom. xii. 9,) so it is said of the wicked man, that he “ abhor- 
reth not evil," Psalm xxxvi. 4. Wo now see men of those two 
opposite views displaying their characters ; such as disapprove 
of slavery, and who are called Aholiiioyiisti at this time, whose 
names are cast out as evil for righteousness’ sake—may find 
something here to confirm them in well-doing; while such as 
approve of it, or apologize for it, may, perhaps, find something 
leading them to reflection. The servants of God are taught to 
expect treatment similar to that suffered by their Master while 
reproving sin,—“ Me it hateth," said the Savior, “ because I 
testify of it, that the works thereof are evil," John vli. 7. “It 
is enough for the disciple that he he as his Mastw," Matthew 
X. 25. The work is humbly recommended to the reading 
public. j. H. 

1855. 



“Go, thou minute 

Devoted page! Go forth among thj’- foes; 

Go nobly fond of martyrdom for truth. 

And die a double death ; mankind, incens’d, 
Denies thee long to live ; nor shalt thou rest. 
When thou art dead ; iu Stygian shades arraign’d. 
By Lucifer, as traitor to his throne; 

And bold blasphemer of his friend—the world ; 
The -world, -whose legions cost him slender pay. 
And volunteers around his banner s-warm.” 

Night Thought$, 



PREFACE, 


In consequence of the numerous petitions which were sent to 
Parliament from different counties, cites, and towns of Great Bri¬ 
tain, in the rear 1788, for the abolition of the slave trade, it was 
determined by the House of Commons to hear evidence upon that 
subject. 

The slave merchants and planters accordingly brought forward 
several persons as witnesses, the first in behalf of the continuance 
of the slave trade, the latter in defence of the colonial slavery. 
These were heard and examined in the years 1789 and 1790, 

Several persons were afterwards called on the side of the peti¬ 
tioners of Great Britain, to substantiate the foundation of their seve¬ 
ral petitions, and to invalidate several points of the evidence 
which fhe others had offered. These were examined in the years 
1790 and 1791. 

This abstract is then made up from the evidence of the latter, in 
which little other alteration has been made, than that of bringing 
things on the same point into one chapter, which before lay scat- 
terecT in different parts of the evidence; and this has been aone to 
enable the reader to see eveiy branch of the subject in a clear and 
distinct shape. 

The evidence for Africa and the Middle Passage, on the side Of 
the petitionere of Great Britain, is given by persons who have 
been to almost all the conspicuous parts of Africa, from the river 
Senegal to Angola. Many of them have had great opportunities 
of information, from having been resident on shore, or navingbeen 
up and down the different rivers, or from having made each of them 
several voyages. Among these, as well as among those who have 
only had the opporinnity perhaps of a single voyage, are to be 
reckoned several respectable persons of education, observation, 
and leisure, and it is to be observed, that the information of the 
whole goes to things at different periods from the year 1754 to 1789. 
The evidences again for the We.st Indies and America are numer¬ 
ous and respectable. Many of them liave had the advantage of 
being resident there for years, and the information which they 
have given, extends to things as they were at various times from 
1753 to 1790. Of all these it must be said, that thev are totally 
disinUrested persons, and, therefore, can have had not^ling to bias 
them, either one way or the other, in the evidence they have given. 
The editor, on the other hand, feels it incumbent upon him to ac¬ 
knowledge, that some of them came up as evidences, from a sense 
of duty, and this agcAnst their own apparent interest, and under the 
uireaUs and prospect of steering considerably for such a conduct. 
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Of the evidences, on the other hand, brought forward by the 
slave merchants and planters, there are few indeed who are not 
deeply interested in the testiinany they hav'e ;ijiven, and the event of 
the decision. In the African part of the question, all but two are 
immediately concerned in the slave trade, and, in the West Indian, 
the admirals only can be fairly accepted. Ami of wnatdoes their 
information consist but of round and general assertions, Avithout 
any specific facts? These as.sertions, however, are in behalf of 
the planters, and tend to prove the coraibrto and happiness of tlieir 
slaves. 

We have no right to suppose that persons of their character had 
any intention of misleading the public in a question of so much 
importance to the interests of mankind; but we may suppose that, 
in their situation, they had Utile or no opportunity of observing the treat¬ 
ment of the slaves; and this is actually tiie fact. The adrnirals, when 
bn shore, were almost entirely in the towns. JIow all the evi¬ 
dences for the petitioners of England are unanimous in a.sserting 
that the slaves in the towns appear to be better treated than those in 
the conntr 3 ^ Hence, the admirals may have been in some mea¬ 
sure warranted in saying what they have done, but they ought to 
have observed that their evidence related to but a partial and not 
the general body of the slaves, and that their opportunities of information 
were exceedingly limited and confined. 

When, however, they went into the country, their situation 
again precluded them from getting the same infortuation as other men. 
Mr. H. Ross, examined among others, says : that as to the infor¬ 
mation which may have been gotten by those holding high com¬ 
mands in the West Indie.s, he cannot speak decidedly; but if it be 
meant to know whether such, on occasional visits to estates, were 
likely to obtain a thorough knowledge of the treatment of slaves, 
he thinks they could not. He has often accompanied governors and ad¬ 
mirals ill their tours there. The estates vi.‘=?ited, belonging to persons 
of distinction, might be supposed under the best management. Besides, 
all possible care would be taken to keep every disgusting object from 
view, and on no account, by the exercise of the Avliip or other punish¬ 
ments, to harrow up fhefeelinqs of persons of such distinction. 

The above accounts show that the rank and situation of the admi¬ 
rals precluded them from seeing as much as others, or, in other 
words, that their opportunities of in formation were not as great as those 
of other men. Many other circumstances may be cited to prove the 
same thing. Among these are the preambles and clauses of certain 
laws and extracts from the West Indian public prints. To begin 
with the former: 

Bahama Islands. —So lately as in 17S4, it was enacted there, that 
" if any slave i?hall absent him or herself from his or her owner, for 
the space of three months successively, such slave shall be deemed 
an out-law, and, as an encouragement to apprehend and bring to 
justice such runaways, any person or persona who shall apprehend 
any such runaway, either alive or dead, shall be paid out of the pub¬ 
lic treasury twenty pounds, for every slave so apprehended and 
taken,” <feo. ^ 

St. Chuistopher’s. —“An act to prevent the cutting off or depriv- 


Priry Ccundrii Reporf, Part HI. 



PREFACE. 


vii 

ing any slaves in this island of any of their litabs or members, 
or otherwise disabling them.”—Passed March li, 1784 : 

“ W/wreas, somu persons have of late been guilty of cutting off 
and depriinng slaves of their cars, which practice is contrary to the 
principles of humanity and dishonorable to society; for preven¬ 
tion whereof in future, be it enacted by the Governor, &c. That 
if any owner or possessor of any negro, or other slave in this 
island, shall willfully and wantoidy cut or disable, or cause or 
procure lo be cut out or disabled, the tongue; put out, or cause or 
procure lo be put out, an eye; slit the nose, ear, or Up, or cut off a 
nose, ear, or lip, or cause the same to be done ; or break, or cause 
to be broken, the arm, leg, or any other limb or vietnber of any negro, 
&c. The penalty is <£500 currency, or about £300 sterling, and 
six months imprisonment.”* 

Baeuadoes. —“An act to prevent distempered, maimed, and 
worn out negroes, from infesting the towns, slreeis, and highways 
of thi: island.”—Passed January 18,1785: 

‘'Whereas, it ha.s, for .some time past, been the cruel practice of 
some persons possessing negroes, who, from their old age and injir- 
matifs, are incapahle of further service to their inhu.Mau owners, to 
djive them from their plantations to beg, steal, or starve, which said 
unhappy objects are daily infesting the public streets (.*f the several 
towns in this island,” &c. The penalty to such owner is £5 cur¬ 
rency, or about £3 12s. sterling • and the act ordains that these 
unhappy objects shall be taken home to their masters, f 

Guknada, 1788.—“ Whereas, the laws heretofore made for the 
protection of slaves have been found insufficient; And, whereas, 
humanity and the interest of the colony require that salutary and 
adequate regulations and provisions should be adopted for render¬ 
ing their servitude as limited and easy as possible, and for pro¬ 
moting the increase of their population, as the most likely means 
of removing, in the course of time, the necessity of further importations 
of negroes froftn Africa; And, whereas, these desirable ends cannot 
be so effectually obtained as by prescribing reasonable bounds to the 
power of masters, and others having the charge of slaves, by com- 
pelling them sufficiently and properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain 
them,” (fee. 

As to the extracts from the West Indian public prints, the 
following, among many others, may suffice: 

From the Jamaica paper, called the Cornwall Chronicle, of De¬ 
cember 29, 1787, it appears, that an addition to the Consolidated 
Slave Law was proposed in these terms: 

Whereas, the extreme cruelties and inhumanity of the managers, 
overseers, and book-keeepers of cstate.s, liave frequently driven 
slaves into the woods, and occasioned rebellions and internal in¬ 
sun ections, to the great prejudice of the proprietors, and the mani¬ 
fest danger of the lives of the inhabitants of this island; for 
prevention whereof, be it enacted,” Jtc. “And, whereas, also, it 
frequently happens, that slaves come to their death by hasty and severe 
blows, and other improper treatment, of overseers and book-keepers, 
in th heat of passion, and, when such accidents do happen, the 
victims are entered in the plantation-books, as having died of 
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convulsions, fits, or other causes not to be accounted for, and to conceal 
tlic real truth of the cansic of the death of such slave or slaves, 
he or they is or are immedintdij put under ground f' &c. 

The membei’, Mi*. Gray, wJio introduced the above, premised, 
“That, to his own certain knowledge, very unnatural punishments 
were aften iidlicted on negroes; and that, in several instances, he had 
been obliged to interpose as a magistrate, to prevent actual rebellion 
from such inhuman treatment. 

In the Jamaica paper, called the Gazette of St. Jago de la Vega, 
dated October 11, I7d7, we nniuber ninety-seven runaway slaves 
advertised, viz; forty-five “branded,” and fifty-two without 
“ brands.” Among the former is “ William, marked on the right 
shoulder, R i\, heart and diamond between, and on the left, R A, 
heart at top; ” also, “ Batty, on both shoulders, H P, in one,” 
and “ Guy, marked on the right shoulder, W D, and on the left, 
I H.” In the same Gazette, dated November 8, 1767, there are 
noticed twenty-three runaways marked, and forty-four unmarked. 
Among those marked is “Apollo, W S, on his face and breasts; ” 
“Robert, R P, on each check, and Kingston, mai-ked YORKE on 
each shoulder and breast.” We find in the Cornwall Chronicle 
of Jamaica, dated December 15, 1778, “eighty four runaways 
advertised, thirteen of whom only are branded.” Among 
these are “Pompey, a creole negro man, maiked, on both shoul¬ 
ders and breasts, M L, diamond on top;” James, a carpenter, 
“branded on both checks;” and ‘m'' illy, belonging to the King, 
marked broad arroAv, on the shoulder.” In the Kingston .Morning 
Post, of April 8, 1789, seven runaways, from one owner, are ad¬ 
vertised, namely : “a fisherman, a tailor, a shipwright, a seam¬ 
stress, and three other wenches.” In the same paper, we find 
“an old gray-headed Coromantee man,” a runaway; also another 
tailor “marked on both shoulders I T, and right shoulder, 
R G.” In the Cornwall Chronicle of October 10, 17S9, a runa¬ 
way is advertised, named Prince, “ branded on the back, with 
a cattle mark TH.” In the Kingston Morning Post, of November 
4, 1789, we find again, seven runaways, from.one proprietor, viz : 
“ an old woman with her two sons and two daughters, one of them 
very big with child,” also a fiehl negro and a carpenter. In the 
supplement to the Cornwall Chronicle of November 7, 1789, there 
are one hundred and thirty-five runaways advertised, viz : forty- 
eight wdth;, and eighty-seven without brands. Of the former some 
have two, three, and jour brands in their face, breasts, and shoulders. 
One in particular is “ marked D E, on both cheeks and left shoul¬ 
der.” Among those not branded is “ a woman with a wooden-leg.” 
One man is distinguished by having “ both ears cropt," and another 
by *‘his noseand ears being cut off.” In the Jamaica Daily Advertiser, 
of Febuary 11, 1791, we find six runaw'ays advertised by one 
owner, viz. two men and one w’onian, besides a girl child of one 
of the latter. Both the men and two of the women are of one 
family, being an old w'ornen, her brother, her son, and her grand 
nephew (marked R D C) and who absented themselves at dilferent 
times. An advertisomciit in the Jamaica Daily Advertiser, of Feb- 
itary 24, 1791, begins thus : “ Febuary 22, 1791, Escaped on Sun¬ 
day last with a chain and collar round las neck, a negro man of the 
Mandingo country, marked TY, 4 on top,” &c. 
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In the Barhadoes Gazette, of Jauiiavy 14, 17S4, the reader will 
find this advertisement: 

“ Absented herself from the service of the subscriber, a yellow- 
ekin negro wench, named Sarah Derural,” whose person and sur¬ 
mised place of concealment being very particularly described, the 
advertisement ends with these words “whoever will apprehend the 
said wench, AUVE or DEAD, shall receioe two midores reward from 
“Joseph Chaeles Howaud/’ 

The clauses, preambles, and advertisements just cited will, it is 
presumed, without any further extracts, bring additional convic¬ 
tion to the mind of the reader, that the admirals could have known 
little or nothing/ about the treatment of the slaves during their residence 
in the Island ; for they show, first, that the slaves have been in¬ 
sufficiently fed, lodged, and clothed; that they have been under 
the power of the master and overseer to an unreasonable degree; 
th iL :hey have been often turned adrift, when incapable of labor, 
“ b) beg, steal or starve; ” that their ears and noses have beeir slit 
and cut off; that they have been also otherwise disfigured as well 
as deprived of limbs and members; that they have been suddenly 
murd'ered and buried, and that in some cases, whore they have run 
away, rewards have been offered to indifferent persons to bring 
them fo their owners alive or dead. They show, secondly, that 
these diffe’.ent circumstances have happe..ed, and that many of 
them rail it have been notorious, (or why were laws introduced by 
the colonists themselves for their prevention V) since the year 1783, 
for the dates of the several acts or advertisenents are in 1764,1785, 
1787, 1788, 1789 and 1791. But if they must have been notorious 
since the year 1783, it is clear, (the treatment of the slaves having 
improved, though not kept pace with the in provementof the age,) 
that they must have been equally notorious previous to the year 1783, 
that is to say, at the very time the admirals were in the different 
islands with their respective fleets. Now the admiralsare as silent 
about these notorious facts in their evidence, as if they had never 
existed at all. If they knew them and concealed them (which we 
cannot believe) their evidence is unworthy of respect upon this oc¬ 
casion; and if they did not know them, it only confirms ^yhat has 
been said Viefore, that they had not the same opportunities as other nen, 
and that they were the.-efore incompetent as evidences upei, so 
great a question. 

The admirals again have shown themselves egregiously igno¬ 
rant of a most notorious law, a law, too, which exists at the present 
day, namely, “that the evidence of a slave is not valid against 
any white man ” Had they been acquainted wi.h this they would 
have perceived instantly that it was in any master’s jiower to * 
torture, or even murder his slave, with irnpunify, and this in the 
sight of a thousand black spectators, provided, ho only took care 
that no white person beheld him. Had they known this, they 


* Though the readev has seen law.s enacted to prevent masters from cutting off 
the ears and noses of their slaves, and being guilty of other ciaellies, he is not to 
imagine that the master cannot do them now as heretofore; for it is clear that 
while a slave’s evidence is not admissible against a white man, ho may do thim 
with impunity at the present day. 
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would have perceived the unprotected state of the slaves, and 
would never have spoken us they have. It is impossible, therefore, 
that they could have become acquainted with thi.s law, and this 
only Ini ngs us to tJie same couclusiou as before, viz: their iiica- 
pacdij as ccidcnces on the subject of the treatment of the slaves. 

Before tlic preface Is closed, it may be necessary to anticipate 
that some one may ask the editor why he has given in this ab¬ 
stract the evidence on the part of the petitioners only, and omitted 
that which has been adduced on the other side. Tolliis the editor 
might reply, that it is the busine. s of the slave merchants and 
planters, if they think their case defensible by the evidence they 
have produced, to do it, but he would rather Avish to reply, that 
IT IS UNNECESSARY ,* for admitting the witnesses on the part of the 
slave merclianls and planters never to have seen among them all even 
one single instance of enormity, either in Africa, or on the Middle Pas¬ 
sage, o:’ in Ihe West Indies, (which none of them will pretend to 
assert,) this negative co.n make nothing against the numberless posi¬ 
tive and specific facts mentioned in this abstract to have fallen under 
the eyes of the witnesses on the other side. These positive and 
specific instances must, therefore, still stand unconiradicted and true. 
They must still stand as having positively happened: and if but a 
small part of them only did ever happen, this small part would 
be a sufficient reason for the abolition of the slave trade. 




AN 


ALPHABETICAL LIST 

OK TUi: 

NAMES OF THE WITNESSES 

EXAMINED BY THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOl'SE OF COMMOHS, 

ON THE PART OF THE 

PETITIONERS OF ORE IT BRITAIN, 


FOR THE 

ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Bailbik, George, Esq., resided twenty-five years in, South Caro¬ 
lina and Georgia, first as a merchant, afterwards as a planter, 
and then as Commissary-General oiAleorgia. He was in Ja¬ 
maica also from about December, 1778, to February or March, 
1779.—Book III. p. 181, of the Original Evidence.* 

Beverly, William, £sq., Lincoln’s Ton, was born in Virginia, nnd 
lived there the first sixteen years of his life; he returned 
1786, and resided afterwards above two yeai.'j in di.fierent parts 
of America—IV. 215. 

Botbam, Henry, Esq., went to the West Indies in 1779, and, in 
about two years, visited all the islands, Engli&b and French, 
and was employed by government in GranaAa. Ho directed ' 
sugar estate for a short time in the West Indies, but he _^ar- 
'» ried on sugar works many years at Bencoolen in tire 
Indies.—IV. 241. „ „ 

Bowman, Mr. John, was in the African employ from 1765 to 1770, 
mostly on the Windward Coast, as third, second, and chief mate. 
He was also eight mouths resident as a factor at the head of the 
river Sierra Leon, and seventeen or eighteen months at that of 
the river Scassus in Africa.—IV. 112. 


* The evidence, according to the method in which it was printed for the House 
of Commons, ii) divisible into four parts: the Roman capitals, therefore, shew the 
part in which the evidence of the person is to be found, and the figures the page 
where it begins, for the satisfaction of such as may be in posseasioa of ?he original 
books. 
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CLAniAM, John, Esq., wiis upwards of twenty years ir. ifaryiand 
—IV. 249. 

Clappesox, Mr. Thomas, was at Jamaica in i7'*2 and l/6'3, and 
from 17fi8 to 1778, and from 1786 to 1789. For the first two 
years he was in the seafaring line, but the rest of the time as 
wharfinger and pilot.—IV. 207. 

Oeaxtox, Sir. Ecuoide, sailed in the Garland, for Africa, in 1788, 
as surgeon’s mate, and there, on the Bonny Coast, commenced 
surgeon to the Young Hero, slave vessel.—IV'. 2.3. 

Cook, Captain, of the 89Lh regiment, was in Barbadoes, St. Lucia, 
St. Kitt’s, (fee., in 1780 and 1781.—IV. 199. 

Cook, Mr. Mark, arrived in Jamaica in 1774. s'lcl left in 1790 ; 
was three years in the planting business : (.be rest of the time 
as clerk and sclioolraaster there.—IV. 889. 

CooE, HE.xnv, Gent., was in Jamaica fifteen years, ending in 1774, 
as a millwright, chiefly in Westmoreland, but did business in 
three other parishes.—IV'". 69, 

Crew, Hobert, Esq., is a native of Virginia, and always resided 
there till 1783.—IV. 250. 

DalryMple, Hexry Hew, Esq., was lieutenant in the 75th regi¬ 
ment, in garrison at Goree, and on various parts of the Coast, 
from May to the end of September, 1779. He was, on his pas¬ 
sage to the West Indies, in a slave vessel two months. He was 
three times in the West Indies; in 1773, at Grenada, six 
months ; in 1779 and 1780 at Antigua, Barbadoes, Tobago, St. 
Lucia, and St. Christopher’s ; anc, iii 1788 and 1789, at Grena¬ 
da, Cariacou, St. Vivicent's, and Tobago.—HI. 291, 

Davies, The Rev. Mr., resided at Barbadoes fourteen years , the 
three last learning the management of a sugar estate ; he left it 
twenty-one years ago.—IV. 185. 

Davisox, Baker, lieutenant of^the late 79th regiment, was in Ja¬ 
maica from the middle of 1771 to the end of 1783, except a few 
months on the Spanish Main. He also practiced surgery in 
Jamaica.—IV. 150. 

Dove, Mr. William. \vas, in 1769, on a voyage to the coast of Af¬ 
rica for slaves. From 1774 to 1783 he resided at Boston and 
New York.—III. lOO. 

Douglas, Mr. Jonx, boatswain of the Russel man-of-war, was one 
voyage to the coast of Africa for slaves in 1771.—IV. 121. 

Duxcax, Mr. WiLLi.vM, was in Antigua from January, 178.5, to 
July, 1789, first as clerk in a store for six or eight months, af¬ 
terwards as overseer for about two years and a lialf. The rest 
of the tiro he kept a store for hini-self.—IV. 141. 

Ellisox, Mr. Hexry, gunner of the Resistance man-of-war, was 
in the slave-trade from 1759 to 1770. He has been in many 
West India Islands, particularly Barbadoes and Jamaica, He 
has also been many voyages to Virginia and Maryland, and 
often on the tobacco plantations while the slaves weiv at work. 
--III. 361. 

Palo ixbridge, Mr. Alevaxpeu, surgeon, was four voyage.s to Af¬ 
rica for slave.s, from 1780 or 1781 to 1787. In the first he was 
taken to Cape Mount in the Tartar. The other three were 
regular voyages.—II. 5S1. 
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FmMAUEiCE, Mr. William, vtvls in Jamaica from Juu?, 1771, to 
March, 1766, as overseer the last ten years, but the former part 
of the time book-keeper, except for the lirst six mouths, when 
he was clerk to a store in Kingsion.—IV. 205. 

Forster, Mr. Robert, was in every British island, except Jamaica ; 
in all about six years, ending about 1778 ; tlie first four years 
he was apprentice in a store in St. John’s, Antigua, the rest of 
the time a mid.shiprnan, and second master, and pilot, of the 
king’s brig Endeavor. He lived among the town slaves, and 
often went to collect debts and visit managers in the country. 
When in the king’s ship, he spent much of his time among 
thera.~IV. 129. 

Giles, Mr, John, farmer, near Hay, Brecknockshire, was in Mont¬ 
serrat from 1757 to 1762, in Grandterie in 1763, in Grenada 
i764 and part of 1765, in North America the rest of 1765, in St. 
Croix from 1774 to 1778.—IV. 74. 

Giles, Captain, of the l9th regiment of foot, was in Bavbadoes, 
Antigua, St. Lucia, and Jamaica, from June, 1772, to 1790, ex¬ 
cept about fourteen or fifteen months in England.—IV, 103. 

Hall, Captain, of the royal navy, v-ms at Barbaaoes and the Lee¬ 
ward Islands from 1769 to 1773, and from 1780 to 1782 at those 
places, and at Jamaica and St. Domingo.—IV. 99. 

Hall, Captain John Ashely, now in the West India trade from 
London, was in the African trade from 1772 to 1776, inclusive. 
He made two voyages to Africa for slaves as third, second, and 
chief mate.—II. 513. 

Harrison, M. D., was upwards of ten years in Jamaica, from 1755 
to 1765, and in America from 1765 to 1778, and in the medical 
line in both.—IV, 44, 

Hills, Captain John, of the royal navy, was at Goree and up the 
Gambia', as commander of his majesty’s sloop Zephyr, at the 
end of 1781 and beginning of 1782, in all about six months.— 
III. 176. 

How, Anthony Pantaleo, Esq., was in Africa in 1785 and 1786, 
chiefly on the Gold Coast, in the Grampus man-of-war, em¬ 
ployed by government as a botanist.—III. 219. 

Jackson, Robert, M. D., went to Jamaica in 1774, and-resided 
there four years, chiefly at Savanna-la-Mar, where he practiced 
medicine. His profession led him daily eight or ten, or more, 
miles into the country. Ho has occasionally been in most parts 
of the island. He went also to America “to join his regiment 
(the 71st) in 1778, with which he v^eiit througli all the southern 
provinces.—III. 54. 

"kffreys, Mr. Nxnian, master in the royal navy, was at Jamaica 
in 1773, Tobago 1774, Jamaica 1775, Grenada 1776, Tortola 1779, 
as mate of a West Indiaman, and employed in taking off sugars 
from the different estates, but in 1782 Antigua, and St. Kitt’s 
in 1783, and at Jamaica a few days in 1784, in the royal navy. 
—III. 231. 

Kiern.an, James, Esq., was in Africa in 1775, 1776,1777, and 1778, 
to learn the nature of the trade, to carry it on. He resided on 
the river Senegal.—IV. 237. 
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Lioyd, Oaptaiii Thomas, in the royal navy, was in the West Id 
dies in 1779, He commanded his majesty’s ship Glasgow, and 
was burnt out of her in Montego Bay, Jamaica.—IV. 147. 

Millar, Mr. Gpzorge, gunner of hi.s majesty’s ship Pegase, has 
been in Africa. His last voyage was to Old Calabar in 1767, 
in the ship Canterbury, Captain Sparkes.—III. 385. 

Morely, Mr. James, gunner of his raajesty’.s ship Medway, rnadi! 
six voyages to Africa, the first in 1766, the last in 17"76. He 
has been ever since in the king’s service He has visited most 
parts of Africa from the beginnine: of the Gold Coast to An¬ 
gola.—III. 149. 

Newtox, The Rev. John, rector of St, Mary, Woolnoth, made five 
voyages to Africa; in the last, in 1754, he was master of a 
clave ship. He lived on shore about a year and a half, chiefly 
at the island of Plantanes, at the mouth of the river Sherbro.— 
III. 137. 

Hicholls, The Rev. Robert Boucher, dean of Middleliam, York¬ 
shire, was born in. Barbadoes, and resided there some years in 
his youth, and two years after he was of ago, from 1768 to 1770, 
when in holy orders. In his last residence, he lived on a very 
large plantation, and observed the management of that and the 
surrounding estates.—III. 326. 

Parker, Mr. Isaac, ship-keeper of the Melarapus frigate, sailed in 
1764 to the river Gambia, and In 1765 to Old Calabar. He lived 
five months on shore at Hew Calabar. He has been more than 
once in the West Indies, in Jamaica, Barbadoes, Antigua, the 
Grenadas, <fec.—III. 122. 

Rooke; Major-General, was in Africa, at Goree, from May 6, to 
August 16, 1779.—III. 45. 

Rees, The Rev. Thomas Gwynn, arrived at Barbadoes in the <»nQ 
of 1782, as chaplain of his majesty’s ship Princess Amelia. 
During the six weeks he was there, he visited the plantations 
within four or five miles of Bridgetown. He was between two 
and three months also at St. Lucia.—III, 247. 

Ro.ss, Hercules, Esq., resided from 1761 to 1782 chiefly in Ja 
maica, and occasionally in Hispaniola. He was in every parish 
in the former island.—IV. 252. 

Ross, Captain Robert, was from 1762 to 1786 in Jamaica. He 
was for three years and a half a book-keeper, and afterwards 
an overseer on three estates. He then commanded a company 
of rangers for six years. In 1772 lie settled a property of his 
own, and resided on it from 1781 to 1786.—IV. 63, 

Sav.agk.. John, Esq., resided in Carolina from 1723 to 1775.—IV 
247. 

Scott, Captain Alexander, oi the royal navy, was from Senegal 
to Cape Coast in his majesty’s ship Merlin, in 1769. He has 
also been in the West Indies.—IV. 178. 

Simpson, Lieutenant John, of the marines, went out in his majes¬ 
ty’s ship Adventure, and was on the coast of Africa, chiefly 
from Geitra Crue to Accra, in 1788 and 1789.—^IV. 40. 

Smith, Captain John Samuel, of the royal navy, was in the West 
Indies in 1772, 1777, and 1778 for above a year altogether.— 

136, 
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Storey, Lieutenant Richard, in the royal navy, vras from 176d to 
1770, on every part of the Coast from St. Leon to the liver 
Gabon.—IV. 3. 

Stuart, The Rev. James, visited many of the West India islands, 
Englisli and Frenoh, in 1768 and*’1772, when he returned to 
America. He had a twenty yeans’ acquaintance with the con¬ 
dition of slaves upon that continent.— iV. 175. 

Terry, Mr. John, was in Grenada from 1776 to 1790, the first 
seven or eight years as an overseer, then a manager.*—IV. 107. 

Terry, Mr. Matthew, w\as lour years in Dominique as bookkeeper 
and over.seer, one at Tobago as land-surveyor, in the king's ser¬ 
vice, and seven in Grenada, ending in 1781, as a colony aur- 
veyor.—IV. 82. 

Thompson, Captain Thomas Bolton, of the royal n'''^y, was se¬ 
cond lieutenant of the Grampus in 1784, 1785, a* 1786, and 
commanded his majesty’s ship the Nautilus in 1787, in carry¬ 
ing out the black poor to Sierra Leone, where he was from the 
beginning of May to the end of September.—III. 167. 

Tottenham, Major-General, went out to the West ladies in 1779, 
with four regiments under his command. He was about twenty« 
months in Barbadoe.s, and some time at St. Lucia, St. Kitt’s, 
and St. Eustatius.—III. 125. 

Town, 'Mr. James, carpenter of his majesty’s ship Syren, made 
two voyages in 1760 and 1768 to the Isles de Los and Grand 
Cape Mount. In the first he was between seven and eight 
months on the Coast as a boy; in the second, as carpenter, he 
staid more than six months.—IV. 15. 

Trotter, Thomas, M. D., surgeon in the royal navj’-, was a voyage 
in the African slave-trade, from Liverpool, in 1783, as surgeon 
of the Brookes, Captain Noble. He was ten rnontlis on the 
Coast.—HI. 80. 

Wadstrom, Charles Bicuns, Esq., chief director of tlie assay office 
in Sweden, was in Africa near three months, in 1787 and 1788, 
with Dr. Spaarman, engaged by the king orSw'cdeu to make 
discoveries.—^TII. 18 and 19. 

Wilson, Captain Thomas, of the royal navy, was between five and 
.six months in Africa, between Cape Blanco and the river Gam¬ 
bia, in 1783 and 1784, as commander of his maje.sty’s ship Race¬ 
horse : he was sent out to embark the troops and stores from' 
Goree.—III. 3 and 4. 

Wilson, Mr. Isaac, surgeon in the navy, made one voyage to Af¬ 
rica in tho Elizabeth, Smith, from London. He sailed the lOth 
of May, 1788, and returned 6th December, 1789.—II. 561. 

Woodward, George, Esq., is both an owner and mortg.agee of 
property in Barbadoes, where he resided in 1782 and 1783, and 
was also there in 1777.—IV. 233. 

Woodward, Mr. Joseph, was in Barbadoes in 1788, 1789, and 
1790.—IV. 236. 


* The chief person who superintend.s a sug.-ir estate, is called, in Jamaica, the 
overseer, and in the Windward Islands, the manager, where the driver is often 
called overseer. 
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WooLRiCH, Thomas, Esq., was in tho West Indies from 1753 to 
1773: but in the interim took throe trips to England, and two 
to America. He ivas in the mercantile line, chiefly at Tortola, 
He was also occasionally at Burbadoes, Antigua, and St. Kitt’s. 
III. 264. 

Young, Sia George, captain in the royal navy, was four voyages 
to Africa, in 1767,1768, 1771, and 1772, from Cape Blanco to 
Cape Lopez, including every English settlement, and some 
Dutch.—III. 205. 



MANNER OF MAKING SLAVES FROM THE RIVER SENEGAL 
TO THE rivj:r AMBRIS, 
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ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TBADE. 


CHAPTER I. 

The enormities committed by the natives of Africa on the persons 
of one another, to procure slaves for the Europeans—proved by 
the testimony of such as have visited that Continent,—and con¬ 
firmed by accounts from the slaves themselves, after their arri¬ 
val in the West Indies. 

The trade for slaves, (says Mr. IvicTiian) in the river 
Senega], was chiefly with the Moors, on tlie northern banks, 
who got them very often by war, and not seldom by kid¬ 
napping; that is, lying in wait near a village, where there 
was no open war, and seizing whom they could. 

He has often heard of villages, and seen theremainsof 
such, broken up by making the people slaves. 

That the Moors used to cross the Senegal to catch the 
negroes, Avas spoken of at Fort Louis as notorious ; and he 
has seen instances of it where tlie persons so taken Avere 
ransomed. 

General Rooke says, that kidnapping took place in the 
neighborhood of Goree. It Avas spoken of as a common 
practice. It Avas reckoned disgraceful there, but he cannot 
speak of the opinion about it on the continent. lie remem¬ 
bers tAvo or three instances of negroes being brought to 
Goree, who had been kidnapped, but he could not discover 
by Avhom. At their oavu request he immediately sent them 
back. 
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Mr. Dalrymple found that the great droves (called caf- 
fellas or caravans) of slaves brought from inland, by way 
of Galam, to Senegal and Gambia, were prisoners of war. 
Those sold to vessels at Goree, and near it, were procured 
cither by the grand pillage, the lesser pillage, or by rob¬ 
bery of individuals, or in consequence of crimes. The grand 
pillage is executed by the Ivin^-’s soldiers, from three hun¬ 
dred to three thousand at a time, wdto attack and set fire 
to a village, and seize the inhabitants as they can. The 
smaller parties generally lie in wait about the villages, and 
take off all they can surprise; which is also done by indi¬ 
viduals, who do not belong to the king, but are private 
robbers. These sell their prey on the coast, where it is 
well known no questions, as to the means of obtaining it, are 
asked. 

As to kidnapping it is so notorious about Goree, that he 
never heard any person deny it there. Two men, while he 
was there, offered a person, a messenger from Senegal to 
Rufisco, for sale to the garrison, who even boasted how they 
had obtained him. Many also were brought to Goree while 
he was there, procured in the same manner. 

These depredations are also practiced by the Moors ; he 
saw many slaves in Africa who told him they were taken 
by them ; painicularly three, one of whom was a woman, 
who cried very much, and seemed to be in great distress ; 
the two others were more reconciled to their fate. 

Captain Wilson says, that slaves are cither procured by 
intestine w’ars, or kings breaking up villages, or crimes real 
or imputed, or kidnapping. 

Villages are broken up by the king’s troops surrounding 
them in the night, and seizing such of the inhabitants as 
suit their purpose. This practice is most common when 
there is no wuir with another state. 

It is universally acknowledged that free persons arc sold 
for real or impnled crimes, for the benefit of their judges. 

Soon after his ari'ival at Goree, king Darnel sent a free 
man to him for sale, and was to have the price himself. 
One of the king’s gu,;irds being asked whether the man was 
guilty of thy crime imputed to him, answered, that w-hs of 
no consequence, or ever inquired into. Captain Wilson 
returned the man. 

Kidnapping was neknowlodged by all he conversed with 
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to be generally prevalent. It is the first principle of the 
natives, the principle of self-preservation, to go un¬ 

armed, while a slave vessel is on the coast, for fear of being 
stolen. When he has met them thus armed, and inquired 
of them through his interpreter, the reason of it, they have 
pointed to a French slave vessel then lying at PorUulal, and 
said their fears arose from that quarter. As a positive in¬ 
stance, he says, a courier of Captain Lacy’s, lus predeces¬ 
sor, though a Moor, a free man, and one who spoke the 
French language fluently, was kidnapped as he was travel¬ 
ing on the continent with dispatches on his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty’s account, and sold to a French vessel, from which he, 
Captain Wilson, after much trouble, actually got him back. 

When he presided in a court at Goree, a Maraboo sAvore, 
with an energy which evinced tlie truth of his evidence, 
that his brother, another Maraboo, had been kidnapped in 
the_ act of drinking, a moment known to be sacred by their 
religion, at the instigation of a former governor, who had 
taken a dislike to him. This was a matter notorious at 
Goree. 

Mr. Wadstrom knows slaves to be procured between 
Senegal and Gambia, eith.er by the general pillage, or by 
robbery by individuals, or by stratagem and deceit. 

The general pillage is executed by the king’s troops on 
horseback, armed, who seize the unprepared. Mr. Wad¬ 
strom, during the week he was at Joal, accompanying one 
of those embassies which the French governor sends yearly 
with presents to the black kings, to keep up the slave 
trade, saw parties sent out for this purpose, by king Barbesin, 
almost every day. Tiiese parties went out generally in the 
evening, and Avere armed with bows and arroAA^s, guns, pis¬ 
tols, sabres, and long lances. 

The king of Sallum practices the pillage also. Mr. Wad- 
.slrtun sHAV twenty-seven .slaves from Sallum, twenty-three 
of whom were AVumen and eliildren, thus taken. 

lie was told also by merchants at Goree, that king Da¬ 
rnel practices the pillage in like manner. 

Bobbery was a general way of taking single slaves. He 
once suAv a woman and a boy in the slave bold, at Goree; 
ll'.e latter had been taken by stealth from his parents in the 
interior parts above Cape Rouge, and he declared, that 
s’.ich robberies were very frequent in his country ; the 
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former, at Riifisco, from her husband and children. He 
could state several instances of such I'obberies. He very 
oiten saw negroes thus taken brought to Goree. Ganna 
of Dacard was a noted man sieuler, and employed as such 
by 5he slave merchants there. 

As instances of stratagem employed to obtain slaves, he 
relates, that a French merchant taking a fancy to a negro, 
who was on a visit at Dacard, persuaded the village, for a 
certain price, to seize him. He was accordingiy taken 
from his wife, who wished to accompany him, but the 
Frenchman had not merchandize enough to buy both. 
Mr, Wadstrom saw’ this negro at Goree, the day he arrived 
from Dacard, chained, and lying on the ground, exceed¬ 
ingly distresseddn his mind. 

The king of Sallum also prevailed on a woman to come 
into his kingdom, and sell liim some millet. On her ar¬ 
rival, he siezed and sold her to a h'rencli officer, with 
whom Mr. Wadstrom saw this Avoman every day W’hile at 
Goree. 

Mr. Wadstrom W’as on the island of St. Louis, np the 
Senegal also, and on the continent near the river, and 
says, that all the slaves sold at Senegal, are brought dowm 
the river, except those taken by the robbery of the Moors 
in the neighborhood, W’hich is sometimes conducted by 
large jiarties, in what are called 'petty wars. 

Captain Hills saw while lying between Goree and the 
continent, the natives, in an evening, often go out in war 
dresses, as he found to obtcfin slaves for king Darnel, to be 
sold. The reason was, that the king teas then poor, not 
having received his usual dues from us. He never saw 
the parties that went out return w’itli slaves, but has often 
seen slaves in their huts, tied back to back. He remem¬ 
bers also, that some robbers once brought him a man 
bound on board the Zephyr, to sell, but he, Captain Hills, 
would not buy him, but suffered him to escape. 

The natives on the continent opposite to Goree all yo 
armed, he imagines for fear of being taken. 

When in the River Gambia, wanting .servants on board 
his ship, lie expressed a w’isli for some volunteers. A 
black pilot in the boat called Iw’o boys who were on shore, 
carrying baskets of shallots, and asked Captain Hills if they 
wmdd do, in whicli case he would take them off, and bring 
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thi-m to hitii. This he declined. From the ease with 
whicli the pilut did it, lie concludes this was customary. 

Tlie bhielv pilot said tlie merchantmeh would not refuse 
such an ofcr. He apprehends these two buys were free 
people, from tlie pilot’s mode of speaking, and from bis 
winking, implying it was an illicit thing. 

A boy, whom he bought from the merehauts in the 
same river, had been carried in the night from his father’s 
house, where a skirmish had happened, in which he be¬ 
lieves, he said, both his parents, but he well remembers, 
one, were killed. The boy said many were killed, and 
some taken. 

Mr. Ellison spoke tlie Mundingo language, in consequence 
of which he has often conversed wdth slaves from the Gam¬ 
bia, to which river he made tliree voyages, and tliey uni¬ 
versally informed him, that they had been stolen and sold. 

•The natives up the river Scassus informed Mr. Bowman, 
that they had got twm women and a girl, whom they then 
brought him, in a small town which they had surpri.sed in 
the night; that others had got tiff, but they expected the 
nst of the party would bring them in, in two or three 
days. When these arrived, they brought witli them two 
men whom Mr. Bowman knewg and had traded with for¬ 
merly ; upon questioning them, he discovered the women he 
had bought to be their wives. Both men and women in¬ 
formed him that the war-men had taken them ivhile asleep. 

The war-men used to go out, Mr. Bowman says, once 
or twice in eight or ten days, while he was at Scassus. It 
was their constant way of getting slaves, he believed, 
because they always came to the factory before setting out, 
and demanded powder, ball, gun-flints, and small .shot; 
also rum, tobacco, and a few' other articles. When supplied, 
they blew the horn, made tlie ivar-cry, and set olf. If 
they met with no slaves, they would bring him some ivory 
and camwood. &3metimes he accompanied them a mile 
or so, and once joined the party, anxious to know by wdiat 
means they obtained the slaves. Having traveled all day, 
they came to a small river, ivhen he was told they had but 
a litilc way farther to go. Having crossed tlie. river, they 
stopped till dark. Here Mr. Bowman (it wms about the 
middle of the night) was afraid to go further, and prei’ailed 
on the king’s son to leave hiiii a guard of four men. la half 
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an hour he heard the war-cry by which he understood the} 
luid reached a town. In about half an hour moi-e tliey re- 
turned, bringing from twenty-live to thirty men, women, and 
children, some at the breast. At this ti.me he saw the town 
in Jiames. When they had recrossed the liver, it was 
just day light, and tliey reached Bcassus about midday. 
The prisoners were carried to diOerent parts of tlie town. 
They are usually brought in with strings around their necks 
and some have their hands tied across. He never saw any 
slaves there who had been convicted of crimes. 

He has been called up in tlie night to see fires, and told 
by the town’s people that it was 'war carryhvj on. 

Whataiver rivers he has traded in, such as Sierra Leon, 
Junk, and Little Cape Mount, he has usually passed burnt 
and deserted villages, and learned from the natives in tiie 
boat with him, that loar had been there, and the natives had 
been taken in the manner as before described, and carried to 
the ships. 

He has also seen such upon the Coast; while trading at 
Grand Bassau, he went on shore with four black traders to 
the town a mile off. In the way, there was a town desert¬ 
ed, (with only two or three houses standing,) wliich seemed 
to have been a large one, as there were t-vvo fine plantations 
of rice ready for cutting down. A little further on they 
came to another village in much the same state. He w'as 
told the first town had been taken by war, there leina manij 
ships then lyiny at Bassau : the people of the other had 
moved higher up in the countrv, for fear of the white men. In 
passing along to tlic trader’s town, he saw several villages 
deserted ; these the natives said had been destroyed by ivar, 
and the people taken out and sold. 

Sir George Young found slaves to be procured by war, 
by crimes, real or imputed, by kidnapping, which is called 
panyarlng, and a fourth mode was the inhabitants of one 
village seizing those of another weaker village, and selling 
them to the ships. 

He believes, from two instances, that kidnapping was 
frequently practised up Sierra Leon river. One was that 
of a beautiful infant boy, which the natives after trying to 
sell to all the different trading ships came along side his, 
(the Pheenix,) and threatened to to.ss overboard, if no one 
would buy it: saying they had panyared it vdth many other 
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people, but could not sell it, though they had sold the 
others. He purchased it for some wine. 

The second was, a ca])tain of a Liverpool ship liad got, 
as a temporary mistress, a girl from tlie king of Sierra 
Leon, and instead of returning her on shore on leaving the 
coast, as is usually done, he took her away Avith him. Of 
this the king complained to Sir George Young very heavily, 
calling this actionby the whites. 

'I'he to>-ni pamjanvr/, seemed to be a Avord generally used 
all along the Coast Avhere he was, not only among t'iie Eng¬ 
lish, but the Portugniese and Dutch. 

Captain Thompson also says, that at Sierra Leon he has 
often heard the Avord panyavwg; he has heard also that 
this Avord, Avhich is used on the other parts of the coast, 
means kidnappinrj, or seizing of men. 

Slaves, says Mr. Toavu, are brought from the country 
very distant from the coast. The king of Barra informed 
Mr. Town, that on the arrival of a ship, he has gone three 
hundred miles up the country Avlth his guards, and driven 
down captives to the sea-side. From Marraba, king of the 
Mundingoes, he has heard that they had marched slaves 
out of the country some liundred miles ; that they had gone 
Avood-ranging, to pick up every one they met Avith, whom 
they stripped naked, and, if men, bound, but if Avomen, 
brought down loose; this he had from themselves, and 
also, that they often Avent to war Avith the Bullam nation, on 
purpone to gel slaves. They boasted that they should soon 
have a fine parcel for the shallops, and the success often 
answered. Mr. ToAvn has seen the prisoners (the men 
bound, the Avornen and children loose) driven for sale to the 
water-side. He has also knoAvn the natives go in gangs 
marauding and catching all they could. In the Galenas 
river he knew four blacks seize a man Avho had been to the 
sea-side to sell one or more slaves. This man Avas return¬ 
ing home Avith the goods received in exchange for these, 
ami tiiey plundered and stripped him naked, and brought 
him to the trading shallop, which Mr. ToavxI commanded, 
am! sold him there. 

He believes the natives also sometimes become slaves, in 
c(nise(pu‘nce of crime.s, as Aveli as that it is no uncommon 
tiling on the Coast, to Impute crimes falsely for the sake of 
sellllfy the persons so accused. ►Several re.spectable persons 
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at Bance Islan'l, and to windward of it, all told Mr. Town 
that it was common to bririL;’ on pulo.oers'^ to make slaves, 
and he believes it from the information of the slaves after¬ 
wards, when brouglit down tlie country and put on board 
the ships. 

OIF Piccaninni Sestus, further down on the Windward 
Coast, Mr. Dove observed an instance of a girl being ki.l 
napped and brought on board by one Ben Johnson, a black 
trader, who had scarcely left the ship in his canoe, with the 
price other, when another canoe with two black men came 
in a hurry to the ship, and inquired concerning this girl. 
Having been allowed to see her, they hurried down to their 
canoe, and hastily paddled off. Overtaking Ben Johnson, 
they brought him back to the ship, got him on the quarter¬ 
deck, and call him teefee (which implies thief) to the cap¬ 
tain, offered him for sale. Ben Johnson remonstrated, 
asking the captain, “if he -would buy him wdiom he knew 
to be a grand trading man to which the captain answered, 
‘^if they would sell him, he would certainly buy him, be 
what he would,” which he acconlingly did, and put him 
into irons immediately with another man. He was led to 
think, from this instance, that kidnapping was the mode of 
obtaining slaves upon this part of the coast. 

Lieutenant Storey says, that slaves are generally ob¬ 
tained on the Windward Coast by marauding parties from 
one village lo another in the night. He has known canoes 
come from a distance, and carry off numbers in the night. 
He has gone into the interior country, beween Bassau and 
the river Sestus, and ail the nations there go armed, from, 
the fear of marauding parties, whose pillages in these coun¬ 
tries are termed loar. 

At one time in particular, while Mr. Storey "was on the 
coast, a marauding party froni Grand Sestus came in 
canoes, and attacked Grand Cora in tlie night, and took off’ 
twelve or fourteen of the inhabitants. The canoes of Grand 
Sestus carry twelve or fourteen men, and with these go a 
marauding among their neighboi-s. Mr. Story has often 
seen > hern at sea, out of sight of land in the day, and taking 
the opportunity of night to land where they pleased. 


An Afi ican word, wliich signifit-s conferences of the natives 
on any public fiiibject, or, an in this place, arcusations and trials. 



13AM!ilA TO TIIK KND Oh' T!IK WINDWARD COAST. 25 

Mr. Falconbi’idge supposes tlio .slave trade, on those parts, 
to be chiefly supplied by kidnapping. On his second voyage 
at Cape Mount and the Witulward Coast, a man was 
brouglit on board, well known to the captain and liis 
officers, and was purchased. Tiiis man said lie liad been 
invited one evening to drink with his neighbors ; when about 
to depart, two of them got up to seize him, and he w’ould 
have escaped, but he was stopped by a large dog. lie said 
this mode of kidnapping was common in his countiy. 

In the same voyage, two-black traders came in a canoe 
and informed the captain tliere was trade a little lower 
down. The captain w'ent tliere, and finding no trade, s;iid 
he would not be made a foul, and therefore detained one of 
the canoe-men. In about two hours afterwards, a very line 
man was brought on board and sold, and the canoe-man 
was released. He was informed by the black pilot, that 
this man had been surrounded and seized on the beach, 
from whence he had been brought to the ship and sold. 

Lieutenant Simpson says, from wdiat he saw, he believes 
tlie slave trade is the occasion of wars among the natives. 
From the natives of the Windward Coast lie understood that 
the villages w'ere always at war ; and the black traders and 
others gave as a reason for it ikat the kings wanted staves. If 
a trading canoe, along side Mr. Simpson’s ship, saw a larger 
canoe coming from a village tliey 3vere at war with, they 
instantly fled ; and sometimes without receiving the value 
of their goods. On inquiry, he learned (heir reasons to be 
that if taken they would have been made slaves. 

Mr. Ho3v states, that when at Secundee, some order 
came from Cape Coast Castle. The same afternoon several 
parties went out armed, and returned the same night with 
a 'number of slaves, which were put into the repository of 
the factory. Next morning he saw people Avho came to 
see the captives, and to request Mr. Marsh, the resident,, 
to release some of their children and relations. ISomc were 
released, and part .sent off to Gape Coast Castle. lie liad 
every reason to believe they had been obtained unfairly, as 
they came at an unseasonable time of the night, and from 
their parents and friends crying and begging tiieir relea.se. 
He was told as much from Mr. Marsh himself, who said, 
1m did not mind how they got them, for he purchased them fairly. 
He cannot tell whether this practice subsisted before; but 
.3 
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when he has gone into the woods he has met thirty or forty 
natives, who fled always at his appearance, although they 
were armed. Mr. Marsh said, they were afraid of his 
taking them prisoners. 

The same Mr. Marsh made no scruple also of showing him 
the stores of the factory. They consisted of different kinds 
of chains made of iron, as likewise an instrument made of 
wood, about five inches long, and an inch in diameter, or 
less, which he was told by Mr. Marsh was thrust into a 
man’s mouth horizontnlly, and tied l)ehind to prevent him 
from crying mtt, when transported at night along the country. 

Dr. Trotter says, that the natives of these parts are 
sometimes slaves from crimes, but th.e greater part of the 
slaves are, what are called, prisoners of war. Of his whole 
cargo he recollects only three criminals : two sold for adul¬ 
tery, and one for witchcraft, whose whole family shared his 
fate. One of the first said he had been decoyed by a woman, 
who had told her husband, and be was sentenced to pay a 
slave ; but being poor, was sold himself. Such stratagems are 
frequent. The fourth mate of Dr. Trotter's ship was so de¬ 
coyed, and obliged to pay a slave, under the threat of 
stopping trade. Tlie last said lie had had a quarrel with a 
Oabosheer, (or great man,) who in revenge accused him of 
witchcraft, and sold him and his family for slaves. 

Dr. Trotter having often asked Accra, a principal trader 
at Le Hou, what he meant by prisoners of war, found they 
■were such as were carried off by a set of marauders, who ravage 
the country for that purpose. The bush-men making war to 
make trade, (that is to make slaves.) was a common way of 
speaking among the traders. The practice was also con¬ 
firmed by the slaves on board, who showed by gestures how 
the robbers had come upon them ; and, during their passage 
from Africa to the West Indies, some of the boy-slaves 
played a game which they called slave-taking, or bush¬ 
fighting ; showing the diflferent manoeuvres thereof, in leap¬ 
ing, sallying, and retreating. Inquiries of this nature put 
to women, were answered only by violent bursts of sorrow. 

He once saw a black trader send h'® to take t^’'’ee 
fishermen, employed in the offing, y?ho were immediately 
brought on board, and put in irons, about a week after¬ 
wards he was paid for them. He remembers another man 
taken in the same way, from on board a canoe along side. 
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The s^anie trader very frequently sent slaves on hoard hi the 
night, which, from their own information, ne found were 
every one of them taken in the neighborhood ot Annama- 
boe. He remarked, that slaves sent oft’ in the night, were 
not paid for till they liad been some time on board, lest, he 
tbiiiLs, they should be claimed; for some were really re¬ 
stored, one in particular, a boy, was carried on shore by 
some near relations, which boy told him, he had Jived in 
tl'je neighborhood of Annumaboe, and was kidnapped, 

TIjere were many boys and girls on board Dr. Trotter’s 
ship, wlio had no relations on board. Many of them told 
him they had been kidnapped in the neighborhood of An- 
naraaboe, particularly a girl of about eight years old, who 
said she had been carried oft' from her mother by the man 
who sold her to the ship. 

Mr. Falconbridge was assured by the Rev. Philip Qua 
koo, chaplain at Cape Coast Castle, on the Gold Coast, 
that the greatest number of slaves were made by kidnap¬ 
ping. 

He has heard that the great men on this part of the cvoast, 
dress up and employ woman to entice young men to be con¬ 
nected with them, that they maybe convicted of adultery and 
sold. 

Lieutenant Simpson heard at Cape Coast Castle, and 
other parts of the Gold Coast, repeatedly from the black 
traders, that the slave trade made icars and palavers. Mr. 
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coast Castle, informed him, that 
wars were made in the interior parts, for the sole purpose of 
(jetting slaves. 

There are two crimes on the Gold Goast, which seem 
raaefe on purpose to procure slaves ; adultery and the re¬ 
moval of fetiches.As to adultery, he was warned against 
connecting himself with any woman not pointed out to him, 
for that the kings kept several who were sent out to allure the 
unwai'y, and that, if found to be connected with these, ho 
would be seized, and made to pay the price of a man slave. 
As to fetiches, consisting of pieces of wood, old pitchers, 
kettles, and the like, laid in the path-ways, he was warned 


» Certain things of various sorts, to which the superstition of 
the country has ordere-i, for various reasons, an attention tc bo 
paid. 
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to avoid displacing them, for if he should, the natives, who 
were on the watch, would seize him, and, as before, exact 
the price of a man slave. These baits arc laid equally for 
natives and Europeans, but the former are better acquaint¬ 
ed with the law, and consequently more upon their guai-d- 

Mr. Ellison says, that Avhile one of tlie ships he belonged 
to, A'iz, the Briton, was lying in Benin river. Captain Lem¬ 
ma, a Benin trader, came on board to receive his customs. 
This man being on the deck, and happening to see a canoe 
with three people in it, crossing the river, dispatched one 
of his own canoes to seize and take it. Upon overtaking it, 
they brought it to the ship. It contained three persons, an 
old man, and a young man and woman. The chief mate 
bought the two latter, but the former being too old, Avas 
refused. Upon this Lemma ordered the old man into the 
canoe, Avhere his head Avas chopped off, and he Avas thrown 
overboard. Lemma had many war canoes, some of which 
had six or eight swivels ; he seemed to be feared by the rest 
of the natives. Mr. Ellison did not see a canoe out on the 
river Avhile Lemma Avas there, except this, and if they had 
known he had been out, they Avould not haA'c come. He 
discoA’ered by signs, that the old man killed was the father 
of the tAvo other negroes, and that they Avere brought there 
by force. They Avere not the subjects of Lemma. 

At Bonry, says Mr. Falconbridge, the greatest number 
of slaves come from inland. Large canoes, some having a 
three or four pounder lashed on their bows, go to the up 
country, and in eight or ten days return with great numbers 
of slaves : he heard once, to the amoimt of tweh’^e hundred 
at one time. The people in these canoes have generally 
cutlasses, and a quantity of muskets, but he cannot tell for 
what use. 

Mr. Falconbridge does not believe that many of these 
slaves are prisoners of war, as we understand the word war. 
In Afi’ica, a piratical expedition for making slaves, is termed 
loar. A considerable trader at Bonny explained to him the 
meaning of this Avord, and said, that they Avent in the night, 
set fire to toAvns, and caught the people as they fled from 
the flames. The same trader said, that this practice was 
very common. 

Mr. Falconbridge says also, that in his third voyage, 
which was to Bonny, a woman was brought on board big 
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with child. As she attracted his notice, he asked her, by 
means of the interpreter, how she came to be sold. Her 
reply was, that, returning lionie from a visit, she was 
sei 2 ed, and alter being passed through various hands, was 
brought down to the water-side and sold to a trader, who 
afterwards sold her to the ship. 

In the same voyage an elderly man brought on board 
said, (through the interpreter,) that he and his son were 
seized as they were planting yams, by professed kidnap¬ 
pers, by which he means persons who make kidnaj^plng 
their constant practice. 

On his last voyage, w'hicli was also to Bonny, a canoe 
came along side his vessel, belonging to a noted trader in 
slaves, from which a fine stout fellow was handed on board 
and sold. Mr. Falconbridge seeing the man amazed and con¬ 
founded when he discovered himself to be a slave, inquired 
of him, by means of an interpreter, why he was sold. He 
replied that he had had occasion to come to Bonny to this 
trader's house, who asked if he had ever seen a ship. Re¬ 
plying no, the trader said, he would treat him with the 
sight of one. The man consenting, said he was thereupon 
brought on board, and thus treacherously sold. All the 
slaves Mr. Falconbridge ever talked to, by means of inter¬ 
preters, said they had been stolen. 

Mr. Douglas, when ashore at Bunny Point, saw a young 
woman come out of the wood to the water-side to bathe. 
Soon afterwards two men came from the wood, seized, 
bound, and beat her for making resistance, and bringing 
her to him, Mr. Douglas, desired him to put her on board, 
which he did ; the captain’s orders w^ere, when anybody 
brought down .slaves, instantly to put them off to the ship. 

When a ship arrives at Bonny, the king sends his war' 
canoes up the rivers, where they surprise all they can lay 
hold of. They had a young man on board, who was thus 
captured, with his father, mother, and three sisters. The 
young man afterwards in Jamaica, having learnt English, 
told Mr, Douglas the story, and said it was a common prac¬ 
tice. Tiicse war-cunoes are always umicd. The king's 
C!4noe.s came with slaves openly in the davj others in the 
evening, 'with one or two slaves bound lying in tlie boat’s 
bottom, covered with matts. 

Mr. Morely states, tliat in Old Calabar persons are sold 
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as slaves for adultery and theft. On pretence of adultery, 
lie remembers a woman sold. 

He has been told also, by the natives at Calabar, that 
they took slaves in ivhat they call way-, which he found was 
putting the villages in corfusion, and catching them as they 
could. A man on board the ship he was in showed iiow he 
was taken at night by surprise, and said his wife and child¬ 
ren were taken with him, but they were not in the same 
ship. Mr. Merely had reason to think, from the man’s 
words, that they took nearly the whole village, that is, all 
those that could not got away. 

Captain Hall says, ivhen a ship arrives at Old Calabar, 
or the River Del Rey, the traders always go up into the 
country for slaves. They go in their war-canoes, and take 
with them some goods, which they get previously from the 
ships. 

He has seen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each 
with from forty to sixty paddlers, and twenty to thirty 
traders and other people with muskets, suppose one to 
each man, with a three or four pounder lashed on the bow 
of the canoe. They are generally absent from ten days to 
three weeks, v.'hen they return with a number of slaves 
pinioned, or chained together. 

Captain Hall has often asked the mode of procuring slaves 
inland, and has been told by the traders that they have 
been got in war, and sold by the persons taking them. 

Mr. J, Parker says, he left the ship to which he belonged 
at Old Calabar, where being kindly received by the king’s 
son, he staid with him on the continent for five months. 
During this time he w^as prevailed upon by the king’s son 
to accompany him to icur."^' Accordingly, having fitted 
out and armed the canoes, they went up the river Calabar. 
In the day time they lay under the bushes when they ap¬ 
proached a village, but at night flew up to it, and took 


* The reader is earnestly requested to take notice, that the word 
war, as adopted into the African iauguage, means in general rob¬ 
bery, or a marauding expedition for the purpose of getting slaves. Two 
noted black traders are found themselves to have explained the 
term to twoof the Evidences, (Trotter, p. 251. Falconbridge, p 26.) 
and it appeats din'idedly by tin' accounts of Wadstrom, Town, 
Bowman, Storey, Morelv. and J. Parker, that the catching of men 
is denominated by the Africans to be war. 
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hold of every one they could see; these they handcuffed, 
brought down to the canoes, and so proceeded up the river 
till they got to the amount of forty-tive, with whom they 
returned to Newtown, where, sending to the captains of 
the shipping, they divided them among the ships. 

About a fortnight after this expediLon, tliey went again, 
and were out eight or nine days, plundering other villages 
higher up the river. They seized on much tlie same num¬ 
ber as before, brought them to Newtown, gave the same 
notice, and disposed of them as before among the ships. 

They took man, woman, and child, as they could catch 
them in the houses, and except the sucking children, who 
went with their mothers, there was no care taken to pre¬ 
vent the .separation of the eh.ildreu from the parents when 
sold. Wlien .sold to the Ilingiish merchants they lamented, 
and cried tliat they were taken away by force. 

The king at Old Calabar was certainly not at war with 
the people up this river, nor had they made any attack 
upon him. It happened that slaves were very slack in the 
back country at that time, and wert wanted when he went 
on tliese expeditions. 

Mr. Falconbridge thinks crimes are falsely imputed,/or 
the sake of sell in// the accused. On the second voyage at 
the river Ambris, among the slaves broxight on board wa.s 
one who had the craw-craw, a kind of itch. Ide ivas told by 
one of the sailors, that this man was fishing in the river, 
when a king’s officer, called Maml.>ooka, tmnted brandy 
and other yoods in the boat, hut haviny no slave (o buy then*, 
with, accused this man of c.itorii on in the sale (f his fish, and 
after some kind of trial on the beach, condemned him to 
be sold He wms told this by the boat’s crew who were 
ashore Avhen it happened, who told it as of their own 
knowledge. 

Besides the account just given, from what the above wit¬ 
nesses saw and heard ot\ the Coast of \frica, as to the 
different methods of making slaves, there are others con¬ 
tained in the evidence, which were learn from the mouths 
of the slaves themselves, after their arrival in the West 
Indies. 

Some of these have informed several of the witnesse.s on 
this occasion, that they were taken in war, (Hall and Wool- 
rich,) others, that the;/ were taken by surprise in their town, 
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or while afc work in their fields (Hall), or as they were 
straggling from their huts, or cultivating their lands (Dal- 
lymple), or tending their corn (Wuolrich): others, that 
they were taken by armed canoes up the rivers (Douglas), 
others by stratagem (Cook), or kidnapped fllev. Mr. Da¬ 
vies, Dean of Middleham, Mr. Fitzmauiice), which kid¬ 
napping prevailed in the inland parts at a great distance 
from the sliore (Dr. Harrison), and was with some a pro¬ 
fessed occupation, and a common practice (Falconbridge 
and Clappeson). 


CHAPTER II. 

Duropeans, by means of the trade in slaves, the occasion of these 
enormities.—Sometimes use additional means to excite the na¬ 
tives to practice them.—Often attempt themselves to steal the 
natives, and succeed.—Force trade as they please, and are guilty 
of injustice in their dealings. 

The Moors, says Mr. Kiernan, have always a strong in¬ 
ducement to go to war with the negroes, moat of the Eum- 
'pean goods they obtain, being got in exchange for slaves. 
Hence desolation and waste. 

Mr. Town observes, that the iniercourse of the Africans 
with the Europeans lias improved them in roguery, to plun¬ 
der and steal, and pich up one another to sell. 

Dr. Trotter asking a black trader, what they made of 
their slaves when the French and English W’crc at war, 
was answered, that when ships ceased to come, slaves ceased 
to be taken. 

Mr. Isaac Parker says, that the king of Old Calabar was 
certainly not at war with the people up the river, nor had 
they made any attack on him. It happened that slaves 
were venj slack in the back country at this time, a7id were 
wanted when he W'ent on the cxpcxliiions, described in a 
former page, (p. -30). 

Mr. Wadstrom says, that king Barbesin, while lie, Mr. 
Wadstrom, •was at Jaol, was unwilling to pillage his subjects, 
but he loas excited to it by means of a constant intoxication, 
kept up by the French and Mulattoes of the embassy, who 
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generally agreed every morning on taking this method to 
eftect their purpose. When sober, he always expressed a 
reluctance to harass his people. Mr. Wadstrom also heard 
tile king hold the same language on different days, and yet 
he afterwards ordered the pillage to be executed. Mr. 
Wadstrom has no doubt but that he also pillages in other 
parts of his dominions, since it is the custom of the mulatto 
merchants, (as both th.ey and the French officers declare,) 
when they want slaves, to go to the kings and cxdte them 
io pillages, which are usually practiced on all that part of 
the coast. 

The French Senegal Company also, in order to obtain 
their complement of slaves, had recourse to their usual 
method on similar occasions, namely, of bribing the Moors, 
and supplymg them ivith arms and ammunition, io seise king 
Dalmaramy’s subjects. By January 12, 1788, when Mr. 
Wadstrom arrived at Senegal, tifty had been taken, whom 
the king desired to ramsom, but they had been all despatch¬ 
ed to Cayenne. Some were brought in every day after¬ 
wards, and put in the company’s slave hold, in a miserable 
state, the greater part being badly wounded by sabres and 
musket balls. The director of the company conducted Mr. 
Wadstrom there, with Dr. Spaarman, whom he consulted 
as a medical man in their behalf. Mr. Wadstrom particu¬ 
larly remembers one lying in his blood, which flowed from 
a wound made by a ball in his shoulder. 

Mr. Dalrymple understood it Avas common for European 
traders to advance goods to chiefs, io induce them to seise 
their subjects or neighbors. Not one of the Mulatto traders 
at Gorec ever thought of denying it. 

Mr. Bowman having settled aUhe head of Scassiis ri\'er, 
intorined the king, and others, that he Avas come to reside 
as a trader, and that his orders were to supply them usithpow¬ 
der and ball, and to encourage them to go to war. They an¬ 
swered, they Avould go to Avar in two or three days. By 
this time they came to the factory, said they Avere going 
to Avar, and wanted poAvder, ball, rum, and tobacco. 
When these Avere given them, they Avent off to the number 
of from twenty-uve to thi)’ty, and in six or seven days a 
part ol them returned with three slaves. 

In 1709, (says Lieut, Storey,) Captain Paterson, of a 
Liverpool ship, lying off Bristol toAvn, set two villages at 
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variance, auc! bought prisoners, near a dozen, from both 
sides, 

Mr. Morelj owns, witli shame, that he has made the 
natives drunk, in ord(?r to buj' a good man or woman 
slave, to whom he found them attached. He lias seen 
this done by others. Captain Hildebrand, commanding a 
sloop of Mr. Brue’s bought one of the wives of a man, 
whom he had previously rnade drunk, and who wished to re¬ 
deem her, when sober next day, as did the person he 
(Mr. Merely) bought the woman of, but neither of them was 
giien up. He supposes tliey would have given a thii’d 
more than the price paid to have redeemed them. 

Sir George Young says, that when at Annamaboc, at 
Mr. Brue’s, (a very great merchant there,) Mr. Biau; had 
two hostages, king’s sons, for payment for arras, and all 
kinds of military stores, which he had supplied to the t>vo 
kinys, who were at war with each, other, to procure slaves 
for at least six or seven ships, then hjiny in the road. The 
prisoners on both sides were brought down to Mr. Bnie, 
and sent to the ships. 

Mr. J. Parker has known presents made by the captains, 
to the black traders, to induce them to bring slaves. Cap¬ 
tain Colley in particular, gave them some pieces of can¬ 
non, which he himself saw landed. 

On the subject of Europeans attempting to carry ofi‘ 
the natives, General Hooke says, that it was proposed to 
him by three captains of English slave ships, lying un¬ 
der the fort of Goree, to kidnap a hundred or a hundred 
and fifty men, women, and children, king Darnel’s sub¬ 
jects, who had come to Goree in consecpience of the 
friendly intercourse between him and Dame). He refused, 
and was much shocked by the proposition. They said 
such things had been done by a former governor, but 
the chief Maraboo at Rufisk did not recollect any such 
event. 

Mr. Wadstrom was informed at Goreee, by Captain 
Wignie, from Rochelle, who was just arrived fiom the 
river Gambia, that a little before his departure :)m 
that river, three English vessels were cut off by the na¬ 
tives. owing to tlm cuptain of one of them, who had his 
cargo, being tempted by a fair wind, to sail away with 
several of the free negroes, then drinking with the crew. 
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Soon afterwards tlie wind clianged, and lie Avas driven 
back, and killed, with all his crew, and lliose ot the other 
vessels. Mr. VVadstrora has, by accident, met with the in- 
sun.T of two of these vessels in London, who conlirmed the 
above facts.* 

Captain Hills says, a man at Gambia, who called him¬ 
self a prince’s brother, had been carried oil' to the West 
Indies, by an English ship, but making his case known to 
the governor, was sent by him to Europe. Captain Hills 
was advised not to go on shove at Gambia, by the mer¬ 
chants there, for fear of being taken by the natives, who 
owed the English a grudge for some injuries received. 

Mr. John Bowman says, that w^ben a mate under Cap¬ 
tain Strangeways, the ship then lying in. the river S. Leon, 
at White Man’s Ba.y, ready to sail, he was sent on shore 
to invite two traders on board. They came and weix; 
shown into the cabin. Mean time, people were emplo} ed 
in setting the sails, it being almost night, and the land 
breeze making down the river. When they had weighed 
anchor, and got out to sea, Mr. Bowman was called down 
by the captain, who, pointing to the sail-case, desired him 
to look into it and see what a line prize he had got. To 
his surprise, he saw' lying fast asleep, the two men who had 
come on board with him, he captain having made them 
drunk, and concealed them there. When tliey awoke they 
w^ere sent upon deck, ironed, and put foiwvard among llie 
other slaves. On arriving at Antigua they w'ere sold. 

The Rev. Mr. Newton has known ships and boats cut off 
at Sherbro, usually in retaliation. 

Once when he was on shore, the traders suddenly put 
him into his long-boat, telling him that a ship just passed 
had carried off two people. Had it been known in the 
town, he would have been detained. He has known many 
other such instances, but after thirty-six years he cannot 
specify them. It was a general opinion, founded on re¬ 
peated and indisputable facts, that depredations of this .sort 
were frequently committed by Europeans. 


* The editor saw, in the mouth of April, in St. Tboniay.’s 
lio.^pilal, a yuunglad,the oriiy one of the three crews, that wa.s .sut- 
fered to e>('ape ni>ui) ihi.s occasion. ..\fl<‘r liaving been four 
inontlis in coidiutnuMit up the country, he Avas broughi, off by 
accident, by an English ship. 
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Mn Nev.'fcoR lias s.mirtitiies found ail trade stopped, and 
the depredations of hJnri^pean traders liave been assigned 
by the natives as >'•€ cause, and he has more than once or 
twice made up breaches of this kind between the sliips and 
the natives. 

He believes several captain.s of slave ships were honest, 
humane men ; but he lias good reason to think, tliey were 
not all so. The taking off slaves by force has been thought 
most frequent in the last voyages of captains. He has of¬ 
ten heard masters and oflicers express this opinion. Dep¬ 
redations and reprisals madt? to get them were so frequent 
that the Europeans arai Afrlcoais were in a spirit of mutual 
distrust: he does not mean that there were no depreda¬ 
tions except in their last voyages. He has known Liver¬ 
pool and Bristol ships materially injured from the conduct 
of some ships, from the same ports, that had left the coast. 
It is a fact that some captains have committed depreda¬ 
tions in their last voyages who have not been known to 
have clone it before. 

Mr. ToAvn was once present with part of the crew of his 
ship, the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the whites 
for seizing negroes, and joined by other boats to receive 
those they could catch. To prevent all alarm, they bound 
the mouths of the captives with oakum and handkerchiefs. 
One woman shrieked and the natives turned out in defence. 
He had then five of them tied in the boat, and the other 
boats were in readiness to take in what more they could 
get. All his party were armed, and the men of the town 
pursued them ivith first a scattering, and at length a gen¬ 
eral fire, and several of the men belonging to the boats, 
he has reason to believe, were killed, woanclccb or taken, 
as he never heard of them g.fterwards. He was wounded 
himself. The slaves he had :;aken were sold at Charleston, 
South Carolina. The natives had not previously commit¬ 
ted any hostilities against any of the ships, who.se boats 
were concerned in this transaction. They owed goods to 
the captain, for which he reserved to obtain slaves at any 
rate. He has liad several shipmates who have themselves 
told him, they have been concerned in similar transactions, 
and have made a boast of it, and who have been wounded 
also. 

Mr. Falconbridge was informed by Captain Gould of 
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the Alert, that he had carried oft’ a man from Little Cape 
Mount. 

Mr. Storey believes the Rati\ e.s of the Windward Coast 
are often fi audiileiitly carried oft’ by the Europeans. He 
has been told by them, that they had lost their friends at 
dift’erent times, and supposed them taken by European ships 
going along the coast. He has him.self taken up canoes at 
sea, which were challenged b}’ the natives, who supposed 
the men in them had bijen taken oft' the day before by a 
Dutcliraan. 

When once at an anchor, in Ins boat, between the river 
Sestus and Settra Crue, he prevented the crew of a long¬ 
boat, belonging to a Dutchman then lying oft’ shore, from 
being cut oft’ by the natives, wdio gave as a reason for their 
intentions, that a ship of that country, some dajos before, 
Imd tal'en off four men belonging to the place. 

Afterw’ards, in 1 768, being in a boat, with two other 
■white persons, the natives attacked them. Both the former 
w;ere killed, and he himself, covered with blood and wounds, 
was only suffered to escajte, by consenting to give up boat 
and cargo, and to go to Gaboon. The reason the natives 
gave for this procedure was, that a ship from Liverpool (one 
Captain Lambert) had, some time before, tal'en a canoe full 
of their townsmen, and carried them away. He heard the 
same thing confirmed afterwards at Gaboon. 

Mr. Douglas states, that near Cape Coast the natives 
make smoke as a signal for trade. On board his ship 
(the Warwick Castle) they saw the smoke and stood in 
shore, wdiich brought oft’ many canoes. Ifipes, tobacco, 
and brandy, were got on deck, to entice the j^cople in them on 
hoard. The gratings were unlaid, the slave-room cleared, 
and every preparation made to seize them ; two only could 
be prevailed on to come up the ship’s side, who stood in 
the main chains, but on the seamen approaching them they 
jumped off, and the canoes all made for shore. 

The Gregson’s people, Avhilc at Bonny, informed Mr. 
Douglas, that in running down the coast, they liad kid¬ 
napped thirty-two of the natives. He saw slaves on board 
that .ship when she came in, and it is not customary for ships 
bound to Bonny, to stop and trade by the way. 

Mr. How says, that aL.'ea-. of Cape La IIou, several ca¬ 
noes came along side of hi.s m.-jcsty’s ship Grampus, and on 
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coming on board, inforrm.'d the; captain, th;>‘ an English 
Guinea trader, a tVn-tnight before, had taken f six canoes 
with men who had gone off to them wiili provisions for 
tiade. On coining to Appolonia he vvas also told hy Mr. 
Buchanan, tlie resident there, that a Guineaman hijiong- 
ing to one Gritlith, an Englishman, and a notorious trader 
and kidnapper, between Cape La Hou and Appolonia, was 
then in that latitude. 

Captain Hall wa.s told by Captain Jeremiah Smith, that, 
in 1771, a Captain Fox liad taken otf .some people from 
the Windward Coast. 

He .says also, that the boat’s crew of the Venus, Captain 
Smith, which had been sent to Fernandipo for yams from 
Calabar, enticed a canoe to come alongside that had about 
ten men in her. As soon as she got near, the boat’s crew 
fired into her, on which they jumped overboard; some 
W(;re wounded, and one wa.s taken out of the water, and 
died in less than an hour in the boat; two others were 
taken up unhurt, and carried to Old Calabar to tlie ship. 
Captain Smitli was angry at tlie officer for this procedure, 
and sent back the two mmi to the Bay, from wdience tliey 
had been taken. Immediately after the boat had commit¬ 
ted tills depredation, Captain Hall happened to go into the 
same bay in his own ship’s long-boat, and sending on shore 
two men to fi)) water, they were surrounded by the naiives, 
who drove three spears into one of tlie men, and wounded 
tlie other with a large stick, in consequence of taking away 
the two men just mentioned. It vvas said that the crew 
had disputed with the nativ’^es on shore when trading with 
them for yams, but the former had not done any of the 
boat’s crew any injury. 

Mr. Ellison knew two slaves taken from the island of 
Fernandipo by the Dobsuu’.s boat of Liverpool, and car¬ 
ried to Old Calabar, where the ship lay. He went to the 
same island for yams, a few days after the transaction, and 
fired, as the usual signal, for the natives to bring them. 
Seeing some of tlieni peep through tlie bu.shes, ho won¬ 
dered why they would not come to the boat. He accord¬ 
ingly swam on shore, when some of tlie islanders came 
round him : an old man showed, by signs, that a ship’s 
boat had stolen a man and woman. He was then soon siir- 
roundcal by numbers, wuo presented darts to him, signify- 
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ing they would kill him, it (ho man and woman were not 
brought back. Upon this, the peo])le in liie boat tired 
some shot, when they all ran into the woods. Mr. Ellison 
went to Calabar, and told (Japtain Briggs he couhi get no 
yams, in consequence oi the two jaiople being stolen ; upon 
which Captain Briggs told the ca})tain of the Dobson, there 
would be no more trade if he did n<jt dtdiver up the people, 
which he at length did. As soon as the natives saw their 
countrymen, they loaded tlie boat with yams, goats, fowls, 
honey, and palm wine ; and th(,*v would take nothing for 
them. They had the man and woman delivered to them, 
whom they carried away in th(‘ir arms. The Dobson did 
not stay above eight, ten, or twelve days. This wais the 
last trip her boat was to aiake when they carried olf the two 
.slaves. 

Mr. Morley says, tliat wlien oil' Taboo, two men came in 
a canoe along side bis vessel. One of tliem came up and 
sat on the netting, but would not come into tlie ship. The 
captain at leiigth, enticing him, intoxicated him so witli 
brandy and laudanum, that he fell in upon deck. The cap¬ 
tain then ordered him io he put into the men's room, with a 
sentry over him. The other man in the canoe, after call¬ 
ing ii) vain for h’s conr panion, paddled oif fast towards the 
sliore. The captain dred several musket balls after liim, 
which did not bit him. About three or four leagues fur¬ 
ther down, two men came on board with another canoe. 
While they v/ere on board, a drum was kept beating near 
the man who had been seized, to prevent his hearing them, 
or they him. 

He says again, in speaking of another part of the coast, 
that Captain Briggs’s chief mate, in Old Calabar river, 
lying in ambush to stop the natives corning down the 
creek, pursued Oruk Robin John, who, jumping on shore, 
shot the mate through ihe head. 

He says also, of anotlv r part of the coast, that a Mr. 
Walker, master of a sloop, was on board the Jolly Prince, 
Captain Lambert, when the king of Nazai’cth stabbed the 
captain at bis own table, and took the vessel, putting all 
the whiles to death, except the cook, a boy, and, he be¬ 
lieves, one man. C.aptaiu Walker, being asked why the 
king of Nazareth took this step, said, it was on account 
of the people whom Matthews had carried off from Gabtron 
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and Cape Lopez the voyage before. Walker escaped by 
knowing the language of the country. 

Mr. Morley sailed afterwards witli the same Captain 
Matthews to Gaboon river, where the chief’s sons came on 
board liim to demand what he had done with their sons, and 
tlie boys he had carried olf. (the same as Walker alluded to,) 
and told him, that if lie dared to come on shore, they would 
have his head. 

As a farther corroboration tliat such practices as the above 
take place, it appears in evidence, that the natives of the 
coast and islands are found constantly hovering in their ca¬ 
noes, at a distance, about such vessels as are passing by, 
shy of coming on board, for fear of being taken off, (Hail, 
Falconbridge. Ciaxton, Bowman, (fee.) But if they can 
di.seover that such vessels are not in the slave trade, but 
are meu-of-ivar, they come on board readily (Sir Geoigc 
Young), or without any hesitation, which they would 7ioi 
otherwise have done ( Mr. Howe), and in numbers (Lieuten¬ 
ant Simpson), and traverse the ships u>itk- as much con- 
Jidence as if they had been on shore (Captain 'Wilson). 

Mr. Ellison says, when he was lying at Yanamaroo, in 
the Gambia, slaves were brought down. The traders raised 
the price. The captains -would not give it, but thought to 
compel them by firing upon the town. They tired red 
hot shot from the ship, and set several houses on fire. All 
the ships, seven or eight, fired. 

Mr. Falconbridge heard Captain Vicars, of a Bristol 
ship, say at Bonny, when his traders were slack, he tired 
a gun into or over the town, to fi-eshen their way. Cap¬ 
tain Vicars told this to him and other people there at 
the time, but he bdu seen no instance of it himself. 

Mr, Isaac Parker say;?, ihe Guinea captains lying in 
Old Calabai* river, iixed a certain price, and agreed 
to lie under a jGoO bond, if any one of them should 
give more for slaves than another; in consequence of 
which the natives did not Kradily bring slaves on board 
to sell at those prices ; upop which the captains used 
to row guard at night, to take the canoes as they pass¬ 
ed the ships, and so stopping the slaves from getting 
to their towns, prevent the traders from getting them. 
These they took on board the ebtferent ships, and kept 
them till the traders agreed to slave at the old prices. 
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Lieutenant Storey says, that Captain Jeremiah Smith, in 
tlic London, in ]7tlG, having; a dispute with the natives 
ol’ New Town, Old Calabar, conceining- tlie stated price 
which lie was to give for slaves, for several days stopped 
every canoe coming down the creek from New Town, and 
also tired several guns indiscriminatt-ly over tlie Avoods into 
tlie town, till he hrowjht them into his own terms. 

Captain Hall says, in Old Calabar river there arc two 
towns, Old Town and New Town. A rivalship in trade 
produced a jealousy between the towns; so that through 
fear of each other, for a considerable time, no canoe 'would 
leave their towns to go up the river/or slaves. Tliis happened 
in 1767. In this year seven ships, of whicli five wenc 
the following: Duke of York, Bevan ; Edgar, Lace; In¬ 
dian Queen, Lewis; Nancy, Maxwell ; and Canterbury, 
Sparkes ; lay off the point which separates the towns. 
Six of the captains invited tl'/e people of both towns on 
hoard on a certain day, as if to reconcile them; at the 
same time they agreed with the people of New Town to 
cut off all the Old Town people who should remain on 
board the next morning. The Old Town people persuaded 
of the sincerity of the captains’ proposal, Avent on board in 
great numbers. Next morning, at eight o’clock, one of 
the ships fired a gun, as a signal to commence hostilities. 
Some of the traders were secured on board, some were 
killed in resisting, and some got overboard, and were tired 
upon. When the firing began, the New Town people, who 
were in ambush behind the point, came forAvard, and 
picked up the people of Old Toavii, who were swimming, 
and had escaped the tiring. After the firing was o\'er, the 
captains of five of the ships delivered their prisoners (per¬ 
sons of consequence) to tiie New Town canoes, two of 
whom Avere beheaded along side the ships. The inferior 
prisoners were carried to the West Indies. One of the 
captains, who had secured three of the king’s brothers, de' 
Jivered one of them to the chief man of New ToAvn, Avho 
was one of the tAvo beheaded along side; the other 
brothers he kept on board, promising, when the skip 2 vas 
slaved, to - deliver them to the chief man of New Town. 
His ship Avas soon slaved on account of his promise, and 
the number of prisoners made that day ; but he refused to 
deliver the king’s two brothers, according to his promise, 
4 
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and carried them to tiic vVesfc Indies, and sold them. It 
luippened, in process or lime, that they escaped to Virginia, 
and from thence, after three years, to Bristol, where the cap¬ 
tain who brought them, fearing he iiad done wrong, medi- 
taled carrying or sending tliern back, but Mr. Jones, of Bris¬ 
tol, who had ships trading to Old Calabar, and hearing who 
tiiey were, had them taken from the ship, (where they were 
in irons) by Habeas Corpus. After inquiry how they were 
brought from Africa, they ivere liberated, and put in one 
of Mr. Jones’s slops for Old Calabar, where Captain Hall 
was, v.’hen they arj’ived in the ship Cato, Langdon. 

So satisfied were the people of Old Town, in 1767, of 
the .sincerity of the captains who invited them, and of the 
New Town people, towards a reconciliation, that the night 
before the massacre, the cldef man of Old Town gave to 
the chief man of New Town, one of his favorite women 
as a wife. It was said that from, three, to four hundred per¬ 
sons were killed that day, in the ships, in the water, or 
carried off the coast. 

The king escaped from the ship he was in, by killing 
two of the crew, who attempted to seize him. He then 
got into a one-man canoe, and paddled to the shore. A 
six-pounder from one of the ships struck the canoe to 
pieces ; he then swam on shore to the woods near the ships, 
and reached his own town, though closely pursued. It 
was said he received eleven wounds from musket-shot. 

Captain Hall, in his first voyage on board the Neptune, 
had this account from the boatswain, Thomas Rutter, who, 
in 1767, liad been boatswain of the Canterbury, Captain 
Sparkes, of London, and concerned in the said massacre. 
Rutter told him the story exactly as related, and never 
varied in it. He had it also from the king’s two brothers, 
who agreed exactly with Rutter. 

Captain Hall also saw at Calabar, in the possession of 
the king’s two brothers, then depositions taken at Bristol, 
and of Air. Floyd, who was mate of one of the ships when 
the transaction happened, but he took no copy. 

Air. Alillar says, that a quarrel happened between the 
people of Old and New Town, which prevented the ships 
lying in Calabar river from being slaved. He believes in 
June, 1767, Captain S. Sparkes, (captain of his ship, the 
Canterbury,) came one evening to him, and told him that 
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the two tosens, so quarreling, would meet on board the dif¬ 
ferent ships, and ordered him to hand up some swords. 

The next day several canoes, as iSpurkes had before ad¬ 
vertised him, came from both of the towns, on board the 
Canterbury, Mr. Millar’s own ship, and one of the persons so 
coming on board, brought a letter, which he gave Sparkes, 
immediately on the receipt of which, he, 8parkes, took a 
hanger, and attacked one of the Old Town people then on 
board, cutting him immediately on the arms, head, and body. 
The man fled, ran down the steps leading to a cabin, and 
Sparkes still following him with the hanger, chitted into the 
boy’s room. Mr, Millar is sure this circumstance can net .r 
be efl'aced from his memory. From this room he was, how¬ 
ever, brought up by means of a rope, when Sparkes renew¬ 
ed his attack as before on him, Avho, making for the enter¬ 
ing port, leaped overboard. 

This being concluded, Sparkes left his own ship to go 
on board some of the other ships, then lying in the river. 
Soon after he was gone, a boy belonging to Mr. Miliar’s ship 
came and informed him, Mr. Millar, that he had discovered 
a man concealed behind the medicine chest. Mr. Millar 
^?ent and found the man. He was the person before raenlioii- 
ed to have brought a leticr on board. On being discovered 
by Mr. Millar, he begged for mercy, entreating ihathe might 
not be delivered up to the people of New Town, fie was 
brought on the quarter-deck, wliere some of the New Town 
people, who would have killed him. had they not been pre¬ 
vented. The man was tlutn ironed, and conducted into the 
room of the men slaves. 

Soon after this transaction the captain returned, and 
brouglit with him a New Town trader, named Willy 
Honesty. On coming on board, he was informed of what 
had happenecl in his absence, and Mr. Millar believes, in 
the hearing of Willy Honesty, who immediately exclaimed, 
“ Captain,'if you will give me that man, to cut off’ his head, 

I will give you the best man in my canoe, and you shall he 
daved the first shi})'’ The captain upon this looked into 
Willy Honesty’s canoe, picked his man, and delivered the 
other in his stead, when his head wa.s immediately struck 
off in Mr. Millar’s sight. 

Mr. Millar believes, that some other cruelties, besides this 
particular act, were done, because he saw blood on the 
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starboard side of the niizoii'niast, though lie does not re¬ 
collect seeing any bodies from whence the blood might come ; 
and others in other ships, bt'cause lie heard several muskets 
or pistols fired from them at the same time. This afl'air 
might last ten minutes. He remembers a four-pounder 
fired at a canoe, but knows not if any damage was done. 

As to the other act of injustice on the part of the Euro¬ 
peans, some consider frauds, says Mr. Kewton, as a neces¬ 
sary branch of the slave trade. They put false heads into 
powder casks ; cut off two or three yards from the middle 
of a piece of cloth; adulterate their spirits, and steal back 
articles given. Besides these, there are others who pay in 
bottles, which contain but half the contents of the samples 
shown (Waldstrorn), use false steelyards and weights 
(Bowman), and sell such guns as burst on firing, so that 
many of the natives of the Windward Coast are without 
their fingers and thumbs on this account (Lieutenant Sto¬ 
rey), and it is beCv^me a saying, “ That these guns kill more 
out of the butt than the muzzle,” (Faloonbridge.) 

Mr. Dalrymple, while at 'Goree, remembers a ship at¬ 
tempting to sail out of the bay with a number of slaves, 
without paying for them, but she was stopped by the guns 
of the fort. 


CHAPTEK III. 

Tlie enslaved Africans come dejected on board—Cause of this de¬ 
jection—Methods of confining, airing, feeding, and exercising 
them—Mode of stowing them, with its bad consequences—■ 
Tliis mode and its consequences confirmed by anoth.er species 
of proof—Incidents on the passage—Manner of selling them 
when arrived at their destined ports—Deplorable situation of 
the refuse or sickly slaves—Separation of relations and friends— 
Mortality on the passage, and frequently after sale—Causes of 
this mortality—Opinions of several of the evidences on the 
trade. 

The natives of Africa having been made slaves in the 
manner described in the former chapters, are brought 
down for sale to the European ships. 

On being brought on board, says Dr. Trotter, they show 
signs of extreme distress and despair^ from a feeling of their 
situation, and regret at being torn from their friends and con- 
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mrthns; many retain those impressions for a long time ; in 
proof of which, tl)e slaves on board his ship being often 
heard in the night, making a howding, melancholy noise, 
expressive of extreme anguish, he repeatedly ordered the 
woman, who had been his interpreter, to inquire into the 
cause. She discovered it to be owing to their having- 
dreamed they w'ere in llmr ov:n. country a^jain, and finding 
themselves wdien awake, in the hold of a slave-ship. This 
c.vquisite sensibility was particularly observable among the 
women, many of whom, on such occasions, he found in hys¬ 
teric fits. 

The foregoing description, as far as relates to their de¬ 
jection when brouglit on boiird, and the cause of it is con¬ 
firmed by Hall, Wilson, Claxton, Ellison, Town, and Fal- 
conbridge, the latter of whom relates an instance of a young 
woncan who cried and pined away after being brought on 
hoard, who recovered when put on shore, and who hung 
I'.erself when informed site was to bt* sent again to the 
sliip. 

Captain Hall says, after the first eight or ten of them 
eoine on board, the men were put into irons. They are 
linked two and two together by the hands and feet, in 
which situation they continue till they arrive in the West 
Indies, except such as may be sick, wliose irons are then 
taken off. The women, however, he says, are always 
loose. 

On being brought up in a morning, says Surgeon Wil- 
.‘^on, an additional mode of securing them takes place, for 
to the shackles of each pair of them there is a ring, through 
which is reeved a large chain, which locks them all in a 
body to ring-bolts fastened to the deck. 

The time of their coming up in the morning, if fair, is 
described by Mr. Town to be between eight and nine, and 
tbe time of their remaining there to be till four in the after¬ 
noon. when they are again put below till the next morning. 
In the interval of being upon deck they are fed twice. 
They have also a pint of water allowed to each of them a 
day, which being divided is served out to them at two dif¬ 
ferent times, namely, after their meals. 

These meals, says Mr. Falconbridge, consist of rice, 
yams, and horse-beans, with now and then a little beef and 
bread. After meals they are made to jump in thew irons. 
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This is called dauchig by tlie slave dealers. In every ship 
lie has be('n desired to fog aiich as ivould not jump, lie 
had generally a cat-of-nine-tails in his hand among the 
women, and the chsel' mate, he believes, another among the 
men. 

'rhe parts, says Mr. O’axton, (to continue the account,) 
on which their shackles are fastened, are often excoriated 
by the violent exercise they are thus forced to take, of which 
they made many grievous complaints to ])im. In his ship 
even those who hatl the tiux, scurvy, and such edematous 
stveHings in their legs as made it painful to them to move 
at all. were compelled to dance by the cat. 

He says also, that on board his ship they sometimes 
sung, but not for their amusement. The captain ordered 
tliem to sing, and they sung songs of sorrow. The subject 
of their songs were tludr ivretched situation, and the idea of 
never returning home. He recollects their very words upon 
these occasions. 

The above account of shackling, messing, ^'dancing, and 
.singing the slaves, is allowed by all the evidences, as far as 
they speak to the same points, except by Mr. Falconbridge, 
in whose sliips the .slaves had a pint and a half of water 
per day. 

On the subject of the stowage and its consequence.s, Dr. 
Tiotler says, that the slaves in the pas.sage arc so crowded 
below, that it is impossible to walk through them, without 
treading on them. Those, who are (Uit of irons, are locked 
spoomcays, in the technical phrase, to one another. It is 
the first mate’s duty to see them stowed in this way every 
morning; those who do not get (piickly into their place's 
are compelled by a cat-of-nine-tails. 

When the scuttles are obliged to be shut, the grating.s 
are not sufficient for airing the rooms. He never himself 
could breathe freely, unless immediately under the hatch¬ 
way. He has seen tlie slaves drawing their breath with all 
those laborious and anxious efforts for life, which are ob¬ 
served in expiring animals, subjected by experiment to foul 
air, or in the exhausted receiver of an air-pump. He lias 
also seen them wlien the tarpaulings have inadvertently 


» The nece.ssity exercise for health is the reason given for 
compelling the sla\^.« to dance in the above manner. 
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been thrown o\'er (lie gratings, alteinpfing to lieave tliem 
up; crying out in tlicir own language;, He are 
On removiivg ihe tarpaulings viiul grat-ings, cIk*}' svuul!! lly 
to tlie hatchway with ail the sign.s of terror, and dread (d* 
suffocation. Many of them lie has seen in a dying slate, 
but some have recovered by being brought hitlier, or on the 
deck ; others AVere irrecoverably lost, by suffocation, having 
had no p7'evious siyns of indisjwsitlon, 

Mr. .Falconbridge also states on this head, that when em¬ 
ployed in stowing the slaves, lie made the most of the room, 
and imdged them in. They had not so much room as a man 
in his coffin, either in length or breadth. It was impossible 
for them to turn or shift with any degree of ease. He had 
often occa.sion to go from one side of their rooms to the 
other, in which case lie always took offi kis shoes, but could 
not avoid pinching them : he has the marks on his feef 
where they bit and scratched him. In every voyage when 
the ship was full they complained of heat and want of air. 
Confinement in this situation Avas so injurious, that he has 
known them go doxen apparexdly hi good health at night 
and found dead in the morning. On his last voyage he 
opened a stout man Avho so died. He found the contents 
of the thora.x and abdomen healthy, and therefore con¬ 
cludes he died of suffocation in the night. 

He Avas never among them for ten minutes beloAV to¬ 
gether, but Ids sldrt Avas as Avet as if dipped in Avater. 

One of his ships, the Alexander, coming out of Bonny, 
got aground on the bar, and w;is detained there six or 
stnen days, Avith a great savcH and heavy rain. At this 
time the air ports Avere obliged to be shut, and part of the 
gratings on the weather side covered : almost all the men 
slaves Avere taken ill Avith the flux. The last time he Avent 
down to see them it aaxis so hot tliat lie took off his shirt. 
More than iweniy of them had. then fainted, or were faint¬ 
ing. He got, however, several of them hauled on deck. 
Two or three of these died, and most of the rest before they 
reached the West Indies. He Avas doAAm only about fifteen 
minutes, and became so ill by it, that he could not get up 
Avithout lielp, and Avas disabled (the dysentery seizing liim 
also) from doing duty the rest of the passage. On board 
the same ship lie lias known Iavo or three instances of a 
dead and living slave found in the morning shackled together 
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The {'.rowded stale of the slaves, and the pulling off the shoes 
by Lhe surgeons as described above, that tliey nii^ht not 
luu’t them in traversing tlieir rooms, are additiiaialiy men¬ 
tioned by Surgeoiis Wilson and Claxton, The slaves ai'c 
said also by Hail and Wilson to coviplain on account of heat. 
Both Hall, Town, and Merely, described them as often in 
a violent perspiration or deio siveat. Mr. Ellison has seen 
themyv/i;/^ through heat, and obiigvid to be brought on deck, 
the steam coming up through the gratings like a furnace. 
In Wilson’s and Town’s ships some have gone below well in 
an evening, and in the morning have been found dead, and 
Mr. Newton has often seen a dead and living man chained 
together and to use his own words, one of the pair dead. 

To prove that this stowage, and of course that the con¬ 
sequences of it, must unavoidably be as described by the 
gentleman above, the following species of evidence and cal¬ 
culation may be resorted to. 

Captain Parrey of the Royal Navy was sent by government 
in the year 1788, to measure such of the slave vessels as 
were then lying at Liverpool, and to make a report of the 
same to the House of Commons. In this report are men¬ 
tioned the names of the different vessels, and their respec¬ 
tive dimensions as taken by him. The first of these, as de¬ 
livered by himself, is the Brookes, and as some one ship must 
be taken to make out the proof intended, it will be less ob¬ 
jectionable to take the first that comes than any other. 
The dimensions then of the Brookes, as reported by Captain 
Parrey will be found as in the annexed plans. 

Dimensions of the Ship. 

Feet. In. 


Length of the lower deck, gratings and bulk¬ 
heads included, at A A. 100 00 

Breadth of beam on lower deck inside, B B - - - 25 04 

Depth of Hold, 0 0 0, from ceiling to ceiling - - 10 00 

Height between decks, from deck to deck, - - - - 5 08 

Length of the ngen’s room, C C, on tlie lower deck 46 00 

Breadth of the room, C C, on the lower deck 25 04 

Length of the platfonns, D D, in the men’s room 46 00 

Breadth of the platfcrlns in the lien’s room on - - 

each side - - - ::.. 6 00 

Length of the boy’s room, EE. 13 09 
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Fc'ft. In. 

Bread ill of tlie boy’s room. 2o 00 

Breadth of platforms, FF, in boy’s room. 6 00 

Length of women’s room, G G. i28 06 

breadth of women’s room. 1^3 0(1 

Length of platforms, H. 11, in women’s ro<»m - - • 06 

Breadth of platforms in w'omeii’s room. 6 00 

Length of the gun-room, II, on the lower deck - 10 OC 

Breadth of the gur-roorn on tlie lower deck - - - 12 00 

Length of tlie quarter-deck, KK. 33 0(» 

lireadth of the quarterdeck, - -- --. 19 06 

i.ength of the cabin, LL - - - - - - -. 14 00 

i I eight of the cabin. (5 02 

Length of Uie half-deck, MM.- * - - 16 06 

Height of the half-deck,. 6 02 

Length of the platforms, N N, en the half-deck, - 16 06 

Breadth of tlie platforms on the half-deck, - • - 6 00 

'Fpperdeck, PP. 


Lot it now be supposed that the above are the real di- 
n ensions of the ship Brookes, and further, that every man 
.'.lave is to be allowed six feet by one foot four inches for 
< jcm, every woman live feet ten by one foot four, every boy 
i.ve feet by one foot two, and every girl four feet six by one 
foot, it will follow tliat tlie annexed plan of a slave vessel 
ill be precisely the representation of the ship Brookes, 
and of the exact number of persons neither more nor less, 
that could be slowed in the did'erent rooms of it upon tliese 
data. These, if counted, (* deducting tlie women stowed 
in Z, of tigures VI and V*Ii,) will be found to amount iofour 
hundred and jift^-one. Is"ow, if it be considered that the 
ship Brookes is of three hundred and twenty tons, and that 
she is allowed to carry by act of Parliament four hundred 
and fifty four iicraonf^, it is evident tliat if three more could 
be wedged among the number represented in the plan, this 
plan would contain precisely the number which tlie act di- 
rects ; and if it should be further considered that there ought 
to be in each apartment in the plan, one or more tubs, as 
well as stanchions to support the platforms and decks, for 

« By the late act of Parliament the space Z, which is half of tho 
half-deck, M Z, is appropriated to the seamen. 

B 5 
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which no deduction has been made, in order to give every 
possible advantage in stowing, then the above plan may be 
considered as giving a very favorable representation of the 
stowing of the negroes even since the late regulating act. The 
plan, therefore, abundantly proves that the stowage of these 
poor people, as well as the consequences of it, must have 
been as described by the evidences above ; for, if when four 
hundred and lifty-one slaves are put into the different rooms 
of the Brookes, the floors are not only covered with bodies, 
but these bodies actually touch each other, what must have 
been their situation when six hundred were stowed in them 
at the time alluded to by Dr. Trotter, who belonged to this 
ship, and six hundred and nine by the confession of the 
slave merchants in a subsequent voyage. 

To come now to the different incidents on the passage, 
Mr. Falconbridge says, that there is a place in every ship 
for the sick slaves, but there are no accomodations foi 
them, for they lie on the bare planks. He has seen fre¬ 
quently the prominent parts of their bones about the shoul¬ 
der blade and knees bare. 

He says he cannot conceive any situation so dreadful and 
disgusting as that of slaves when ill of the flux: in the 
Alexander, the deck was covered with blood and mucus, and 
resembled a slaughter-home. The stench and foul air were 
intolerable. 

The slaves, shackled together, frequently quarrel. In 
each department there are three or four tubs placed for 
their convenience : -those, however, at a distance find it dif¬ 
ficult to get over other slaves to these tubs : sometimes if 
one wants to go to them, his companion refuses to go with 


•» The situation of the slaves must be dreadful even on the pre¬ 
sent regulated plan; for their bodies not only touch each other, but 
many of them have not even room to sit upright: for when every de¬ 
duction has been made, the height above the platform JD F H, figure 
1, and below it CE G, is in the Brookes but t«o feet seven inches. 
'!’he average height in nine other vessels, measured by Captain 
Parrey, was only five feet two inches; and in the Venus and Kitty 
the. slaves had noL4.wo feet aborO or below the platforms. Tlie 
H^aveaJmmedialely under the beams must be in a still more dread¬ 
ful situation, as is seen by the plan; for in figure I, under the 
upper deck, P P, and lower deck, A A, these beams ave represented 
by shaded squares, as also they are introduced iu figures, II and 
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him ; if relaxed he exonerates while disputing over his 
neighbors. This causes great disturbance. 

He has known several slaves on board refuse sustenance; 
vntli a design to starve themselves. Compulsion was used in 
every ship he was in to make them take liieir iood. He has 
known also many instances of their refusing to take medicines 
when sick, because they wished to die. A woman on board 
tlie Alexander, was dejected from the moment she came 
on hoard, and refused both food and medicine : being ask¬ 
ed by the interpreter what she wanted, she replied, 7io- 
thing hut to die —and she did die. Many other slaves ex¬ 
pressed the same wish. 

The ships, he says, are fdted up ivith a vieio to prevent 
slaves jumping overboard ; notwithstanding which he has 
known instances of their doing so. In the. Alexander two 
were lost in this way. In the same voyage, near twenty 
jumped overboard out of the Enterprise, Captain Wilson, 
and several from a large Frenchman in Bonny river. 

In his first voyage he saw at Bonny, on board the 
Emilia, a woman chained to the deck, who, the chief mate 
said, was mad. On his second voyage, there was a woman 
on board his own ship, whom they were forced to chain at 
certain times. In a lucid interval she was sold at Jamaica. 
He ascribes this insanity to their being torn from their con¬ 
nections and country. 

Dr. Trotter, examined on the same subject, says, that 
the man sold with his family for witchcraft, (of which 
ne had been accused, out of revenge, by a Cabosheer, 
m 26.) refused all sustenance after he came on board. 
Early next morning it was found he had attempted to cut 
his throat. Dr. Trotter sewed up the wound, but the 
following night the man had not only torn out the sutures, 
but had made a similiar attempt on the other side. 
From the ragged edges of the wound, and the blood upon 
his finger ends, it appeared to have been done with his 
nails, for though strict search was made through all the 
rooms, no instrument was found. Fie declared he never 
would go loilk while men, uttered incoherent sentences, and 
looked wishfully at the skies. His hands were secured, but 
persisting to refuse all sustenance, he died of hunger in eight 
or ten clays. 

He remembers also an instance of a woman who 
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perished from refusing food: she was repeatedly flogged, 
and victuals forced into her mouth, but no means could 
make her swallow it, and she lived for the four last days 
in a state of torpid insensibility. 

A man jumped overboard, at Annamaboe and was 
drowned. Another also, on the Middle Passage, but he 
was taken up. A woman also, after having been taken 
up, was chained for some time to the mizen mast, but 
being let loose again made a second attempt, was again 
taken up, and expired under the floggings given her in 
consequence. 

Mr. Wilson, speaking also on the same subject, relates 
among many cases where force was necessary to oblige the 
slaves to take food, that of a young man. He had not 
been long on board before he perceived him get thin. On 
inquiry he found the man had not taken his food, and re¬ 
fused taking any. Mild means were then used to divert 
him from his resolution, as wefl as promises that he should 
have anything he wished for: but still he refused to eat. 
They then whipped him with the cat, but this also was in¬ 
effectual. He always kept his teeth so fast, that it was 
impossible to get anything down. They then endeavored 
to introduce a speculum oris between them: but the 
points were too obtuse to enter, and next tried a bolus 
knife, but with the same efifect. In this state he was for 
four or five days, when he was brought up as dead, to be 
thrown overboard ; but Mr. Wilson finding life still existing, 
repeated his endeavours though in vain, and two days 
afterwards he was brought up again in the same state as 
before. He then seemed to wish to get up. The crew 
assisted him, and brought him aft to the fire-place, when 
in a feeble voice, in his own tongue he asked for water, 
which was given him. Upon this they began to have 
hopes of dissuading him from his design, but he again 
shut his teeth as fast as ever, and resolved to die, and on 
the ninth day from his first refusal he died. 

Mr. Wilson says it hurt his feelings much to be obliged 
to use the cat so frequently to force them to take their 
food. In the very act of chastisement, they have looked 
up at him with a smile, and in their own language have 
said, presently we shall be no more.” 

In the same ship a woman found means to convey below. 
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the night preceding, some rope-yarn, which she tied to the 
head of the armorer’s vise, then in the women’s room. 
She fastened it round her neck, and in the morning was 
found dead, with her head lying on her shoulder, Avhence 
it appeared, she must have used great exertions to accom¬ 
plish her end. A young woman also hanged her.s# If, by 
tying rope-yarn to a batten, near her usual sleeping place, 
and then slipping off the platform. The next morning she 
was found warm, and he used the proper means for her 
recovery, but in vain. 

In the same ship also, when off Annabona, a slave on 
the sick list jumped overboard, and was picked up by the 
natives, but died soon afterwards. At another time, wlien 
at sea, the captain and officers, when at dinner, heard the 
alarm of a slave’s being overboard, and found it true, for 
they perceived him making every exertion to drown him¬ 
self. He "put his head under water but lifted his hands iip ; 
and thus went down, as f exulting that he had got away. 

Besides the above instance, a man slave who came on 
board apparently well, became afterwards mad, and at 
length died insane. 

Mr. Cliixton, the fourth surgeon examined on the.se 
points, declares the steerage and boy’s room to have been 
insufficient to receive the sick ; they were, therefore, obliged 
to place together those that were, and those that were not 
di.seased, and in consequence the disease and mortality 
spread more and more. The captain treated them with 
more tenderness than he has heard was usual, but the 
men were not humane. SomfT of the most diseased were 
obliged to keep on deck with a sail spread for them to 
lie on. This, in a little time, became nearly covered 
with blood and mucus, which involuntarily issued from 
them, and therefore the sailors, who bad the disagree¬ 
able (ask of cleaning the sail, grew angry with the slaves, 
and used to beat them inhumanly with their hands, or witli 
a cat. The slaves in consequence grew fearful of commit¬ 
ting this involuntary action, and when they perceived they 
had done it, would immediately creep to the tubs, and. 
there sit straining with such violence, as to produce a pro 
lapstis ani, which could not be cured. 

Some of the slaves on board the same ship, says Mr 
Cl ax ton, had such an aversion to leaving theirnative places, 
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that they threw niemselv(^s overboard, on an idea that Mey 
should ijd lack to their omi country. Tiie captain, in orde'’ 
to obviate this idea, thought of an expedient, viz : to cut 
off the heads of those who died, intimating to them. Unit 
if determined to go, they must return without their heads. 
The slaves wei'e accordingly brought up to witness 
operation. ' One of tliem seeing, when on deck, the car¬ 
penter standing with his hatchet up ready to strike off the 
head of a dead slave, with a violent exertion got loose, 
and flying to the place where the nettings had been un¬ 
loosed, in order to empty the tubs, he darted overboard^ 
The ship brought to, and a man was placed in the main* 
chains to catch him, which he perceiving, dived .under water, 
and rising again at a distance from the ship, made signs, 
which words cannot describe, expressive of his hap)piness in 
escaping. He then went down, and was seen no more. 
This circumstance deterred the captain from trying the 
expedient any more, and therefore he resolved for the 
future (o 5 he saw they were detemilned to throw themselves 
overboard) to keep a strict wuitch ; nothwithstanding which, 
some afterwards contrived to unloose the lashing, so that 
two actually threw themselves into the sea, and were lost; 
another was caught when about three parts overboard. 

All the above incidents, described as to have happened 
on the Middle Passage, are amply corroborated by the 
other evidences. The slaves lie. on the bare boards, says 
Surgeon Wilson. They are frequently bmised, and the 
prominent parts of the body excoriated, adds the same gen¬ 
tleman, as also Trotter and Newton. Their being linked 
together, their quarreling, and the difficulty of getting to 
their tubs, are additionally mentioned by Hall and Newton. 
They have been seen by Morley wallowing in their blood 
and excrement. Claxton, Ellison, and Hall describe them as 
refusing sustenance, and compelled to eat by the whip. 
Morley has seen the pannikin dashed against their teeth, 
and the rice held in their mouths, to make them swallow it, 
till they were almost strangled, and they have even been 
tlnimh-sc reived this view in the ships of Town and 
Millar. 


* To sliow tlie severity of this punishment, Mr. Dove says, that 
while two slaves were under the torture of the thumb-screws, the 
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The man also, says the former, stolen at Galenas river 
(p. 16 ), refused to cat, and 2iey.'iisied till he died. 

A woman, says the laitcr, who was brouglu on board, 
refused su.stenancc, neither v,'oiild she speak. She was then 
ordered the thumb-screws, suspended in the mizen rigging, 
and every attempt v/as made with the cat to compel her to 
eat, hut to no 'purpose. She died in three or four days 
afterwards. Mr. Millar was told that she had said the 
niglit befoi’c she died, “ She was going to her friends !” 

As a third specific instance, in another vessel, may be 
mentioned that related by Mr. Isaac Parker. There was 
a child, says he, on board, of nine months old, which re¬ 
fused to eat, for which the captain took it up in his hand, 
and Hogged it with a cat, saying at the same time, “ Damn 
you, I’ll make you eat, or I’ll kill you.” The same child 
having swelled feet, the captain ordered them to be put 
into water, though the ship’s cook told him it ivas too hot. 
This brought off the skin and nails. He then ordered sweet 
oil and cloths, which Isaac Parker himself applied to the 
feet; and as the child at mess time again refused to eat, 
the captain again took it up and flogged it, and tied a log 
of mango-wood, eighteen or twenty inches long, and of 
twelve or thirteen pounds weight, round its neck, as a pun¬ 
ishment. He repeated the flogging for four days together 
ac mess time. The last time after flogging it, he let it 
drop out of his hand, with the same expres.sion as before, 
and accordingly, in about three-quarters of an hour, the 
child died. He then called its mother to heave it over¬ 
board, and beat her for refusing. He, however, forced 
her to take it up, and go to the ship’s side, where, holding 
her head on one side to avoid the sight, she dropped her 
child overboard, after which she cried for many hours. 

Besides instances of slaves refusing to eat, with the 
view of destroying themselves, and dying in consequence 
of it, those of their going mad, are confirmed by Town, and 
of ihew jumpiing overboard, or attempting to do it, by Town, 
Millar, Ellison, and Hall. 

Other incidents on the passage, mentioned by some of 

sweat van down their faces, and they tvenibled as under a violent 
ague fit; and Mr. Ellison has known instances of their dying; a 
mortification having taken place in their thumbs in consequence 
of these screws. 
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the evidences in their examination, may be divided into 
three kinds. 

The first kind consists of iiisurreclioiis on the part of the 
slaves. Some of these frequently attempted to rise, but 
were prevented (Wilson, Town, Trotter, Newton, Dalrym- 
ple, Ellison) ; others rose, but were quelled (Ellison, New¬ 
ton, Falconbridge) ; and others rose, and succeeded, killing 
almost all the whites (Falconbridge and Town). Mr. Town 
says, that inquiring of the slaves into the cause of these 
insurrections, he has been asked, What business he had ta 
carry them from their cownlry ? They had wives and chil¬ 
dren, whom they wanted to he with. 

After an insurrection, Mr. Ellison says, he has seen them 
flogged, and the cook’s tormentors a:nd tongs heated to burn 
their fesh. Mr. New'ton also adds, that it is usual for cap¬ 
tains, after insurrections and plots happen, to flog the slaves. 
Some captains on board whose ships he has been, added the 
thumb-screw, and one in parlicuhr* told him repeatedly that 
he had put slaves to death after an insurrection by various 
modes of torture. 

The second sort of incident on the passage is mentioned 
by Mr. Falconbridge in the instance of an English vessel 
Uow'vny up off G-alenas, and most of the men slaves, enkm- 
yled in their irons perisJtivg. 

The third sort is described by Mr. Hercules Ross as fol¬ 
lows. One instance, says lie, marked with peculiar circum¬ 
stances of horror, occurs :—About twenty years ago a ship 
From Africa, with about four hundred slaves on board, struck 
upon souie shoals, called the Morant Keys, distant eleven 
leagues, S.S.E., off’ the east end of Jamaica. The officers 
and seamen of the ship landed in their boats, carrying with 
tiiem arms and provisions. The slaves were left on board 
in their irons and shackles. This happened in the nighi 
time. The Morant Keys consist of three small sandy islands, 
and he understood that the siiip had struck upon the shoals, 
at about half a league to windward of tliera. When morning 
tiame, it was discovered that the negroes had got out of their 
irons, and were busy making rafts, upon wdiich tliey placed 
the women and children, whilst the.men, and others capa¬ 
ble of swimming, attended upon the rafts, whilst they drifted 
before tlie wind towards the island'where the seamen had 
landed. From an ayprekension that the negroes would 
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consume the water and provisions whicli the seamen had 
landed, they canrie to the resolution of destroying them, by 
means of their fire-arms and other weapons. As the poor 
wrt;tches approached the shore, they adunlly destroyed be¬ 
tween. three and four hundred of them. Out of the wliole 
cargo, only thirty-three or thirty four were saved, and brought 
to Kingston, where Mr. Ross saw them sold at public ven¬ 
due. This ship, to tiie best of his recollection, was consign¬ 
ed to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of the parish of St. Elizabeth. 

Mr. Ross says, in extenuation of this massacre, that the 
crevr were probably drunk, or they would not have acted 
so, but he does not know it to have been the ca.se. 

When the ships arrive at their destined ports, the slaves 
are exposed to sale. They' are sold either by scramble 
or by vendue, {i. e.) public auction, or by lots. The sale 
fay scramble is thus described by Mr. Falconbridge. “In 
the Emilia, says he, at Jamaica, the ship was darkened 
with sails, and covered round. The men slaves were placed 
on the main-deck, and the women on the quarter-deck. 
The purchasers on shore were informed a gun would be 
fired when they were ready to open the sale. A great 
number of people came on board with tallies or cards in 
their hands, with their own names upon them, and rushed 
through the barricado door with the ferocity of brutes. 
Some had three or four handkerchiefs tied together, to encir¬ 
cle as many as they thought fit for their purpose. In the 
yard at Grenada, he adds, (where another of his ships, the 
Alexander, sold by scramble,) the women were .so terrified, 
that several of them got out of the yard, and ran abou*; 
St. George’s town as if they were mad. In his second voy¬ 
age, while lying at Kingston, he saw a sale by scramble on 
board the Tryal, Captain Macdonald. Forty or fifty of 
the slaves leaped into the sea, all of which, however, he 
believes, were taken up again.” ^This is a very general 
mode of sale. Mr. Baillie says, it was the common mode 
in America where he has been. Mr. Fitzraaurice has been 
at twenty sales by scramble in Jamaica. Mr. Clappeson 
never saw any other mode of sale during his residence there, 
and it is mentioned as having been practiced under the in¬ 
spection of Morley and of Trotter. 

The slaves sold by public auction, or vendue, are generally 
the refuse or sickly slaves. These are in such a state of 
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health, that they sell, says Baillic, ijreatly under price. 
Falcon bridge has known iheni sold for Jive dollars each. 
Town for a guinea, and Mr. Hercules Ross as low as a 
single dollar. 

The state of such is described tu be very deplorable by 
General Tottenham and Mr. Hercules Ross. The former 
says, that he once observed at Barbadoes a number of slaves 
that had been landed from a ship. They Avere brought 
into the yard adjoining tlie place of .sale. Those that were 
not very ill w^ere put into little huts, and those that were 
worse were left in the yard to die, for nohodij gave them any¬ 
thing to eat or drink ; and some of tlmn lived three days in 
that situation. The latter has frequently seen the very re¬ 
fuse fas they are termed) of the slaves of Guinea ships 
landed and carried to the vendue masters in a very wretch¬ 
ed state ; sometimes in the agonies of death ; and he has 
knoAvn instances of their expiring hi the piazza of the vendue 
master. 

Mr. Hewton says, that in none of the sales he saw was 
there any care ever taken to prevent such slaves as Avere 
relations from being separated They were separated as 
sheep and lambs by the butcher. This separation of relations 
and friends is confirmed by Davison, Trotter, Clappeson, 
and Town. Fitzmaurice also mentions the same, Avith an 
exception only to infants ; but Mr. Falconbridge says, that 
one of his captains (Frazer) recommended it to the plan¬ 
ters, never to separate relations and friends. He says he 
once heard of a person refusing to purchase a man’s wife, 
and Avas next day informed the man had hanged himself. 

With respect to the mortality of slaves in the passage, 
Mr. Falconbridge says, that in three voyages he purchased 
elcA'en hundred, and lost one hundred and ninety-one; 
Trotter, in one voyage, about six hundred, and lost about 
seventy; Millar, in one voyage, four hundred and ninety, 
and lost one hundred and eighty ; Ellison, in three Amyages, 
Avhere he recollects the mortality, bought eight hundred 
and ninety-five, and lost three hundred and fifty-six. In 
one of these A'oyages, says the latter, the sla\’-es had the 
small-pox. In this case he has seen the platform one con¬ 
tinued scab ; eight dr ten of them were hauled up dead in a 
morning, and the flesh and skin 2^eeled of their wrists when 
taken hold of. " 
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Mr. Morley says, lhat in four voyages he purchased about 
one thousand three liundred and twenty-five, and lost about 
three hundred and thirteen. Mr. Town, in two voyag-e.s, 
six hundred and thirty, and ]o.st one hundred and fifteen. 
Mr. Claxton, in one voyage, two hundred and fifty, and 
lost one hundred and thirty-two. In this voyage, lie says, 
they were .so straitened for provisions, that if they had been 
ten days more at sea, they must either have eaten the slaves 
that died, or have made the living slaves walk the plaYik, a 
term in me among Guinea captains for making the slaves 
throw themselves overboard. He says also that he fell in with 
the Hero, Captain Witliers, which had lost tliree hundred 
and sixty slaves, or more than half her cargo, by tlie small¬ 
pox. The surgeon of the Hero told him, that when the 
slaves w'ere removed from one place to another, they left 
marks of their skin and blood upon the deck, and it was the 
most horrid sight he had ever seen. 

Mr. Wilson states, that in his ship, and three others, be¬ 
longing to the same concern, they purchased among them 
two thousand and sixty-four slaves, and lost five hundred and 
eighty-six. He adds, that he fell in with the Hero, Captain 
Withers, at St. Thomas’s, which had lost one hundred and 
fifty-nine slaves by the smrdl-pox. Captain Hall, in two 
voyages, purchased five hundred and fifty, and lost one 
hundred and ten. He adds, that he has known some ships 
in the slave trade bury a quarter, some a third, and others 
halfoi their cargo. It is very zineommon to find ships with¬ 
out some loss in their slaves.^ 

Besides those which die on the passage, it must be noticed 
here, that several die soon after tliey are sold. Sixteen, says 
Mr. Falconbridge, were sold by auction out of the Alexan¬ 
der, all of whom died before the ship left the West Indies. 
Out of fourteen, says Mr. Claxton, sold from his ship in an 
infectious state, only four lived ; and though in the four voy¬ 
ages, mentioned by Mr. Wilson, no less than five hundred 
and eighty-six perished on the passage, out of two thou- 

*']'otal purchased, seven thousand nine liundred and four, lost 
two thousand and fifty-three, exclusive of the Hero, being above one 
fourth of the number purchased. The reader will observe, that 
Mr. Ulaxton fell in with the Hero on one voyage, and Mr. Wilson 
on another. 
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sand and sixty-four, yet two hundred and twenty additionally 
died of tlie small-pox in a very little time alter their de¬ 
livery in the river Pla'.e, making the total loss for those 
ships lujl less than eight hundred and thirty-six, out of two 
thousand and sixty-four. 

The causes of the disorders which carry off the slaves in 
such numbers are ascribed, by Mr. Falconbridge to a dis¬ 
eased mind, sadden transitions f rom heat to cold, a [lUtrid at¬ 
mosphere, waliou'ing in their own excrements, and beituj shackd- 
ed together. A diseased mind, he says, is undoubtedly one 
of the causes ; for many of the slaves on board ndused 
medicines, giving as a reason, that they wanted, to die, and 
could never be cured. Some few on the other hand, who 
did not appear to think so muck of their situation, recovered. 
That shackling together is also another cause, was evident 
from the circumstance of the men dying in ticke. the propor¬ 
tion the women did ; and so long as the trade continues, he 
adds, they must he shackled together, for no man will attempt 
to carry them out of irons. 

Surgeon Wilson, examined on the same topic speaks near¬ 
ly in the same manner. He says, that of the death of two- 
thirds of those who died in his ship, the primary cause was 
melancholy. rThis was evident, not only from the symptoms 
of the disorder, and the circumstance that no one who had 
it was ever cured, whereas those who had it not, and yet were 
ill, recovered; but from the language of the slaves themselves, 
who declared ihoi they loished to die, as also from Captain 
Smith’s own declaration, who said, their deaths were to be 
ascribed to their thinking so much of their situation. Though 
several died of the flux, he attributes their death primarily 
to the cause before assigned ; for, says he, their original dis¬ 
order was a fixed melancholy, and the symptoms, lowness of 
spirits and despondency. Hence they refused food. This 
only increa.sed the symptoms. The stomach afterwards got 
weak. Hence the belly ached, fluxes ensued, and they 
were carried off. 

Mr. Town, the only other person who speaks of the 
causes of the disorders of the slaves, says, “ they often fall 
sick, sometimes owing to their crowded state but mostly to 
grief for being carried away from their country and friends.’* 
This iie knows from inquiring frequently (which he was ena- 
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bled to do by understanding their language) into the cir¬ 
cumstances of their grievioiis complaints.'^ 

As the trade may be said to end on the delivery of the 
slaves in the West Indies, it may not be improper to state 
the opinion of some of the evidence concerning it. 

Mr. Wilson states, that his reason for quitting his late 
employment was, that he did not like to continue in a trade, 
that did not perfectly coincide with his ideas, and was not 
to his satisfaction, being obliged to make use of means for 
the preservation of the cargo, contrary to his feelings and 
sense of humanity. 

Mr. Falconbridge declares, that in his first and second 
voyage, he reflected but little on the justice or injustice of 
the trade. In his last voyage he reflected more, and the 
more he did so, the more he was convinced it was an un¬ 
natural, iniquitous, and villainous trade, and he could not 
reconcile it to his conscience. This was the reason tor his 
leaving it. He adds, that he believes, at the time he left it, 
he could have gone again with Captain Frazer, if he had 
chosen it, and he was afterwards repeatedly solicited to go to 
the Gold Coast by Captain Thompson. 

Captain Wilson declares, from the whole of liis experience, 
as an impartial man, he has long since formed an opinion, 
{'which each succeeding day's experience has justified and con¬ 
firmed,) that it is a trade evidently founded on injustice and 
treachery, manifestly carried on by oppression and cruelty, 
and not unfrcqiiently terminating in murder. 

Captain Hall makes a declaration also, that when he left 
the trade he could have obtained the command of a ship in 
it, which command at that time would have been a very luc¬ 
rative one, but that be quitted it from a conviction that it 
■was perfectly illegal, and founded in blood. 


*It is evident from hence, that no regulation of the trade can heal 
the evils in this branch of the subject. It can never cure melan¬ 
choly or a diseased mind. It can never prevent an injured people 
from rising, if out of irons, nor can it take away corrupted air, unless 
it reduce the number to be carried so low, as not to make it worth 
the while of the slave merchants to transport them. 
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Africans, when bought, their general estimation and treatment— 
These become either plantation or in ami out-door slaves - 
Labor of the plantation slaves in and out of crop—'J'lieir days 
of rest—Food—Clothing—Houses—Property — Situation of the 
in and out-door slaves—Ordinary punishment of the slaves by 
the whip and cowskin—Frequency and severity of these punish¬ 
ments—Extraordinary punishments of many kinds—The con¬ 
cern which the very women take in these ordinary and extra¬ 
ordinary punishments—The different nominal olfences, mentioned 
in the evidence, which occasion them — Capital offences and 
punishments—Slaves turned off to steal, beg, or starve, when 
incapable of labor—Slaves have little or no redress against ill 
usage of any sort—Laws lately enacted, but not with an inten¬ 
tion to serve the slaves, and of little or no use. 

The natives of Africa, when bought by the European colo¬ 
nists, are generally esteemed, says Dr. Jackson, a species 
of inferior beings, whom the right of purchase gives the owner 
a power of using at his will. Consistently with this defini¬ 
tion, we find the evidence asserting with one voice, that 
they “ have no legal protection against their masters,” and 
of course that “ their treatment varies according to the dis¬ 
position of their masters.” If their masters be good men, 
says the Dean of Middleham, they are well off, but if not, 
they suffer. The general treatment, however, is desciibed 
to be very severe. Some speak more moderately than others 
upon it, but all concur in the general usage as being bad. 
Mr. Woolrich, examined upon this point, says, that he never 
knew the best master in the West Indies use his slaves so 
well as the worst master his servants in England ; that their 
state is inconceivable; that it cannot be described to the 
full understanding of those who have never seen it, and 
that a sight of some gangs would convince more tfian all 
words. Others again make use of the words, “ used with 
great cruelty,—“like beasts or worse and the Dean of 
Middleham, after balancing in his mind all his knowdedge 
upon this subject, cannot say, (setting aside on one hand 
pariicular instances of great severity, and on the other 
hand particular instances of great humanity) that treatment 
altogether humane and proper was the lot of such as he 
had either observed or heard of. 
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To come to a more particular description of their treat¬ 
ment, it Avill be proper to divide them into dilFerent classes. 
The first may be said to consist of those who are bought 
for the plantation vsc. These will be artilicers of various 
descriptions, and the held slaves.Tlie second will con¬ 
sist of what may be termed in or out-door slaves. The for¬ 
mer are domestics botli in town and country, and the latter 
porters, fishermen, boatmen, and the like. 

The field slaves, Avhose case is the first to be considered, 
are called out by day-light to their work. For this purpose 
the shell blows, and they hurry into the field. If they are 
not therein time they are flogged. When put to their work, 
they perform it in rows, and, ivitkoat e.vception, 'under the whip 
of drivers, a certain number of whom are allotted to each 
gang. By these means the weak are made to keep up with 
the strong. Mr. Fitzmaurice is sorry to say that, from this 
cause, many of them are hurried to the grave, as the able, 
even if placed with the weakly to bring them up, will leave 
them behind, and then the weakly are generally flogged up 
by the driver. This, however, is the mode of their labor. 
As to the time of it, they begin, as before said, at day-light, 
and continue, with two intermissions, (one for half an hour 
in the morning, and the other for two lioiirs at noon,) till 
sunset. 

The above description, however, does not include the 
whole of their operations for the day, for it is expected that 
they shall range about and pick grass for the cattle. It is 
clear, from the different evidences, that the custom of grass¬ 
picking varies, as to the time in Avliich it is to be done, on 
different estates, for on some it is to be done within the 
intervals of rest said to be allowed at noon, and on others 
after the labor of the day. It is complained of, however, in 
either case, as a great grievance, inasraucli as it lengthens 
the time of work ; as also because, particularly in droughts, 
it is very difficult to find grass at ail, and because if they 
do not bring it in sufficient quantities, they are punished. 
Grass-picking, says Captain Wraith, is one of the most fre¬ 
quent causes of punishment. He has seen some flogged 
for not getting so great a quantity of it as others, and that 


* Among these are again included watchmen, drivers, and head- 
negroes. 
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at a time when lie has thought it impossible they could have 
gotten half the quantity, having been upon the spot. 

It is impossible to pass over in .silence the almost total 
want of indulgence which the women slaves frequently ex¬ 
perience during the operations in the field. It is asserted 
by Diilrymple, that the drivers in using their whip never 
distinguish sex. As to pregnant women, and such as had 
children, Mr. Davies believes they were allowed to come 
into the field a little later than the rest. They did little 
work after they were four months gone with child, in the 
experience of Mr. Duncan. Dr. Harrison also has known 
some overseers allow complaining pregnant women to retire 
from work, but he has seen them laboring in the field, 
when the}'’ seemed to have but a few months to go; they 
were generally worked as long as able. Much the same 
work, says Mr. Cook, was expected from pregnant women 
as others. He has seen them hoeing till a few hours of 
their deliveryj and has known them receive thirty-nine 
lashes while in this state. Mr. Woolrich thinks the pregnant 
women had some little indulgences, but it was customary ibr 
them to work in the field till near their time. The whip 
was occasionally used upon them, but not so severely as 
upon the men. Mr. Rees observing the gangs at work, saw 
a pregnant woman rather behind the rest. The driver 
called her to come on, and going back struck her with the 
whip up towards her shoulders. He asked another preg¬ 
nant woman, if she was forced to work like the rest, and she 
said. Yes. Sir G. Young adds, that women were consider¬ 
ed to miscarry in general from their hard field labor; and 
Captain Hall says, that, where they had children, they 
were sent again after the month to labour with the children 
upon their backs, and so little time afforded them to attend 
their wants, that he has seen a woman seated to give suck 
to her child, roused from that situation by a severe blow 
from the cart whip.* 

The above accounts of the mode and duration of the la¬ 
bor of the field slaves, are confined to that season of the 


*In some estates, it is usual to dig a hole in the ground, in 
which they put the bellies of pregnant women, while they whip 
them, that they may not excuse punishment, nor yet endanger the 
life of the woman or child. (Dr. Jackson, Lieutenant Davison.) 
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year which is termed “Out of Crop,’’ or the time in which 
the}!' are preparing the lands for the crop. In the crop 
season, however, the labor is of much longer duration. 
Weakly handed estates, says Mr, Fitzniaurice, which are 
far the most numerous, form their negroes, in crop, into two 
spells, which generally change at twelve at noon, and twelve 
at night. The boilers and others about the works, relieved 
at twelve at noon, cut canes from shell-blow, (half-past one) 
till dark, when they carry cane-tops or grass to the cattle 
pens, and then they may rest till twelve at night, when they 
relieve the spell in the boiling-house, by which they them¬ 
selves had been relieved at twelve in the day. On all the 
estates the boiling goes on night and d-ay without intermis¬ 
sion ; but well handed estates have three spells, and inter¬ 
missions accordingly. 

Mr. Dalrymple, speaking also of their labor in time of 
crop, says, they are obliged to work as long as they can, which 
is- as long as they can keep awake, or stand on their legs. 
Sometimes they fall asleep, through excess of fatigue, when 
their arms are caught in the mill, and torn off. He saw 
several who had lost their arras in that way. 

Mr. Cook states, on the same subject, that in crop-time 
they work in general about eighteen hours out of the twen¬ 
ty-four, and are often hmi through mere fatigue and want of 
sleep. He knew a girl lose her hand by the mill v, bile 
feeding it, for being overcome by sleep, she dropped against 
the" rollers. He has heard of several instances of this 
kind. 

To this account of the labor of the .slaves, both in and 
out of crop, it must be added here, that on some estates, it 
appears by the evidence, they have Sunday and Saturday 
afternoon out of crop to themselves, that is, to cultivate their 
own grounds for their support; on others, Sunday only; and 
on otliers, Sunday only in part, for some people, says the 
Dean of Middleham, required meat for the cattle on Sundays 
to be gathered twice in the day; and Lieutenant Davison 
says he has known them forced to work on Sundays for their 
masters. It appears again, that in crop, on no estates, have 
tliey more than Sunday for the cultivation of their lands. 
The Dean of Middleham has known them continue boil¬ 
ing the sugar till late on Saturday night and in one instance 
remembers it to have been protracted till sun-rise-on 
E ,6 
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Sunday morning and the care afterwards of setting up the 
sugar-jars must have required several hours. 

The point which may be considered next, may be that 
of the slaves’ food. This appears by the evidence to be sub¬ 
ject to no rule. On some estates tliey are allowed land, 
which they cultivate for themselves at the times mentioned 
above, but they have no provisions allowed them, except, 
perliaps, a small present of salt fish, or beef, or salt pork, at 
Christmas. On others they are allowed provisions, but no 
land ; and on others again they are allowed land and pro¬ 
visions jointly. Without enumerating the different rations 
mentioned to be allowed them by the different evidences, it 
may be sufficient to take the highest. The best allowanoo 
is evidently at Barbadoes, and the following is the account 
of it. The slaves in general, says General Tottenham, ap¬ 
peared to be ill fed ; each slave had a pint of grriin for twenty- 
four hours, and sometimes half a rotten herring, when to be 
had. .When the herrings were for the whites, they were 
bought up by the planters for the slaves. Mr. Davis says, 
that on tiio.se estates in Barbadoes where he li.as seen the 
slaves’ allowance dealt out, a grown negro had nine pints of 
corn, and about one pound of salt fish a week, but the grain 
of the West Indies is much lighter than wheat. He is of 
opinion that, in general, they were too sparingly fed. The 
Dean of Middleliam also mentions nine pints per week as 
the quantity given, but that he has known masters abridge 
it in the time of crop. This is the greatest allowance men¬ 
tioned throughout the whole of the evidence, and this is one 
of the cases in which the slaves bad provisions but no land. 
Where, on the other hand, they have land and no pi ovi- 
sions, all the evidences agree that it is quite ample to their 
support but that they have not sufficient 'time to cultivate it. 
Their lands, too, are often at the distance of three iniles from 
their houses, and Mr. Giles thinks the slaves were often so 
fatigued by the labor of the week as scarcely to be capable of 
working in them on Sunday for their own use. It is also 
mentioned as a great hardship, that often when they had 
cleared these lands, their master has taken them away for 
canes, giving them new wood-land in their stead, to be 
cleared afresh. This circumstance, together with the 

*■ It appcav.s that they have three or four holidays in the year, 
but the days are not .specified. 



THE FOOD OF THE PLANTATION SLAVES 67 

removal of theirhouses, many of them have so taken to heart 
as to have died. 

Whether or no their food may be considered as sufficient 
in general for their support, may be better seen from the 
following than the preceeding account. Mr. Cook says, 
tliat they have not sufficient food. He has known both 
Africans and Creoles^ eat the putrid carcasses of animals, 
and is convinced they did it through icant. Mr. J. Terry 
has known them, on estates where they have been ivorse fed 
than on others, eat the putrid carcasses of animals also. 
Head mules, horses, and cows, says Mr. Coor, were all burnt 
under the inspection of a white man. Had they been 
buried, the negroes would have dug them up in the night 
to eat them through hunger. It was generally said to be 
done to prevent the negroes from eating them, lest it should 
breed distempers. 

Besides these, there are proofs of a different nature. 
Giles, Coor, Captain Giles, Captain Smith, Havison, Dun¬ 
can, Harrison, and Dalrymple, agree, that many of the 
slaves in the West Indies were thieves, but they all agree 
also in asserting, that ihey stole in consequence of hunger, 
or being ill fed. The usual objects of their theft are said by 
Terry, Clappeson, Duncan, Harrison, and the Dean of Mid- 
dleham, to be provisions or food. Wheie they were well 
fed, on the other hand, say Davison and Captain Giles, 
they did not ste(d,\ and where they were ill fed, say 
Terry and Duncan, they stole at the very hazard of their 
lives. The Dean of Middleham and Harrison confirm this, 
by stating tliat several, in consequence of attempting to 
steal provisions, have been brought home wounded, and 
almost cut to pieces, by the watchmen. 

On the subject of their clothing, there is the same varia¬ 
tion as to quantity, as in their food. It depends on the 


♦ All tliose born in the Mands, are called Creoles. Some have 
attributed the eating of the putrid carcasse.s of animals to the 
intiated taste of the slaves contracted in their own country, but the 
circumstance of those eating them, who are born in the islands, to¬ 
tally disproves the allegation, and points out the real cause as 
assigned above. 

+ There is a saying in the West Indies, “that you never see a 
negro but you see a thief;”—a saying which has a tendency to 
hurt the negroes in the estimation of those who hear it, but wfiicli 
it is easy to explain from the above accounts. 
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disposition and circumstances of their masters. Tiie largest 
allowance in tlie evidence is tliat wliich is mentioned by 
Dr. Harrison. The men, he says, at Cliristmas, are al¬ 
lowed two coats, and two pair of Osnaburgh trowsers, and 
the women two frocks and two shifts a piece. Some also 
have two handkerchiefs for the head. They have no other 
clothes than these, except they get them by their own extra 
labor. Woolrich and Coor agree, that as far as their ex¬ 
perience went, the masters did not expend, for the clothing 
of their slaves, more tlian half a crown or three shillings a 
year; and Cook says that they are in general but very in¬ 
differently clothed, and that one half of them go almost naked 
in the field. 

With respect to their houses and lodging, the accounts 
of the three following gentlemen will suffice. 

Mr. Woolrich states their houses to be small square huts 
built with poles, and thatched at the top and sides with a 
kind of bamboo, and built by the slaves themselves. He 
describes them as lying in the middle of these huts before 
a small fire, but to have no bedding. Some, he says, ob¬ 
tain a board or mat to lie on before the fire A few of the 
head-slaves have cabins of boards raised from the floor, 
but no bedding, except some, wdm have a coarse blanket. 

The Reverend Mr. Rees, describing their houses nearly 
in the same manner, observes that their furniture consists 
of stools and benches, that they had no beds or bedding 
in the houses he was in, but that some of them slept on 
the ground, and others on a board raised from it. 

Some of the new slaves, says Dr. Harrison, have a few 
blankets, but it is not the general practice ; for in general 
they have no bedding at all. 

Of the property of the field slaves, (the next article to 
be considered,) the following testimonies will give a suffi¬ 
cient illustration. 

Many field slaves, says Mr. Woolrich, have it not in their 
power to earn anything, exclusive of their* master’s work. 
Some few raise fowls, and some few pigs, and sell them, 
but their number is very fev). 

Mr. Dalrymple does not say, that slaves never become 
possessed of much property, but he never knew an instance 
of it, nor can he concieve hoio they can have time for it. 

The Dean of Middleham observes, that the quantity of 
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ground allowed to field slaves for raising provisions does 
not admit of their frequently possessing any considerable 
property. It is not likely they can spare much of their pro¬ 
duce for sale. Someiimes they possess a pig, and two or 
three fowls, and if they have also a few plantain trees, these 
may be the means of supplying them with knives, iron 
pots, and such other conveniences as their masters do 
not allow them. 

The greatest property Mr. M. Terry ever knew a field 
slave to possess was two pigs, and a little poultry. A field 
slave has not the means of getilng much property. 

Mr. J. Terry has known the field slaves so poor as not to 
be able to have poultiy. They were not allowed to keep 
sheep on any estate he knew. On some they might keep 
two or three goats, but very few allowed it. Some keep 
pigs and poultry, if able to buy any. 

To these testimonies it may be added, that all the evi¬ 
dences, to whom the question has been proposed, agree in 
answering, that they never knew nor Imard of a field slave 
ever amassing such a sum, as enabled him to purchase his 
own freedom. 

With respect to the artificers, such as house carpenters, 
coopers, and masons, and the drivers and head slaves who 
form the remaining .part of the plantation slaves, they are 
described as having in general a more certain allowance of 
provisions, and as being better off. 

Having now described the state of the plantation, it will 
be proper to say a few words on that of the in and out¬ 
door slaves. The in-door slaves, or domestics, are allowed 
by all the evidence, to be better clothed, and less worked 
then the others, and invariably to look better. Some, how¬ 
ever, complain of their being much pinched for food,* and 
tlie women often so as to be driven to prostitution, but the 
general account is, that they are better fed than the field 
slaves. Their life, however, is described to be often 
wretched by being continually under the eye of their mas¬ 
ters and mistresses, and, theretore, continually subject to be 
teazed and mortified at their caprice, so that Forster, (as will 
be explained hereafter,) thinks their situation even harder, 

^ Some gi’. u them one, two, or three bits a week to maintain 
fiwinselves upon, but the mode of feeding them, as well as their 
allowance, is subject to no rule. 
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in this inspect than that of the Jield slaves, and Coor has 
known many of them wish to be sent into the field. 

With respect to the out-door slaves, several persons, who 
have a few slaves, and little work, allow them to work out. 
and oblige them to bring home three or four bits a day. 
Tbe situation of these is considered to be very hard, for they 
are often unable to find work, and to earn the stated sum, 
and yet, if they fail, they are severely punished. Mr. Clap- 
peson has known them steal grass, and sell it, to make up 
the sum required. 

In this description may be ranked such as follow the oc¬ 
cupation of porters. I’liese are allowed to work out, and 
at the end of the week obliged to bring home to their mas¬ 
ters a certain weekly sum. Their situation is much aggra¬ 
vated by having no fixed rates. If, say.s Forster,* on being 
ofiered too little for their work they remonstrate, they are 
often beaten, and receive nothing, and should they refuse 
the next call from the same person, they are summoned 
before a magistrate, and punished on tiic parade for refusal, 
and he has known them so punished. 

To the same description belong those unhappy females, 
who have leave to go out for prostitution, and are obliged 
to bring their owners a certain payment per week. Hand¬ 
some women are expected to bring home more money than 
the ordinary. They are j^unished if they return without tht 
full wages of their prostitution. 

Having now described the laboi’, food, clothing, houses, 
property, and difi'erent kinds of employment of the planta ¬ 
tion, as well as the situation of the in and out-door slaves, 
as far as the evidence will warrant, it may be proper to ad¬ 
vert to their punishiinents; and first, to those that are in¬ 
flicted by the cowskin or the whip. 

In the towns many people have their slaves flogged upon 
their own premises, in which case it is performed by a man, 
who is paid for it, and who goes round the town in quest 
of delinquents. But those, says Mr. H. Ross, who do not 
choose to disturb their neighbors with the slave’s cries, send 
them to the wharves or jail, where they are corrected, also 
by persons paid. At other times they are whipped publicly 
round the town, and at others tied down, or made to stand 
in spme public place, and receive it there. 

* Mr. Forster speaks of Antijfua. 
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When they are flogged on the wharves, to wliich tliey go 
for the convenience of the cranes and vveiglits, tliey are 
described by H. Ross, Morley, Jefl'reys, Town, and Captain 
Scott, to have their arms tied to the hooks of the crane, and 
tceights of fifty-six pounds applied to their feet. In tliis 
.situation the crane is wound up, so that it lifts them nearly 
from the ground and keeps them in a stretched posture, 
when t!ie whip or cowskin is used. After this they are 
again whipped, but with ehony hushes, (which are more 
prickly than the thorn buslies in this country,) in order to 
let out the congealed blood. Captain Scott, describing it says, 
that he saw a white man pursue a negro into the water, 
bring- him out, and take him to tlie wharf, where he had 
liirn hung up to a crane by tlie hands, which were tied 
togethei-, and weights tied to liis feet. When thus hoisted 
up, but 50 as still to touch the ground, another negro was 
ordered to whip him with a prickly busli. He walked away 
from-tlie disagreeable sight. The next day he saw the same 
negro lying on the beach, and, with the assistance of another 
taking tlie prickles out of his breech, seemingly swelled and 
bloody. The negro assigned as a reason for the whipping, 
the wharfinger thought he had staid too long on an errand. 

Respecting the whippings in jail and round the town, 
Dr. Harrison thought them too severe to be inflicted on any 
of the human species. He attended a man, who had been 
flogged in jail, who was ill in consequence five or six 
weeks. It was by his master’s order for not coming 'when 
he ivas called. He could lay two or three fingers in the 
wounds made by the whip. 

On the other mode General Tottenham observes, that 
he was at a planter’s house when the jumper came. He 
heard him ask the master, if ho had any commands for him. 
The master replied, No. The jumper then asked the mis¬ 
tress, who i-eplied Yes. She directed him to take out tw'o 
veiy decent women, who attended at table, and to give 
each of them a dozen lashes. General Tottenham expos¬ 
tulated with her, but in vain. They were taken out to the 
public parade, and he had the curiosity to go wdth them. 
The jumper carried a long whip like our wagoners. He 
ordered one of the womei*. to turn her back, and to take up 
her clothes entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the breech. 
Every stroke brought flesh from her. She behaved with 
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astonishing fortitude. After the punishment, she, according 
to custom, curtsied and thanked him; the ot!ier had the 
same punishment, and behaved in the same way. 

The punishments in the country by means of the whip 
and cowskin appear to differ, except in one instance, from 
those which have been mentioned of the town. 

It is usual for those, says Mr. Coor, who do not come 
into the field in time to be punished. In this case, a few 
steps before they join the gang, they throw down the hoe, 
clap both hands on their heads, and patiently take ten, 
fifteen, or-twenty lashes. 

The mode of punishment, as seen by Captain Smith and 
several others, (and which is the general mode,) was as 
follows :—A negro was stretched on his belly on the ground, 
with a slave to hold each hand and leg, or each hand and 
leg was fastened to a stake. The punisiiment was inflicted 
by a negro with a long whip, tapering from the size of a 
man’s thumb to a small lash. At every stroke a piece of 
flesh was drawn out, and that with much unconcern to the 
director of the punishment. 

There is another mode described by Mr. Coor. About 
eight o’clock, says he, the overseer goes to breakfast, and 
if he has any criminals at home, he orders a black man to 
follow him ; for it is then usual to take such out of the 
stocks, and flog them before the overseer’s house. The 
method is generally this ;—The delinquent is stripped and 
tied on. a ladder, his legs on the sides and his arms above 
his head, and sometimes a rope is tied round his middle. 
The driver wliips him on the bare skin, and if the overseer 
thinks he does not lay it on hard enough, he sometimes 
knocks him down with his own hand, or makes him change 
places with the delinquent, and be severely whipped. Mr. 
Coor has known many receive on the ladder from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty lashes, and some two cool 
hundreds, as they are generally called. He has known 
many returned to confinement, and in one, two, or three 
days, brought to the ladder, and receive the same com¬ 
pliment, or thereabouts, as before. They seldom take them 
off the ladder, until all the skin, from the hams to the small 
of the back, appears only raw flesh and blood, and then 
they wash the parts with salt pickle. This appeared to him, 
from the convulsions it occasioned, more cruel than the whip- 
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ping, but it was done to prevent mortification. He has 
known many after such whipping sent to the field under a 
guard and worked all day, with no food but what their 
friends might give them, out of their own poor pittance. 
He has known them returned to the stocks at night, and 
worked next day successively. This cruel whipping, hard 
working, and starving has, to his knowledge, made many 
commit suicide. He remembers fourteen slaves, who, from 
bad treatment, rebelled on a Sunday, ran into the woods, 
rtricl all cut their throats together. 

In speaking of the punishments of the slaves by means 
of the whip and cowskin, it is impossible to pass over the 
frequency and severity of them as described in the evi¬ 
dence, as well as the lengths to which some of their owners 
go upon these occasions. 

On the frequencij of these punishments something may 
be deduced from the different expressions which the di^ 
ferent evidences adopt according to their different oppor¬ 
tunities of observation. Many of the field slaves are said by 
Duncan, Dalrymple, Fitzmaurice, and Rees, to be marked 
with the whip. A great proportion, of them is the term used 
by Captain Wilson. That they are marked commonly or 
generally, or that the generality of them are marked, are the 
expressions agreed in by the Dean of Middleham, Lieuten¬ 
ant Simpson, Captain Ross, Captain Hall (Navy) Captain 
Giles, Captain Smith, and Lieutenant Davison. The greater 
part of them, says Jeffreys, most of them, say Coor and 
Woolrich, bear the marks of the whip. 

With respect to the severity of these punishments, it may 
be shown by describing the nature of the instrument with 
which they are inflicted, and the power it has, and the 
effect it produces wherever it is seriously applied. 

The whip, says Woolrich, is generally made of plaited cow- 
skin, with a thick strong lash. It is so formidable an instru¬ 
ment in the hands of some of the overseers, that by means of 
it they can take the skin off a horse’s back. He has heard 
them boast of laying the marks of it in a deal board, and he 
has seen it done. On its application on a slave’s back he has 
seen the blood spurt out immediately on the first stroke.* 


* The military whip, says General Tottenham, cuts the skin, 
whereas that for the negroes cuts out the flesh. 

7 
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* Nearly the same account of its construction is given by 
other eviJences, and its power and ellects are tlius de¬ 
scribed. At every stroke, says Captain Smith, a inece of 
Jiesh 'Was drawn old. Dalrymple avers the same thing. It 
will even bring blood through the breeches, says J. Terry ; and 
suc)j IS the effusion of blood on those occasions, adds Fitz- 
maurice, as to make their fi’ocks, if immediately put on, 
appear as stijf as buckram; and Coor observes, that at his 
iii-st going to Jamaica, a sight of common flogging would put 
him in a tremble, so that he did not feel right for the rest of the 
day. It is o'o.si rved also by Dr. Harrison and the Dean of 
Middlehara, that the incisions are sometimes so deep tha\ 
you may lay your fingers in the wounds. Tlteiv? ,ire also wheals, 
says Mr. Coor, from their hams to the smalt of iheir barks. 
These wheals, cuts, or marks, are described by Captain 
Thompson, Dean of Middleham, Mr. Jeffreys, and General 
Tottenham, as indelible, as lasting to old age, or as such as 
no time can erase, and Woolrich has often seen their backs 
one undistinguished mass of lumps, holes, and furrows. 

As further proofs of the severity of these punishments by 
the whip or cowskin, the following facts may be adduced. 
Duncan and Falconbridge have known them so whipped 
that they could not lie down. Fitzmaurice has often known 
pregnant woman so severely whipped as to have miscarried 
in consequence of it. Clappeson also knew a pregnant wo¬ 
man whipped and delivered on the spot. Davison was once 
sent for to a woman slave, who miscarried from severe flog¬ 
ging, when both she and the child died. He knew also a new 
negro girl die of a mortification of her wounds two days af¬ 
ter the wliipping had taken place. A case similar to the 
last is also mentioned by Mr. Rees. Finding one day in 
his walks a woman lying down and groaning, he understood 
from her that she had been so severely whipped for run¬ 
ning away, that she could hardly move from the place where 


»Dr. Jackson and others mention another kind of whip in use 
which they describe to be like what our wagoners use, and to be 
throw'll at the distance of three or four paces, which the former 
observes greatly increases the weight of the lashes. 'I’o tliis wdiip 
Captain Cook alludes, when he says, a dextrous flogger could 
strike so exactly as to lodge the point of the lash just within the 
flesh, where it would remain till picked out with his finger and 
thumb. 
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she was. Her left side, where she had been most whipped, 
appeared in a mortifybig state, and almost covered with loorms, 
lie relieved her, as she was hungry, and, in a day or two 
afterwards, going to visit her again, she 'was dead and 

hurled. To mention other instances: a planter flogged his 
driver to death, and even boasted of it to the person from 
whom Mr. Dalryraple had the account. Captain Hall also 
(of the navy) knows, by an instance that fell under his eye, 
that a slave’s death way he occasioned by severe punishment. 
Dr. Jackson thinks also severe whippings are sometimes the 
occasion of their death. He recollects a negro dying under 
the lash, or soon afterwards ; and Captain Ross avers, that 
they often die in a few days after their severe punishments, 
for having but little food, and little care being taken to keep 
the sores clean after the whipping, their death is often the 
consequence. 

Having now collected what is said on the punishments 
by -the wliip and cowskin, it will be proper to mention 
those other modes with which the evidence presents us 
These, however, are not easily subject to a division from 
the great variety of their kinds. 

First. Captain Cook, speaking of the towns, says, he has 
been shocked to see a girl of sixteen or seventeen, a domes¬ 
tic slave, running in the streets on her ordinary business, 
xvUh an iron collar, having two hooks projecting several inches 
both before and behind. 

Captain Ross, speaking of the country, has known slaves 
severely punished, then put into the stocks, a cattle chain of 
sixty or seventy pounds weight put on them, and a large 
collar about their necks, and a weight of fifty-six pounds 
fastened to the chain when they were drove a-field. 

Mr. Cook states that, when runaways are brought in, 
they are generally severely flogged, and sometimes have an 
iron boot put on one or both legs, and a chain or collar 
round their neck. The chain is locked, the collar fastened 
on by a rivet. When the collar is with three prejections, it is 
impossible for them to lie down to sleep : even with two, they 
must lie uneasily. He has seen collars with four projections. 
He never knew any injury from the chain and collar, but 
severely galling their necks. He has, however, known a 
negro lose his leg from wearing the iron boot. 

Second. Mr. Dairymple, in June, 1789, saw a negress 
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brought to St. George’s, Grenada, to have her fingers cut 
off. She had committed a fault, and ran away to avoid 
punishment; but being taken, her musiQY suspended her by 
the hands, flogged and cut her cruelly on the back, belly, 
breast, and thighs, and then left her suspended till kerfnyers 
mortified. In this state Mr. Dalrymple saw her at Dr. 
Gilpin’s house. 

Third. Captain Ross has seen a negro woman, in Jamaica, 
flogged with ebony bushes (much worse than our own thorn 
bushes) so that the skin of her back was taken <>f, down 
to h:r heels. She was then turned round and flogged 
from her breast down to her waist, and in consequence he 
saw her afterwards walking upon all fours, and unable to 
get up. 

Fourth. Captain Cook being on a visit to General Frere, 
at an estate of his in Barbadoes, and riding one morning 
with the General and two other officers, they saw near a 
house, upon a dunghill, a naked negro nearly suspended by 
strings from his elbows backwards, to the bough of a tree, with 
his feet barely upon the ground, and an iron weight round his 
neck, at least, to appearance of fourteen pounds weight,' 
and thus without one creature near him, or apparently near 
the house, was this wretch left, exposed to the noon-day 
sun. Returning a few hours after, they found him still in 
the some state, and would have released him, but for the 
advice of General Frere, who had an estate in the neigh¬ 
borhood. The gentlemen, through disgust, shortened their 
visit, and returned the next morning. 

Fifth. Lieutenant Davison and Mr. Woolrich mention the 
thumh-screw, and Mr. Woolrich, Captain Ross, Mr. Clappe- 
son, and Dr. Harrison, mention the picket, as instruments 
of punishment. A negro man, in Jamaica, says Dr. Har¬ 
rison, was put on the picket so long as to cause a mortifica¬ 
tion of his foot and hand, on suspicion of robbing his mas¬ 
ter, a public officer, of a sum of money, which it afterwards 
appeared, the master had taken himself. Yet the master 
was privy to the punishment, and the slave had no com¬ 
pensation. He was punished hy order of the master, who 
did not choose to make it known that he himself had made use 
of the money. | 

Sixth. Jeffreys, Captain Ross, M. Terry, and Coor, men^ 
tion the cutting off of ears, as another species of punishment. 
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The last gentleman gives the following instance in Jamaica. 
One of the house-girls having broken a. plate or spilt a cup of 
tea, the doctor, (with whom Mr. Coor boarded) nailed her 
ear to a post. Mr. Coor remonstrated vviLli him in vain. 
They went to bed, and left her there. In the morning she 
'was'gone, having torn the head of the nail through her ear. 
She was soon brought back, and when Mr. Coor came to 
breakfast, he found she liad been severely \Yiiipped by the 
doctor, who in his fury, clipped both her ears (f close to her 
head, with a pair of large scissars, and she was sent to pick 
seeds out of cotton, among three or four more, emaciated 
by his cruelties, until they were fit for nothing else. 

Seventh. Mr. M. Cook, while in Jamaica, k^new a runa¬ 
way slave brought in, v/ith part of turkey with him, which 
he had stolen, and which, Mr. Cook thinks, he had stolen 
from hunger, as he was nothing hut skin and hone. His mas¬ 
ter immediately made two negroes hold him down, and with 
.a hammer and a punch, knocked out tv)o of his upper and 
two of his under teeth. 

Mr. Dalrymple was informed by a young w'oman slave, 
in Grenada, who had no teeth, that her mistress had, with 
her own hands, pulled them out, and given her a severe 
flogging besides, the marks of which she then bore. This 
relation was confirmed by several town’s people of whom 
he inquired concerning it. 

Eighth. Mr. Jeffereys has seen slaves with one of their 
hands off which he understood to have been cut off for lifting 
it up against a white man. Captain Lloyd also saw at Mrs. 
Winne’s, at Mammee bay, in Jamaica, a female slave, with 
but one hand only, the other having been cut off for the 
same offence. Mrs. Winne had endeavoured to prevent 
the amputation, but in vain, for her indented white woman 
could not be dissuaded from swearing that the slave had 
struck her, and th.e hand was accordingly cut off. 

Ninth. Captain Giles, Doctor Jackson, Mr. Fitzmaurice,"" 
and Mr. M. Terry, have seen negroes whose legs had hem 
cut off, by their master's orders, for running away, and Mr. 
Dalrymple gives the following account: A French planter, 
says he, in the English island of Grenada, sent for a surgeon 
to cut oflf the leg of a negro who had run away. On the 
surgeon’s refusing to do it, the planter took an iron bar, 
and broke the leg in pieces, and then the surgeon cut it off. 
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This planter did many such acts of cruelty, and all with 
impunity. 

Tenth. Mr. Fitzmaurice mentions, among other instances 
of cruelty, that of dropping hot lead upon negroes, which 
he often saw practiced by a planter of the name of Rushie, 
during his residence in Jamaica. 

Eleventh. Mr, Hercules Ross, hearing one day, in Ja¬ 
maica, from an inclosure, the cries of .some poor wretch un¬ 
der torture, he looked through, and saw a young female 
suspended by the wrists to a tree swinging to and fro. Her 
toes could barely touch the ground, and her body was ex¬ 
ceedingly agitated. The sigh.t rather confounded him, as 
there was no whipping, and the master was just by, seem¬ 
ingly motionless; but, on looking more attentively, he saw 
in his hand a stick of fire, whi(;h he held so as occasion¬ 
ally to touch her about her private parts as she swung. 
He continued this torture with unmoved countenance, until 
Mr. H. Ross, calling on him to desist, and throwing stones 
at him over the fence, stopped it. 

Twefth. Mr. Fitzmaurice once found Rushie, the Jamaica 
planter before mentioned, in the act of hanging a negro. 
Mr. Fitzmaurice begged leave to intercede, as he was 
doing an action that, in a few minutes, he would repent of. 
Rushie, upon this, being a passionate man, ordered him off 
his estate. Mr. Fitzmaurice accordingly went, but returned 
early the next morning, before Rushie was up, and, going 
into the curing-house, beheld the same negro lying dead 
upon a hoard. It was notorious that Rushie had hilled 
many of his negroes, and destroyed them so fast, that he 
was obliged to sell his estate. Captain Ross says also, 
that there was a certain planter in the same island, who 
had hanged a negro on a post, close to his house, and in three 
years destroyed forty negroes, out of sixty, by severity.* 
The rest of the conduct of this planter, as described by 
Captain Ross, was, after a debate, cancelled by the Com¬ 
mittee of the House of Commons who took the evidence, as 
containing circumstances too horrible to be given to the 
world; and, therefore, the reader will f.nd their places sup¬ 
plied by asterisks, in tlje evidence at large. 


» It not improbable, but that Captain Eoss and Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
allude to the same person. 
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Thirteenth. On Shrewsbury estate, in Jamaica, says Mr. 
Coor, the overseer sent for a slave, and in talking with liim, 
he hastily struck him on ike head, with a small hanger, and 
qave him two stabs about the iccust. The slave said, “ Over¬ 
seer, you have killed me.” He pushed him out of the 
piazza. The slave went home, anti died that night. He 
Avas buried, and no more said about it. A manager of 
an estate, says Mr. Woolrich, in Tortola, whose owner did 
not reside on the island, sitting at dinner, in a sudden re¬ 
sentment at his cook, went directly to his sword, and ran 
the negro woman through the Itody. and she died upon the 
Jloor immediately, and the negroes Avere called in to take 
her away and bury her. 

Fourtee'^dh. Mr, Giles recollects several shocking in¬ 
stances of punishment. In particular, on the estate where 
he lived, in Montserrat, the driA'er at day-break once in¬ 
formed the overseer, that one of the four or five negroes, 
chained in the dungeon, Avould not rise. He accompanied 
the overseer to the dungeon, Avho set the others to drag him 
out, and not rising Avhen out, he ordered a. bundle of cane 
trash to he put round him, and set fire to. As he still did not 
rise, he had. a small soldering iron heated, and thrust between 
his teeth. As the man did not yet rise, he had the 
chain taken off, and sent him to the hospital, Avhere he 
languished some days and died. 

Fifteenth. An overseer, on the estate where Mr. J. Terry 
was in Grenada, (Mr. Coghlan,) threAv a slave into the boiling 
cane-juice, who died in four days. Mr. J. Terr}!^ Avas told of 
tliis by the owner’s son, by the carpenter, and by many 
slaves on the estate. He has heard it often. 

Sixteenth, Mr. Woolrich says, a negro ran away from a 
planter in Tortola, with Avhora he was Avell acquainted. The 
overseer having orders to take him dead or olive, a Avhile af¬ 
ter found him in one of his hnts, fast asleep, in the day-time, 
and shot him through the body. The negro jumping up, said, 
“ What, you kill me asleep ! ” and dropped dead immediate¬ 
ly. The ovei^eer took off his head, and carried it to the 
owner. Mr. Woolrich knew another instance in the same 
island. A planter oflended with his waiting man, a mulatto, 
stepped suddenly to his gun, on which the man ran off, but 
his ma.ster shot him through the head with a single ball. 

From the above accounts, there are no less than sixteen 
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sorts of extraordinary punisliments, which the imagination 
has invented in the moments of passion and caprice. It 
is much to be lamented, that there are others in the evi¬ 
dence not yet mentioned. But as it is necessary to insert 
a new head, under wliicli will be explained the concern 
which the very women^ take, both in the ordinary and ex¬ 
traordinary punishments of the slaves, and as some of the 
latter, not yet mentioned, are inseparably connected with it, 
it was thought proper to cite them under this new division 
rather than continue them under the old. 

It will appear, extraordinary to the reader, that many 
women, living in the colonies, should not only order, and 
often superintend, but sometimes actually infiici with their 
&wn hands some severe punishments upon their slaves, and 
that these should not always be women of a low order, but 
frequently of respectability and rank. 

In the instance of whipping, mentioned by General Tot¬ 
tenham, (p. 71.) we find the order for it given by the wife 
of a planter, whom the General was visiting, though the 
husband had declined it on his part. A lady is represent¬ 
ed by Mr. Cook as having her domestics flogged every 
Monday morning. Cnptfiin Cook represents a woman of 
respectable condition as sending her servant to be flogged 
for a mistake only. Lieutenant Davison has often known 
the mistress send her domestics to be punished, and loith- 
out telling them for lohat. He has seen a slave also, both 
whose nostrils had been slit by her misti'ess* order, who was 
of some consequence, being the wife of the Chief Engineer 
rif the island, and he also remembers a new negro girl, 
flogged by the order of her mistress, y^\\Ci died in two days 
afterwards of her wounds. 

Lieutenant Davison, Captain Smith, and Dr. Jackson, all 
agree, that, it was common for ladies of respectability and 
rank to superintend the punishments of their slaves. Con¬ 
formably with this, we find Dr. Harrison stating to the 
committee, that a negro, in Jamaica, was flogged to death 


* The editor feels a reluctance in mentioning women on this 
occasion, but when he considers how much the explanation of 
their conduct will show the iniquity of the system of slavery, and 
its baneful influence on those most disposed to benevolence and 
compassion, he feels it a duty to proceed in the narration without 
any further apology. 
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Dy her mistress’ order, who stood by to see the punish- 
ment. Lieutenant Davison also states, that in the same 
island, he has seen several negro girls at work with the 
needle, in the presence of their mistresses, with a thumb¬ 
screw on their left thumbs, and he has seen the blood gush 
out from the ends of them. He has also seen a negro girl 
made to kneel with her bare knees on pebbles, and to work 
there at the same time; a sort of punishment, he says, 
among the domestics, which he knows to be in common 
use. 

On the subject of women becoming the executioners of 
their own fury, Dr. Jackson observes, that the first thing 
that shocked him in Jamaica, was a creole lady, of some 
consequence, superintending the punishment of her slaves, 
male and female, ordering the numler of lashes, and with her 
own hands, flogging, the negro driver, if he did mt punish 
properlg. 

‘Captain Cook relates, that two young ladies of fortune, 
in Barbadoes, sisters, one of whom was displeased at the 
pregnancy of a female slave belonging to the other, by the 
son of the surgeon attending the estate, proceeded to some 
very derogatory acta of cruelty. With their own garters 
they tied the young woman neck and heels, and then beat her 
almost to death with the heels of their shoes. One of her 
eyes continued .a long while afterwards in danger of being 
lost. They after this continued to use her ill, confining and 
degrading her. Captain Cook came in during the beating, 
and was an eye witness to it himself. 

Captain Cook states further, that he saw a woman named 
Rachel Lauder, beat a female slave most unmercifully. 
Having bruised her head almost to a jelly, with the heel of 
her shoe, she threw her with great force on the seat of the 
child’s necessary, and then tried to stamp her head through the 
hole, and would have murdered her, if not prevented by two 
officers. The girl’s crime was the not bringing money 
enough from on board ship, where she was sent by her 
mistress, for the purpose of prostitution. 

Lieutenant Davison states, in Ins evidence, that the clergy¬ 
man’s wife, at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel. She 
used to drop hot sealing-wax on her negroes, after flogging 
them. He was sent as surgeon to one of them, whose 
breast was terribly burnt with sealing-wax. He was also 
P 
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once called in to a woman slave, who had been tied tip all 
nighi by her hands, and had been abused wi-h cayenne pep-' 
p>er by the same mistress^ and in a way too horrid and inde¬ 
cent to mention. He lived next door, he states also, to a 
washer-woman at Port Royal, who was almost continually 
flogging her negroes. Pie inis oft(3n gone in and remonstra¬ 
ted against her cruelty, when he has seen the negro women 
chained to the washing-tubs, almost naked with their thighs and 
backs in a gore of blood from flogging. He could mention 
various other capricious punisliments, if necessary. 

Mr. Forster, examined on the same subject, says, he has 
known a creole woman, in Antigua, drop hot sealing-wax on 
a girl’s back, after a flogging. He and many others saw a 
young woman of fortune and character flogging a negro 
man very severely with her own hands. Many similar in¬ 
stances he could relate, if necessary. They are almost innu- 
merahle among the domestic slaves 

If it should be asked for what oflences the difiFerent pun¬ 
ishments now cited have taken place, the following answer 
may be given: 

The slaves appear to have been punished, as far as can 
be ascertained from the evidence under the head of ordina¬ 
ry punishments, for not coming into the field in tune, not 
picking a suficient quantity of grass, not appearing willing 
to work, when in fact sick and not able, for staying too long 
on an errand, for not coming immediately when called, for 
not bringing home (the women) the full weekly sum 
by their owners, for running aicay, and for theft, to which 
they were often driven by hunger. 

Under the head of “ extraordinary punishments,” some 
appear to have suffered for running away or for lifting up 
a hand against a white man, or for breaking a plate, or spil¬ 
ling a cup of tea, or to extort confession. Others again in 
the moments of sudden resentment, and one on a diabolical 
pretext, which the master held out to the world to conceal 
his own villany, and v:hich he knew to he false. 

Under the liead of “ the part which the very women take 
in these punishments,” a female slave is punished for bdng 
found pregnant; another, for not bringing home tlie full 
wages ofprosiitulion; another, for jealousy on the part of her 
mistress ; others again, from an opinion that slaves could 
not be managed without severity; and others, in the moments 
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of passion, without even the allegation of a fault. In short, 
it appears that they are often punis’ied as caprice and pas¬ 
sion dictates, and to such lengths do people go, whose minds 
are depraved by the exercise of unlimited power, tluit we 
find an instance, in the evidence related by Dr. Harrison, 
(who knows also others of the kind,) of a man buying a 
negro, who belonged to another man, but who mimicked 
him, for the purpose of gratifying hh revenge, after having 
bought him he ordered him to be punished, and the con- 
quence was, that the slave cut his oicn throat. 

On the subject of capital offences and punishments, a 
man and a woman slave are mentioned to have been hanged, 
the man for running away,"^* and the woman for having se¬ 
creted him. The Dean of Middleham sa\v two instances 
of slaves being gibbetted alive in chains, but he does not 
say for what, only that this is the punishment for enormous 
crimes ; and Mr. Jeffreys, the only other person who speaks 
on this subject, says, that he Avas in one of the islands 
Avhen some of the slaves murdered a Avhite man, and de¬ 
stroyed some property on the estate. The execution of these 
he describes as follows : 

He was present, he says, at the execution of seven ne¬ 
groes in Tobago, in the year 1774, whose right arms were 
chopped off; they were then dragged to seven stakes, and 
a fire, consisting of trash and dry wood, was lighted about 
them. They were there burned to death. He does not re¬ 
member hearing one of them murmur, complain, cry, or do 
anything that indicated fear. One of them in particular, 
named Chubb, Avas taken in the woods that morning, was 
tried about noon, and was thus executed Avith the rest in 
the evening. Mr. Jeffreys stood close by Chubb, Avhen his 
arm was cut oflP. He stretched his arm out, and laid it upon 
the block, pulled up the sleeve of his shirt, Avith more cool¬ 
ness than he (Mr. Jeffreys) should have done, if he had 
been to be let blood. He afterwards would not suffer him¬ 
self to be dragged to the stake, as the others had been, but 
got upon his feet, and Avalked to it. As he was going to 
the stake he turned about and address(;d himself to Mr. 
Jeffreys, Avbo was standing within two or three yards of 

* Slaves running away are punished variously, but ou absent¬ 
ing themselves for a certain time, they may ^e punished with 
death. 
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him, and said, “Buckra, you see me now, but to-morrow 
“I shall be like that,” kicking up the dust with his foot. 
(Here Mr. Jellreys solemnly added in his evidence the 
words "So help me God.”) The impression this made 
upon his mind, Mr. Jeffreys declared, no time ever could 
erase. Sampson, who made the eighth, and a negro, whose 
name Mr. Jeffreys does not recollect, was present at this exe¬ 
cution. Sampson, next morning, was hung in chains alive, 
and there he hung till he was dead, which, to the best of 
his recollection, was seven days. The other negro was 
sentenced to be sent to the mines in South America, and 
he believes, was sent accordingly. Neither of those two, 
during the time of the execution, showed any marks of con¬ 
cern or dismay that he could observe. A stronger instance 
of human fortitude, he declared, he never saw. 

Having now stated the substance of the evidence on the 
subject of offences and punislments, we come to a custom 
which appears too general to be passed over in silence. 

Dalrymple, Forster, Captain Smith, Captain Wilson, and 
General Tottenham, assert tliat it is no luicommon thing 
for persons to neglect and turn ojf their slaves when past la¬ 
bor. They are turned off, say Captain Wilson, Lieutenant 
Davison, and General Tottenham, tofflnnd&r, heg, ov starve. 
Captain Cook has known some take care of them ; but says, 
others leave them to starve and die. They are often desired 
when old, says Mr. Fitzmaurice, to provide for themselves, 
and they suffer much. Mr. Clappeson knew a man who 
had an old, decrepit woman slave, to whom he would allow 
nothing. When past labor, the owner did not feed them., 
says Giles; and Cook states that, within his experience, 
they had no food hut what they could get from such relations 
as they might have had. This is the account given by the 
different witnesses; and accordingly we find some of the 
siiperanuated slaves on the different estates, who wanted 
every thing, (Harrison); others hegging, (Rees); others 
digging in the dunghill for food, (Dalrymple) ; and others 
lying, miserable objects, about the ivharfs and beaches, and 
in the roads and streets, (Jeffreys, J. Woodward, and Cook). 
General Tottenham has often met them, and, once in parti¬ 
cular, an old woman, past labor, who told liim that her 
master had set her adrift to shift for herself. He saw kar, 
about three days afterwards, lying dead in the same place. 
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This custom of turning them off when old and helpless is 
called, in the islands, (Captain Wilson and Captain Lloyd,) 
“Giving them free.’' 

As a proof how little, the life of an old slave is regarded in 
the West Indies, we may make the following extract from 
the evidence of Mr. Coor. Once, when he was dining with 
an overseer, an .old woman who had- run away a few days, 
was brought home, with her hands tied behind. After 
dinner, the overseer, with the clerk, named Bakewcll, took 
the woman, thus tied, to the hot-house, a place for the sick, 
and where the stocks are in one of the rooms. Mr. Coor 
w'ent to work in the mill, about one hundred yards off, and 
hearing a most distressful cry from that house, he asked 
his men, who and what it was. They said they thought it 
was old Quasheba. About live o’clock the noise ceased, 
and about the time he was leaving work, Bakewell came to 
him, apparently in great spirits, and said, “ Well, Mr, Coor, 
Old Quasheba is dead. We took her to the stocks’-room ; 
the overseer threw a rope over the beam; I was Jack Ketch, 
and hauled her up, till her feet were off the ground. The 
overseer locked the door, and took the key with him, till 
my return just now, -with a slave for the stocks, when I 
found her dead.” Mr. Coor said, “ You liave killed her, I 
heard her cry all the afternoon.” He answered, “ D—n 
her for an old h — h, she was yood for nothing ; lohat signi¬ 
fies hilling such an old woman as her." Mr. Coor said, 
“ Bakewell, you shock me,” and left him. The next morn¬ 
ing his men told him, they had helped to bury her. 

But it appears that the aged are not the only persons 
whose fate is to be commiserated, when they become of no 
value; for people in youth, if disabled, are abandoned to 
equal misery. General Tottenham, about three weeks be¬ 
fore the hurricane, saw a youth, about nineteen walking in 
the streets, in a most deplorable situation, entirely naked 
and with an iron collar about his neck, with Jive long 'project^ 
ing spikes. His body, before and behind, his breech, belly, and 
thighs, were almost cut to pieces, and with running sores all 
over them, and you might put your finger in someof the wheals. 
He could not sit down, owing to his breech being in a slate of 
mortification, and it was impossible for him to lie down, 
from the projection of the prongs. The boy came to the 
General and asked relief. He was shoehed at his appearance. 
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and asked kim wlmi he had done to suffer such a punishment, 
and who inflicted it. He said it was liis master, who jived 
about two miles from town, and that as he could not work, 
he would give him nothing to eat. 

If it be possible to view human depravity in a worse light 
tlian it has already appeared in on the subject of the treat¬ 
ment of the slaves when disabled from labor, it may be 
done by referring to the evidence of Captain Lloyd, who 
was told by a person of veracity, when in the West Indies, 
but whom he did not wish to name in his evidence, that it 
was the practice of a certain planter to “ frame pretences 
for the execution of his old worn-out slaves, in order to 
get the island allowance.”^ And it was supposed that 
be dealt largely in that way. 

Having now cited both the ordinary and extraordinary 
punishments inflicted upon the slaves, it may be presumed 
that some one will ask here, whether, under these various 
acts of cruelty, they are wholly without redress ? To this 
the following answer may be given: That, with respect to 
the ordinary punishments, by the whip and cowskin (where 
they do not terminate in death) the power of the master or 
overseer is under little or no control. 

First. Because, as we have already seen, they can order 
or inflict punishment for any, even imaginary, offences. 

Second. Because the law of thirty-nine lashes (the 
greatest number allowed to be given to a slave, at any one 
time) is a mere faice, and never attended to by masters or 
owners, if they should think it proper to inflict more; for, 
Woolrich says, that the chief wbipper lays on their back 
forty, ffty, sixty, or more lashes, at the pleasure of the 
owner or overseer. Captain Ross has known negroes re¬ 
ceive two hundred lashes where the law would give only 
thirty-nine. Mr. Cook has known a field slave receive two 
hundred lashes by m'der of the overseer, and a domestic^ify, 
by order of his misfress. Mr. M. Terry also observes, that 
the law was restricted to thirty-nine, but it was not in the 
least attended to during his experience. He has, in short, 
seen it hrohen repeatedly. This same language is also 
spoken by others. 

*The island allowance in Jamaica to the master is £40 cur¬ 
rency, for any one of his slaves, if executed for a breach of the 
laws. 
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T}imt Because, if tliere sboukl be some who bear 
the law in their minds, at tlie time of punishing-, th(y evade 
it by various means. Whipping, says Mr, Fitzmaurice, 
was understood to be limited to thirtt/-niiic lashes; but it 
was often evaded, bij puttiivj the negro into the stocks, and 
giving him thirtg-nine for the same offence, next dag. W^e 
find also, by Captain Ross’ account, a 7nagistrate, and of 
course, a guardian of the laws, evading it in like manner, 
for that gentleman has seen John Sacklc, Esq., a magis¬ 
trate in Jamaica, “flogging a negro three times in one day, 
namely, at breakfast, dinner, and at six in the evening; 
but the negro was in the stocks between, the floggings.” 
Captain Cook also expressly says, that the law may be evad¬ 
ed hg splitting a crime into m<mg, and by intervals, dividing 
the times of punishment, and of this, wdieie slaves are pun¬ 
ished at home, he says there are daily instances. Returning 
home one evening late with Major Fitch of the 90th regi¬ 
ment, they heard most dreadful cries, and, on approaching 
the square at Bridgetown, found they proceeded from the 
house of a man that sold liquor, and heard the repeated lashes 
of a whip, on a creature whom they conceived to be dying. 
On their requesting admission, the cruelty seemed to be wan¬ 
tonly increased, which so provoked them that they broke open 
the door, and found a negro girl, of about nineteen, chained 
to the floor, almost expiring with agony and loss of blood. 
The man taking refuge behind his counter from their indig¬ 
nation, and thinking himself free from the law, immediately 
cried out with exultation, that he had only given her thirty- 
7iine lashes at one time, and that only three times since the 
beginning of the night. He then threatened them for break¬ 
ing his door, and “ interfering between him and his slave,” 
whom he “ would flog to death for all any one,” and he 
would give her the fourth thirty-nine lashes before morning, 
which must have killed her, as she seemed then to be dying. 
In short, to use the language of the different evidences, it 
appears that the slaves have no legal redress, in the case 
alluded to, against their masters and mistresses, the latter 
of whom, even when they become the executioners on such 
occasions, are “not received for it the worse in society.” 
“ Perhaps,” says Dr. Jackson, “such a one might be called 
a termagant, but she was not the less respected. It was 
indeed thought necessary for an industrious wife to be rigid 
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in the punishment of her slaves.*' It is impossible to omi\ 
mentioning here that Lieutenant Davison was so hurt at the 
severe and frequent whippings of one of these women, tliat 
he complained to a magistrate, who said he had nothiwj to 
do with it. 

With respect to the overseer, whom we have seen also ex¬ 
ercising a discretionary power, he is certainly subject to the 
control of the master, if he resides, and in case of his non¬ 
residence, to that of th« attorney of the estate: but then, 
says J. Terry, the slaves, if severely punished for trifling 
faults, dare not complain of him to the master for fear of 
worse treatment. J. Terry has knowm them punished by 
their master for so doing, and send back to tiie plantation, 
though their complaints w^ere just. Mr. Cook has also 
known slaves “ punished for complaining to the master,” 
and, in his absence, to ” the attorney against the overseer,” 
for ill usage. If again, says Goor, the slaves complain to 
the attorney, and the attorney listens, the overseer says he 
will leave the estate. He has also seen the attorney wdnk at 
the oppression of the slaves, because he has a per centage 
on the crop, and the m6re the overseer pushes them, the more 
the attorney gains. The same per ventage on the crop is 
acknowledged also by Lieutenant Davison. Captain Ross 
severthless states that overseers are often turnecl away for 
severe whippings, but he is the only one of the evidences who 
says so, and it appears that there must be frequently great 
obstacles to this ; for it is observed by Davison, Fitzmau- 
rice, and Cook, that some attorneys live “ thirty, forty, or 
fifty miles from the estate,” and of course that the slaves 
“ cannot go to complain,”* and that the same three gentle¬ 
men, together with Coor, J. Terry, and Duncan, state that 
on some estates one person holds the office of attorney and 
overseer at the same time, where his power is of course un¬ 
der no control. 

As to such of the extraordinary punishments before men¬ 
tioned, as did not terminate in death, such as picketing, 
dropping hot sealing-wax on the flesh, cutting oil ears and 
the like, it appears that slaves had no redress whatever, 


* If a slave should be seen any day, except Sunday, wandering 
about, and even then without a ticket, he would be taken up, put 
into jail, and advertised as a runaway. 
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for that these actions, also on the part of the masters, 
were not deemed within the reach of the law. Ir» the in¬ 
stance cited of the doctor clipping- off the ears of a feinale 
slave, “ no more notice was taken of it, says Coor, than if 
a dog’s ears had been cut off,’’ though it must “ have been 
known to the magistrates.” In the dreadful instance also 
cited of a planter’s breaking his slave’s leg by an iron bar, 
to induce the surgeon to cut it off, as a punishment, Mr. 
Dalrymple observes that it v/as not the public opinion, 
“ that any punishment was due to him on that account,’’ 
for though it was “generally known, he was equally well 
received in society afetjrwards as before ; ” and in the 
case also mentioned of the owner torturing his female slave 
by the application of a lighted torch to her body, Mr. H. 
Ross states only that this owner was not a man of charac¬ 
ter : with respect to his suffering by the law, he observes 
that he Avas “never brought to any trial for it;” and he 
did not know that the Uiav then “ extended to the punish¬ 
ment of whites for such acts as tliese.” 

With respect to such of the punishments as have termi¬ 
nated in death, the reader will be able to collect, what 
power the masters and overseers, and what protection the 
slaves had by the law, from the following accounts. 

There are no less than seven specific distances mentioned 
in the evidence, in which slaves died in consequence of the 
whipping they received, and yet “ in no one of them was the 
murderer brought to an account.” One of the perpetrators 
is mentioned by Mr. Dalrymple as having boasted of wdiat 
he had done ; and Dr. Jackson speaks of tlic other in these 
words: “ No attempts,” says he, “were made to bring him 
to justice: people said it Avas an unfortunate thing, and 
AA^ere surprised he Avas not more cautious, as it Avas not the 
first thing of the kind that had happened to him, but they 
dwelt chiefly on the proprietor’s loss.” 

In such of the extraordinary punishments, as terminated 
in death, there are no less than seven specific instances also 
ill the evidence. In one of them, viz; that of throAving the 
slave into the boiling cane-juice, Ave find from Mr. J. Terry, 
the overseer punished, but his punishment consisted only 
of “replacing the slave and leavang his owner’s service.” 
In that of killing the slave by lighting a fire round liim, put¬ 
ting a hot soldering iron into his mouth, the overseer con 
8 
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duct, says Mr. Giles, was not even condemned by his master, 
nor in any of the rest were any means whatsoever used to 
pnnisli the offenders. In the three mentioned by Mr. Wool- 
rich, he particularly says, “ all the white people in the 
island were acquainted with these facts. Neither of the of¬ 
fenders, however, were called to an account, nor were they 
shunned in society for it, or considered as in disgrace.” 

In going over the evidence, we find three or four other 
instances, not yet cited in this chapter. The first is that of 
an huckster in Antigua, who murdered his woman slave 
with circumstances “ of the most atrocious barbarity.” This 

man, how'ever, w^as tried, convicted, and-fined. He is 

represented by Mr. Forster, as having been universally 
blamed, but he ” was dealt with as usual in the course of 
trade.” 

At Grenada, in the town of St. George, a mason named 
Chambers, killed a negro in the middle of the day, and Mr. 
Dalrymple believes, in the church-yard, but no notice was 
taken of it. 

Two slaves, says Captain Cook, were murdered and 
thrown in the road during his residence in Barbadoes ; yet 
no legal inquiry evi-r took place that he heard of. 

He W'as repeatedly informed by the inhabitants that they 
did not choose to make examples of white men there, fearing 
it might be attended with dangerous consequences. 

Going over the evidence, we come at last to an instance 
(and the only imtance of the kind mentioned) of a white 
man being hanged for the murder of another’s slave : and 
it is very remarkable, that he should be represented as 
having been hanged more because he was an obnoxious 
man, than that the murder of a slave was considered as a 
crime : for Mr. Dalrymple stales that the Chief Justice of the 
Island (Grenada) told him, he believed, if tliis murderer, 
whose name w^as Bacchus Preston, had been a man of good 
character, or liad had friends or money to have paid for the 
slave, he would not have been brought to trial. He was of a 
very had character, and had been obliged to leave Barbadoes 
upon that account. At Grenada he had been a Bailiff’s 
follower, and, from his rigor in executing his oflBce and 
ha^i character, he was particularly ohmxwus to the inhabi¬ 
tants of the town of St. George. 

Such appears (o liave been, in the experience of the dif- 
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ferent evidences cited, the forlorn and wretched situation of 
the slaves. They often complain, says Dr. Jackson, that 
they are an oppressed people ; that tlicij in tins 

ivorld, but expect happiness in the next; whilst they de ¬ 
nounce the “vengeance of God on the white men, their op¬ 
pressors." if you speak to them of the future punishments 
they say, “Why should a poor negro be punished ; he does 
no wrong; fiery cauldrons,” and such things, are reserved, 
“for white people, as punishments for the oppression of 
slaves.” 

If it should be asked here, whether some new laws have 
not lately passed the legislature of some of the islands, with 
a view of amending the situation of the slaves, it must be 
answered in the affirmative. The first is the celebrated 
consolidated act of Jamaica, and the other is an act of the 
assembly of Grenada, entitled “ an act for the better pro¬ 
tection and promoting the increase and population of .slaves.” 
These acts, however, the evidence obliges us to observe, 
“ never originated in any intention to serve the slaves, and 
are in reality of little or no use. 

Captain Giles, who was in Jamaica both before and since 
the passing of the consolidated act, gives his evidence with¬ 
out any distinction of this epoch, and “as if no difference 
had happened ” in the treatment of the slaves. 

Mr. Cook, long resident also in the same island, and 
since the passing of the act, knows of “ no legal protection 
that “ slaves have against injuries from their masters.” 

Mr. Clappeson, examined expressly on the subject, says 
that he was-in Jamaica when the assembly passed the con¬ 
solidated law. He has often heard it was passed because 
of the “ stir in England about the slave trade.” He never 
heard that amj regard was paid to it, slaves being “slill 
treated as before nor did he ever hear of any prosoeution 
for such disregard. He recollects an instance of disregard 
to it, which came under his eye. The owner of an old and 
decrepit female slave would allow her neilher victuals nor 
clothing ; upon which he advised a son of the woman to 
complain to a magistrate, who would, perhaps, order her to 
be taken care of, if he regarded the law ; but he believes 
“ he was deterred from fear of punishment,” as that owner 
treated his slaves very harshly in general. 

With respect to the other act, namely tha.t passed in 
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Grenada, Mr. J. Terry says, that the opinion there upon 
passing- it was, that “it never would have the intended ef¬ 
fect.” He did not observe it make any difference, except in 
the half days in the week. The clergymen of the parish 
where he resided, never performed the duty the a.ct imposed 
on them, and he never heard of any complaints against 
them for the non-performance of it. 

Mr. Dairymple states he was in Grenada, in 1788, when 
tlie act was passed. The principal objection, and which 
he repeatedly heard, to its passing was, that it might make 
the slaves believe, “that the authority of their masters was 
lessened: ” but otherwise, many thought it would be of 
little use, as it was a law “ made by themselves against 
themselves, and to be executed by themselves they ob¬ 
served besides, that such laws were unnecessary for the 
protection of negroes who were treated well ; and that, 
others had “so many opportunities of evading the law (the 
evidence of negroes not “ being admitted”) that it would 
be of no use. At the time of passing the said act, the pro¬ 
posal ill the British Parliament for the abolition of the slave 
trade was a matter of general discussion in the island ; and 
he believes “ was a principal reason for passing it.” 
Mr. Dalpyipple believes “it will prove ineffectual:” be¬ 
cause, as “no .neg:-o evidence is admitted,” those who 
abuse theni “ wilKstill do it with impunity and people, 
who live on terms of intimacy, would dislike the idea “of 
becoming spies and informers against eacli other.” 

All the facts having been now cited, and the observations 
made, which it was intended to introduce into this chapter, 
it may be concluded in the words of the Bcv. Mr. Stuart, 
and General Tottenham. 

The former says, he is warranted in declaring the negroe.s 
an oppres.sed and much injured race, and in no better ecsti- 
mation than laboring cattle, and every description of their 
treatment he has met with, “ falls short of their real estate.” 
He read Mr. Ramsay’s Essay in manuscript, at St. Kitt’s, 
and comparing “it on the spot,” with the treatment of the 
slaves, he “ thought it too favorable.” 

The latter stated to the Committee, that he thought the 
slaves in Barbadoes were treated with tlie “greatest bar¬ 
barity,” and that lie w'as /xrypositirethat the impression con¬ 
cerning their treatment was made on his mind “ at the time 
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and on the spot,” for he repeatedly told the people of 
Bridgetown, that he hoped to live to see the unfortunate 
situation of these poor wretches taken up by “ some mem¬ 
ber of Parliament,” and that should such an event take 
place, ” he should look upon it as his duty to otfer a vol¬ 
untary declaration of what he knew of the matter.” 


CHAPTER V. 

Whether the natives of Africa, thus procured, transported, and 
enslaved, are not equal to the Europeans in Capacity, Feeling^, 
Affection, and Moral Character, and whether if individuals 
should be found inferior in Moral Character, it be not owing to 
their connection with the latter, or to the Trade in Slaves. 

Mr. Wadstrom thinks the understanding of the natives of 
“•“Africa capable of equal improvement with those of the whites, 
and, as a proof, he states several of the manufactures which 
they carry on from the river Senegal to the river Sallum. 

The natives, says he, are particularly skillful in manu¬ 
facturing gold and iron. The art of working the former, 
he believes, they derived from the Moors, but they are 
now almost the sole artists themselves, having never seen 
but one Moor working in that branch. They are equal to 
any European goldsmith in filigree or trinket work, and 
even in other articles, such as buckles, except in the chasses, 
tongues, and anchors, which they do not manufacture so 
well. The iron which they forge is on anvils of a remark¬ 
able hard and heavy wood, when they cannot get stone 
for the purpose. 

They manufacture also cloth and leather with uncom¬ 
mon neatness. The former they dije also blue, yellow, 
brown, and orange. The cloth is made best at Sallum. 
The latter they tan and work into sandals, and into a va¬ 
riety of useful and ornamental articles. 

Besides the above, they are skillful in making indigo and 
soap. They make Si\s>o pottery ware, and prepare salt for 
their own use from the sea-water. 

- They make also canoes, but as wood of a sufficient close 
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texture is seldom found on tlie sea-sbore, they make them 
principally in the interior parts. Here they shape, but 
do not hollow them. When shaped, they are dragged by 
a number of the natives for weeks together, (each village 
generally undertaking to drag them to the next, and re¬ 
ceiving in return partly Europejin merchandise, and part¬ 
ly fish and salt,) till they come to the sea-shore. 1’he ropes, 
with which they drag them, are made of a kind of aloe, 
growing abundantly in the country, and when well made 
by the natives, they are exceeding strong and good. 

Mr. Wadstroin offered (o produce, if necessary, speci¬ 
mens of several of the above manufactures, which he had 
brought with him from the coast. 

Nearly the .same accounts are given of their manufac¬ 
tures by Dalrymple, Kiernan, and Captain Wilson ; and 
Hall, Newton, Surgeon Wilson, Sir George Young, Fal- 
conbridge, Captain Tiiompson, and Town, (without enu¬ 
merating many of their manufactures like the former) de¬ 
clare their capacities, either to be good or eqml to those of 
the Europeans. 

With respect to their feeling and affection, one instance 
may be taken from Mr. Falconbridge. Being sent to 
choose some slaves out of a yard at Cape Coast Castle, he 
objected to one that was meagre, and put him aside. Mr. 
Falconbridge observing a tear steal down the man’s cheek, 
wdiich the man also endeavored to conceal, inquired of him 
the reason,—upon which he said he was going to be part¬ 
ed from his brother. 

As a second instance. Surgeon Wilson says, that at 
Bonny, one of the people called Breechies, of the higher 
class, was brought on board. He seemed to take his situa¬ 
tion to heart, and became ill; but from indulgences, whicli 
none of the rest had, he partly recovered. When he was 
convalescent, a young woman was also brought on board, 
who proved to be his sister. On their first meeting, they 
stood in silence, and looked at each other apparently with 
the greatest affection ;—they rushed into each others arms 
—embraced—separated themselves again,—and again em¬ 
braced. Surgeon Wilson perceived the tears to run down 
the female’s cheeks. The man had a return of his former 
complaint, and his sister attended him with the greatest 
car^, The first thing she did of a morning, was to come 
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to Surgeon Wilson, and ask how her brother did. He at 
length died—on the news of this, his sister wept bitterly, 
tore her hair, and showed other signs of distraction. They 
carried her safe to South America, and there delivered her 
as a slave. 

As a third instance, that mentioned by J. Parker may be 
introduced, (page 55.) of the poor woman turning her head 
on one side, when obliged by tlie whip to drop her dead 
child overboard, and weeping afterwards for many hours. 

Mr. Wadstrom is clearly convinced, that the natives of 
Africa actually siii'jmss in affection such of the Europeans 
as he has know’n. 

On the moral character of the natives, Mr. Wadstrom 
says, that they are ve 7 y honest and hospiiahle. He has 
often passed days and nights alone with them without the 
least fear, and was treated with all civility and kindness. 

Captain Wilson calls them gi'ateful and affections'■ , They 
treated him most kindly, he says, wdien many iniies up in 
their country and unprotected, vying wdth each other in en¬ 
tertaining him, and numbers shed tears at his departure. 

Captain Thomson, in speaking of them, calls them harm¬ 
less and innocent. Story, Dalrymple, Howe, Town, and 
Bowman, join in the epithets of Friendly and. lios^ntahle 
to which the latter adds, ‘^just and punctual in their deal¬ 
ings'' and they are described by Hall to be as capable of 
virtue as the whites. 

Such appears to be the moral character of the Africans 
when they have but little intercourse with the Europeans, 
or the trade in slaves; but as they become connected with 
these, it appears by the evidence, that it becomes 'propoi'- 
tionably changed 4 

In proof of this, Mr. Newton observes, that the natives 
are often friendly, and may be trusted, where not previ¬ 
ously deceived by the Furopcans. He has lived in safety 
among them when the only white man there. The best pjeo- 
■ple lie ever met with were on tlie river Gaboon and at 
Cape Loptez.- These had then the least intercourse xoith Eu¬ 
rope, and he believes no trade in slaves, for their trade was 
ivory and wax, and he has heard them speak in emphatic 
terms against the other. 

Dr. Trotter says, they are susceptible of all the social vir¬ 
tues, and ho has seen no bad habits, but among those (one 
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instance excepted) "who were engaged in trade loitk the 
ichif’s. 

Lieutenant Storey says, that they are more honest inland 
than npon (he shore. 

They are also described by Mr. Tovm to be in genera] 
liogntable and kind, but to differ as our own people in 
character. Those who live inland are innocent; those 
on the coast learn to be roguish, which lie ascribes to their 
intercourse xoith the Europeans. 

The same accounts are also given of them after their 
arrival in the West Indies. Giles and Wool rich observe 
their intellects to he good, and Harrison, Jackson, Duncan, 
Stuart, Cook, the Dean of Middleham, and Rees, to he equal 
to those of the Europeans. The same equality to the whites 
is mentioned by Harrison, Cook, Duncan, and Davies, to 
hold good with respect to their dispositions also. Generosity, 
JideUty, and gratitude, are allowed them by Stuart. Tliese 
virtues Dr. Jackson enumerates, and adds charity to all in 
distress, and a strong attachment on the jjart of the parents 
to their children. Baillie insists on the same, of which he 
gives some instances, and Woolrich, after stating that he 
knows of no exception to their possessing the social affec¬ 
tions as strongly whites, says, that he never knew 

an African, who /tould express liimself, but allowed of a 
Supreme Being. 

To this account may be added the words of Captain 
Smith, who says, he always considered them as a keen, 
sensible, well-disposed people, ichere their habits were not 
vitiated hy cruel usage on the part of the Europeans. 


CHAPTER VI. 

Whether the Natives of Africa have not many and valuable pro 
dactions in their own countr;y, in which they could offer a trade 
to the Europeans in the place of the Trade in Slaves. 

Among the productions of Africa, mentioned by the dif¬ 
ferent evidences, may be reckoned millet of various sorts, 
pxdse, Indian corn, and rice. Of the last of these articles, 
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it appears to have been proved often by experiment, that it 
is much heartier and better than the Caroline* 

In the next class may be reckoned cotton^ ind.igo tobacco, 
and the sugar cane. JDalrymple says of the cotton, that it 
is esteemed far superior to that from the West Indies. He 
says the same of the sugar cane, and as to the indigo, it is 
considered to be equal to that from Guatimala. 

In the next class may be mentioned black,pepper, the same 
as from the East Indies, long pepper, Malaguetta, or grains 
of Paradise, red pepper of various sorts, but particularly the 
Cayenne, a species of ginger, cardamums, wild nutmegs, 
and cinnamon. Mr. How says of the cinnamon, that one 
sort of it is not inferior to that imported from the East In¬ 
dies. Some of the former brought to England fetched a 
better price than the latter. He has seen the real cinnamon 
both at Bombay and Cambay, brought there as presents 
from Ceylon, and says, that the bark, leaves, and whole 
structure of the tree, are alike in Africa and the East In¬ 
dies. He has no doubt whatever but that spices in gene¬ 
ral might be cultivated with great success in the African soil 
and climate, f 

In the fourth class it may be mentioned that there are 
gums of various kinds, but particularly the gum copal. 
Assafcelida also is to be found in Africa; and Mr. Wad- 
strom asserts, that the celebrated I)r. Spaarman, his fellow- 
traveler, among nearly three thousand plants, which he col¬ 
lected there for the cabinet of Natural History of the Royal 
Academy at Stockholm, found a great part, if not the whole, 
of the Materia Medica, as well as drugs for various manu¬ 
facturing uses. 

In the fifth class may be included woods and roots. 
Among these are mentioned iron-wood, bar-wood, cam¬ 
wood, and ehony^ also various woods, roots, and vegetables 
for dyeing: the root of a plant called Fooden, dyes scarlet, 
and the stalks of it a beautiful yellow. There are also 
orange and brown dyes produced from vegetable produc¬ 
tions, which grow in such abundance, says Mr. Wadstrom, 


» The African rice has a red husk, but is beautifully white when 
the husk is taken off. 

t Captain Thompson only heard of the wild nutmegs bei.ag there, 
whereas the other articles have been both seen and collected. 

Cr 9 
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in the dominions of Darnel, that his whole array is dressed 
in cloth that is dyed from these. The same gentleman 
mentions also a kind of bean, in his possession, which is 
also used in dyeing, and carried on camels for this purpose, 
in quantities, to Morocco. There are also timber trees. 
Of the latter a species of the Tickt^mia grandis is found in 
plenty all over the Gold Coast. This wood is considered as die 
best in the loorld for ship-huilding, the \t^orm neither touch¬ 
ing, nor the iron corroding it. Sir George Young says, in 
addition to this, that he has found a great deal of fine timber 
fit for ship-building on other parts of the coast, and he once 
saw a vessel actually built of the woods of Sierra Leone. Be¬ 
sides these, it is asserted by several of the evidences, that 
there are beautiful woods for cabinet work; and Mr. How 
states, that there are many parts of Africa, where the soil 
is the same as that in the Province of Guzzerat, in the East 
Indies, where he found the real sandal-wood. 

To the productions above may be added, in a sixth class, 
wax, honey, palm oil, ivory, and gold', and in a seventh, 
plantanes, yains, sweet potatoes, eddoes, cassada, cocoa nuts, 
bananas, pine apples, oranges, limes, wild grapes, and all 
other tropical productions. 


CHAPTER VIL 

Whether the Natives of Africa have not a sufficient spirit of Com¬ 
merce, as well as a sufficient portion of Industry among them, 
to embark in a new Trade in the Productions ef their own coun¬ 
try ; but whether the Slave Trade be not an insuperable 
Impediment thereto. 

Mr. Wadstrom observes of the natives of Africa, that they 
have an extraordinary genius for commerce, and that their 
industry is in all regards proportionate to their demands. 

Consistently with this idea, we find some of them not 
only cultivating sufficient provisions for themselves, but an 
over[)lus for certain towns, (Kiernan, Wadstrom, Wilson, 
anil Howe) ; others cultivating corn and rice for the ship¬ 
ping that come among them, (Kiernan, Falconbridge, Dove, 
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Bowman, Wadstroni, Hall, Newton) ; others? bringing large 
bundles of rice on their heads, of forty or fifty pounds 
weight, from the inland country to the sea-shore, and tlieii 
traveling back loaded with European goods, (Hall, Storey, 
Bowman) ; others going in armed bodies, even a month’s 
journey inland, with various articles for trade, (Storey): 
others wooding and watering the ships, (Falconbridge); 
and others hiring them.selves out to the Eurojieans to work, 
at a low price, both in boats and on the shore, (Newton, 
Sir George Young, and Thomson. 

In short, says Hall, thcv were never indolent whm they 
could irorlc to adimntagr. They were wdlliiig to do anything, 
says Morlcy, for tchich they had a prospeet of Imwi paid. 
They were always industrious, says Dalrymple, xchere there 
loas a demand. Bowman believes they would have put 
more land into cultivation than they did ’v]ien he w'as there, 
had a greater supply of rice hern waufe.d 'by the shipping— 
•they told him tliat they should like to trade more in th.eir 
'".wn produce ; and Falconbridge is so sure, that, if properly 
encouraged, they would make any change the Europeans 
pleased, that he is himself going again to \fri<‘a to make the 
experiment. 

Mr. Kiernan speaks in the same terms. They cultivate, 
says he, cottrm, indigo, and tohaero.^ but this they do for 
themselves only; for though they are never backward when 
encouraged, yet the Europeans have encouraged them only 
to raise provisions, and never the other articles. 

It is evident, then, from the above accounts, that the 
leant of encouragement is at least one reason why the na¬ 
tives of Africa do not establish a trade in the productions 
of their own country, as enumerated in the last chapter. 
Now this want of encouragement we trace, from Wad- 
strom, finally to proceed from the trade in slaves; for such 
constant encouragement, he observes, is given by the mer¬ 
chants to the slave trade, and the minds of the natives are 
in consequence so wholly occupied in it, that little or no 
encouragement remains for the other. 

Sir George Young and Lieutenant Storey, both come 
to the same conclusion; and Lieutenant Simpson avers, 
that on repeatedly asking the black traders what they would 
do if the slave trade were abolishedf he was repeatedly 
answered that they would soon find out another trade. 
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Mr. Wadstroin also mentions the slave trade as an impedi¬ 
ment to a trade in the natural productions of the country, 
not only because it diminishes the encouragement of the 
latter as just explained, but because it subjects the natives, 
who might be willing to follow it, to be made slaves; for, 
as he observes, they dare never go out into the fields unless 
well armed. 

Mr. Wadstrora is supported in this second circumstance 
as a cause by Captain Wilson, who, in giving a reason why 
the slave trade obstructs the civilization and commerce of 
the natives, says, they will not for a temporary gratification 
risk the being kidnapped, and carried into perpetual slavery. 

That the slave trade then, either by diminishing the pro¬ 
per encouragement to the natives, or endangering their 
persons, or by doing both, is the real cause why they do 
not or cannot exert their industry in cultivating the various 
articles which their country has been proved to produce, 
can be ascertained from facts; for Mr. Dalrymple has 
remarked, that in those parts of the coast where there is 
little or no trade for slaves, they are actually more indus¬ 
trious than in those places where the trade is carried on. 

Captain Hall says also, that he found cultivation in by 
far the highest state at the island of Feraandipo, so that the 
yams, which were the principal produce there, were made 
to run up like vines upon sticks. But here he observes, 
first, that the natives had great encouragement, for all the 
ships from Calabar, Del Rey, and the Cameroons, sent their 
boats there for these articles, as to the regular market; and, 
secondly, that they had no trade in slaves. 

Mr. Falconbridge also has occasion to observe, that at 
Bonny, the most considerable place for slaves, there was a 
time in the late war when the slave trade was so interrupted, 
as to cease to be carried on, and that on his asking the black 
traders what they had done during this interval, they 
answered they had been obliged to cultivate the earth for 
their support. 

Mr. How' adds, tliat he has been almost upon every set¬ 
tlement, that belongs to the English, on the coast of Africa, 
and that he found the culture always in a higher degree, 
where there was but little of the slave trade, and just the reverse 
where the slave trade w- 's carried on more at large. 



CHAPTER VIII. 


Whether the Slave Trade be not a Grave for the Seamen employed 
in it—and whether a Trade in the Natural Productions of 
Africa would be the same. 

The statements, made by the different evidences of the 
loss of seamen while on board their respective ships, un¬ 
questionably prove the slave trade to be the grave of our ma¬ 
rine : but as an account has been since made for the 
House of Commons expressly upon this point, taking all 
the slave ships promiscuously from the ports of Liverpool 
and Bristol for a number of years back, and made up from 
the muster-rolls of each ship, it will be more proper to 
quote from so general and extensive an account, than from 
the testimony of a few, even the best informed individuals: 

Abstract of such of the Muster-rolls of Liverpool and Bristol 
Slave Skips, as were returned into the Custom-Houses there, 
from September, 1784, to January 5, 1790. 


1 

PERIODS. 

No. of 
Vessels. 

i 

Original 

Crews. 

Died of ori¬ 
ginal Crews. 

Brought 
Home of 
Original 
Crews. 

From 1784 to 1785, .... 

74 1 

2,915 

615 

1,279 

From 1785 to 1786. 

62 

2,163 

436 

944 

From 1786 to 1787, .... 

66 

2,136 

433 

1,073 

From 1787 to 1788, .... 

68 

2,422 

623 i 

1,114 

From 1788 to Jan. 51790, 

80 

2,627 

536 j 

1,350 

Total, 

350 I 

12,263 

! 2,643 

5,760 


It appears first, then, that if we look at the seamen, while 
employed on board their respective ships, and judge of 
them from the above accounts, we shall see the destructive 
nature of the slave trade, for it appears that in 350 vessels 
12,263, seamen were employed, out of whom 2,643 were lost, 
that is to say, that more than a fjth of the vjhole number em¬ 
ployed, or more than seven in every single voyage, perished. 

If again we look at such of them as are discharged or 
desert in the West Indies, where the muster-rolls cease to 
take an account of them, (for so systematical does the 
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management of the trade appear by the second and fourth 
columns, that nearlt/ one-half of thoac leho go out with the 
ships are const.auflg hft behind *), and judge of tlieni by 
what tlie ditferent evidences have to say of them there, we 
shall see great reason to appreliend another very severe 
loss, besides that alreadg statvd to happen among them 
while on board their respective ships. 

To show this in the most unquestionable manner, we may 
begin with Captain Hall (of the merchants’service). The 
crews of the African ships, says he, when they arrive in the 
West Indies, are generally {he does not know a single in- 
sianre to the eontran/)in a siekby, debilitated state, and the 
seamen, who are discharged or desert from those ships in 
the West Indies, are the most miserable objects he ever 
met with, in any country, in his life. He has frequently 
seen them with their toes rotted ojf, their legs swelled to 
the size of their thighs, and in an. ideerated state all over. 
He has seen them on the dilFercnt wharves in the islands of 
Antigua, Barbadoes, and Jamaica, particularly at the two 
last islands. He has also seen them lying under the cranes 
and balconies of the houses near the water-side in Barba- 
does and Jamaica expiring, and some quite dead. He met 
with an instance last July, (1789,) of a dead seaman lying 
on one of the wharves in Bridgetown, Barbadoes, who had 
been landed out of an African ship. 

To confirm the assertion of Captain Hall, of the mer¬ 
chants’ service, that the crews of Guineamen generally 
arrive at their destined ports of sale in a sicklg debilitated 
state, we may appeal to Captain Hall, of the navy, who 
asserts, that in taking men (while in the West Indies) out 
of merchant ships for the king’s service, he has, in taking 
a part of the crew of a Guinea ship, whose number then 
consisted of seventy, been able to select but thirtif, who 
could have been thought capable of serving on board any 
ship of war, and when those thirty were surveyed by order 
of the admiral, he was reprimanded, for bringing such men 
into the service, who were more likely to breed distempers 
than to he of any use, and this at a time when seamen 


# Some of these are again taken up by other Guineamen, but 
very few. When a vessel has once sold her slaves, she requires 
but few seamen to bring her home. 
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were so much wanted, that almost ani/thinf/ would have 
hem taken. He adds also, that this was not a singular 
instance, but that it was generally the case; for he had 
many opportunities between the years 1769 and 1773 of 
seeing’ distresses af crews of Guinea ships, when 
the!/ arrived in the Indies. 

We may appeal also to Captain Smith, of the navy, who 
asserts, that though he may have boarded near twenfg of 
these vessels in the West Indies, for the purpose of impress¬ 
ing men, he was never able to get more than two men. 
The principal reason was the/car of infection, having seen 
many of them in a very disordered and ulcerated state. 

The assertion also of Captain Hall, of the merchants’ ser¬ 
vice, relative to their situation after their arrival at. their des¬ 
tined ports of sale, is contirraed by the rest of the evidences in 
the minutest manner; for the seamen belonging to the slave 
vessels are there described -as lying about the ivharves and 
cr.anes, or wandering about the streets or islands full 
of sores and ulcers, by Jeffreys, Dalryrnple, Ellison, Morley, 
Davison, Baillie, Towne, Bowman, H. Ross, Douglas ,Simp¬ 
son, Thomson, and Forster.'^' The epithets also of sickly^ 
emaciated, abject, deplorable objects, are applied to them. 
They are mentioned again to be destitute and starving, 
and without the means of support, no mercliantmea taking 
them in because they are unable to work, and mcn-of-war 
refusing them for fear of infection. Many of them are also 
described to be lying about in a dying state; and others 
have been actually fomul dead, and the bodies of others 
have been seen carrying by the negroes to be interred. 

As a further proof, and that an undeniable one, that the 
above description of persons is notorious in the islands, it 
appears by the evidence, that they are marked by a pecu¬ 
liar and cant name, according to the sort of place which 
they usually haunt. When they are seen lying about the 
cranes and wharves, they are termed wharjingers, when on 
the beach, and where there are no wharves, Beach-horners, 
and they are known by the appellation of Scowhankm's, at 
Dominique. 

It may be remarked here, that this diseased and forlorn 


*It i« assevtfii! by the evidences, that they never saw any other 
than Guinea seanien in th.it state in the West Indies 
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state of the seamen is so insepfmMc from the slave trade., 
that the different evidences have not only witnessed it at 
Jamaica, Antigua, and Barbadoes, (tlie places mentv ’vied by 
Captain Hall,) but wherever they have seen Guineamen 
arrive, namely at St Vincenfs, Grenada, Dominique, and 
in Noi'th America also.* 

Having now traced the bad effects of the slave trade as 
visible among the seamen, while employed in it, and among 
those also who leave it at the port of delivery, it may be 
proper to add, that they are perceptible among many of 
them, even after their return to their native country ; for 
Mr Falconbridge says, that he was a pupil in the Bristol 
infirmary for twelve months, and that the greatest part of 
the diseased seamen there, in that time, were seamen who 
had belonged to the slave vessels, and tJioiigh these gene¬ 
rally went out of the infirmary better than when they came 
in, yet their health appeared to be so far destroyed as 
never to be able to be perfectly restored. 

As to the question, whether the trade in the natural pro^ 
ductions of Africa would be equally destructive to the sea¬ 
men employed in it as the trade in slaves, there cannot, 
in the nature of things, be that sort of positive evidence as 
in the former case. There are, however, three species of 
presumption from whence some conclusion may be drawn. 

The first is the following. Captain Thompson, when 
on the coast of Africa, lay for several weeks near a vessel, 
which traded in wood, ivory, and gum, (which h a case in 
point,) and he had the best accounts from his officers of 
the healthiness and good order of this ship. This, however, 
is the only vessel of the kind, which any of the evidences 
have seen. 

A second species of presumption is to be entertained 
from the opinion of those who have visited the coast of 


* The reasons why snch immense numbers are left behind in 
the West Indies, as are found in this deplorable state, are the 
following: The seamen leave their ships from ill usage, says 
Ellison. It is usual for captains, say Clappeson and Youngs to 
treat them ill, that they may desert and forfeit their wages. 
Three others state, they are left behind purposely by their cap¬ 
tains ; and Mr. H. Ross adds, in these emphatical words, " that 
tt was no uncommon thing for the captains to send on shore, s 
few hours before they sail, their lame, emaciated, and sick sea- 
Bien; leaviug tlu'iu to perish. 
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Africa. The same Captain Thonipsts-n says, that he does 
not think a trade in the natural production.'! of Africa would 
be so d !mental to the health of the seamen as the slave 
trade, for they would not be liable to so much, unpleasant 
and hard work, or such exposure to dews and weather. 
Mr, Newton asserts also, that such a trade might be car¬ 
ried on without much exposure to weather and ill treatment, 
the natural attendants of the slave-trade;* and Sir George 
Young is of opinion, that a trade in the natural produc¬ 
tions of Africa would not be attended with more incon¬ 
venience to the health of the seamen employed iu it than 
the present West India trade.f 

The third species consists in certain vessels going to the 
same coast, viz: men-of-war, which do not experience the 
same proportion of loss. 

Captain Scott, of the Merlin, which carried one hun¬ 
dred men, lost eight, of whom only four died of the disorders 
of the country. 

Sir George Young, in the ship he commanded, which 
had one hundred men, lost two, who were sickly when they 
left England, and a boy by accident. 

Captain Thompson, of the Nautilus, out of one hundred 
buried one, who died by his own neglect. 

Captain Hills, of the Zephyr, out of ninety buried none. 

Captain Wilson, of the Race-Horse, out of one hun¬ 
dred, did not lose a man. Thus, out of four hundred and 
ninety in the ships of war, only twelve were buried.| 


* It is evid.;nt, that insurrections and contagious disorders from 
tlie slaves n.ust be natural causes of mortality to seamen in slave 
ships, which could not exist in ships in the other trade. 

t it was formerly urged by the enemies of the abrdition, that the 
West India trade was as destructive to seamen as the slave trade; 
Initb}'’ an account made up for the House of Commons, from the 
Muster-rolls of West Indiamen, it appears,; that out of four hun¬ 
dred and sixty-two vessels, c.arrying seven thousand six hundred 
and forty seamen, only one hundred and eighteen were lost, or 
about one in sixty five. 

i It must be remarked, that when Captain Scott lost eight out 
of one hundred, it was in the year 1769, since which great improve¬ 
ments have been made for the health of the seamen; and the edi¬ 
tor knows that the men-of-war, now going to Africa, seldom 
lose a man. 
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Whether the Seamen employed in the Slave Trade be not barbar¬ 
ously used in general, and whether such barbarous usage be 
not peculiar to, or spring out of, the very nature of this trade. 

That the seamen employed in the slave trade are worse 
fed, both in point of quantity and quality of provisions, 
than the seamen in other trades, is allowed by most of the 
evidences, and that they have little or no shelter, niyht or day, 
frmri the inclemency of the weather, during the whole of the 
Middle Passage, is acknowledged by them all. 

With respect to their personal ill usage, the following 
extracts may suffice. 

Mr. Morely asserts that the seamen in all the Guinea- 
men he sailed in, except one, were generally treated with 
great rigor, and many with cruelty. He recollects many 
instances: Mathews, the chief mate of the Venus, Captain 
Forbes, would knock a man down, for any frivolous thing, 
with a cat, a piece of wood, or a cook’s axe, with which he 
once cut a man down the shoulder, by throwing it at him 
in a passion. Captain Dixon likewise, in the Amelia, tied 
up the men, and gave them four or five dozen lashes at a 
time, and then rubbing them with pickles, made use of 
certain vulgar e.xpressions. Mr. Morely also, himself, when 
he was Dixon’s cabin boy, for accidentally breaking a glass, 
was tied to the tiller by the hands, flogged with a cat, and 
kept hanging for some time. 

Mr. Morley has seen the seamen lie and die upon deck. 
They are generally, he says, treated ill when sick. He has 
known men ask to have their wounds or ulcers dressed, and 
has heard the doctor, with oaths, tell them to take their 
own dung and dress them. 

Mr. Ellison also, in describing the treatment in the Briton, 
says, there was a boy on board, whom Wilson, the chief 
mate, was always beating. One morning, in the passage 
out, he had not got the iea-kettle boiled in time for his 
breakfast, upon which, when it was brought, Wilson told 
liira h(? would severely flog him after breakfast. The. boy, 
for fear of this, went into the lee fore chains. When 
1j06 



BARBAROUS USAGE OP SEAMEN IN SLAVE SHIPS. 107 

Wilson came from the cabin, and called for Paddy, (the name 
he went by, being an Irish boy,) he would not come, but 
remained in the fore chains ; on which W^ilson going forward 
and attempting to haul him in, the boy jumped overboard, 
and was drowned. 

Another time, on the Middle Passage, the same AVilson, 
ordered one James Allison, (a man he bad been continually 
beating for trifles,) to go into the women’s room to scrape it. 
Allison said he was not able, for he was very unwell ; upon 
which Wilson obliged him to go down. Observing, how¬ 
ever, that the man did not work, he asked him the reason, 
and was answered as before, “ that he w'as not able.” Upon 
this, Wilson threw a handspike at him, which struck him 
on the breast, and he dropped down, to appearance dead. 
Allison recovered afterwards a little, but died the next day. 

Mr. Ellison relates other instances of ill usage on board 
his own ship, and with respect to instances in others, he says, 
that in all slave ships they are most commonly beaten and 
knocked about for nothing. He I'ecollects that on board the 
Phoenix, a Bristol ship, while lying on the coast, the boat¬ 
swain and five of the crew made their escape in the yawl, but 
were taken up by the natives. When Captain Bishop heard 
it, he ordered them to be kept on shore at Forje, a small 
town at the mouth of Calabar river, chained by the 
necks, legs, and. hands, and to have each a plantain a day 
only. The boatswain, whose name was Tom Jones, and an old 
shipmate of his, and a very good seaman, died raviny mud 
ill his chains there. The other five died in their chains also. 

Mr. Towne, in speaking of the treatment on board the 
Peggy, Captain Davison, says, that their chests were 
brought upon deck, and staved and burnt, and themselves 
turned out from lying below; and if any murmurs were 
heard among them, they were inhumanly beaten with any¬ 
thing that came in the way, or flogged, both legs put in ii ons, 
and chained abaft to the pumps, and there made to work 
points and gaskets during the captain’s pleasure; and very 
often beat just as the captain thought proper. He himself 
has often seen the captain as he has walked by, kick them 
repeatedly, and if they have said anything tliat he might 
deem oflensive, he has immediately called for a stick to be«t 
them with; they, at the same time, having both legs in irons, 
an iron collar about their necks, and a chain ; and when on 
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t’'e coast of Guinea, if not released before their arrival there 
f . their confinement, they were put into the boats, and 
m^at to row backwards and forwards, either with the cap¬ 
tain from ship to ship, or on any other duty, still both legs 
in irons, an iron collar about their necks, with a chain lock¬ 
ed to the boat, and taken out when no other duty was 
required of them at night, and locked fast upon the open 
deck, exposed to the heavy rains and dews, without any¬ 
thing to lie upon, or anything to cover them. This was a 
practice on board the Peggy. 

He says also, that similar treatment prevailed on board 
the Sally, another of the ships in which he sailed. One of 
the seamen had both legs in irons, and a collar about bis 
neck, and was chained to the boat for three months, and 
very often most inhumanly beaten for complaining of his 
situation, both by the captain and other officers. At last 
he became so weak, that he could not sit upon the thwart or 
seat of the boat to row, or do anything else. They then 
put him out of the boat, and made him pick oakum on board 
the ship, with only three pounds of bread a week, and half 
a pound of salt beef per day. He remained in that situation, 
with both his legs in irons, but the latter part of the time 
without a collar. One evening he came aft, during the Mid¬ 
dle Passage, to beg something to eat, or he should die. 
The captain on this inhumanly beat him, and used a great 
number of reproaches, and ordered him to go forward, and 
die and be damned. The man died in the night. The ill 
treatment on board the Sally was general. 

As another particular instance, a landsman, one Edward 
Hilton, was in the boat watering, and complained of his be¬ 
ing long in the boat without meat or drink. The boatswain, 
being the officer, beat him with the boat’s tiller, having no¬ 
thing else, and cut his head in several places, so that when 
he came on board he was all over blood. Mr. Towne asked 
him the reason of it. Hilton began to tell him, but before 
he could properly tell the story, the mate came forward, 
(by order of the Captain,) the surgeon and the boatswain, 
and all of them together, fell to beating him with their 
canes. The surgeon struck him on the side of his eye, so 
that it afterwards mortified, and was lost. He immediately 
had both his legs put in irons, after he had been so beat, 
that he could not stand. The next morning he was put into 
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the boat, on the same duty as before, still remaining with 
both legs in irons, and locked with a chain to the boat, until 
such time as he became so weak, that he was not able to 
remain any longer there. He was then put on board the 
ship, and laid forwards, still in irons, very ill. His allowance 
was immediately stopped, as it was the surgeon’s opinion it 
was the only method of curing any one of them who com¬ 
plained of illness. He remained in that situation, after be¬ 
ing taken out of the boat, for some wrecks after. During 
this time, Mr. Towne was obliged to go to Junk river, and 
on his return he inquired for Hilton, and was told that he 
was lying before the foremast, almost dead. He went and 
spoke to him, but Hilton seemed insensible. The same day 
Mr. Towne received his orders to go a second time in the 
shallop to Junk river. After he had gotten under weigh, 
the commander of the shallop was ordered to bring to, 
and take Hilton in, and leave him on shore anywhere. He 
lived that evening and night out, and died early the next 
morning, and was thrown overboard off Cape Mezzurado. 

Mr. Falconbridge, being called upon also to speak to the 
ill usage of seamen, says that on board the Alexander, 
Captain M’Twggart, he has seen them tied up and flogged 
with the cat frequently. He remembers also an instance of 
an old man, who was boatswain of the Alexander, having 
one night some words wdth the mate, when the boatsw’ain 
was severely beaten, and had one or two of his teeth 
knocked out. The boatswain said he would jump over¬ 
board ; upon which he was tied to the rail of the quarter¬ 
deck, and a pump-bolt put into his mouth by way of 
gagging him. He was then untied, put under the half- 
deck, and a sentinel put over him all night—in the morn¬ 
ing he was released. Mr. Falconbridge always considered 
him as a quiet, inofiensive man. In the same voyage a 
black boy was beaten every day, and one day, after he was 
so beaten, he jumped through one of the gun-ports of the 
cabin into the river. A canoe Avas lying alongside, 
which dropped astern, and picked him up. Mr. Falcon¬ 
bridge gave him one of his own shirts to put on, and 
asked him if he did not expect to be devoured by the 
sharks. The boy said he did, and that it would be much 
better for him to be killed at once, than to be daily 
treated with so much cruelty. 
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Mr. Falconbridge remembers also, on board the same 
ship, that the black cook one day broke a plate. For ♦'his 
he had a fish-gig daried at him, which would certainly have 
destroyed him if he had not stooped or dropped dowoi. At 
another time also, the carpenter’s mate had let his pitch-pot 
catch fire. He and the cook were accordingly both tied up, 
stripped, and flogged, but the cook with the greatest severi¬ 
ty. After that, the cook had salt water and cayenne pepper 
rubbed upon his back. A man also came on board at 
Bonny, belonging to a little ship, (Mr. Falconbridge believes 
the captain’s name w'as Dodson, of Liverpool,) which had 
been overset at New Calabar. This man, when he came 
on board, was in a convalescent state. He was severely 
beaten one night, but for what cause Mr. Falconbridge 
knows not, upon which he came and applied to Mr. Falcon- 
bridge for something to rub his back with. Mr. Falcon- 
bridge was told by the captain not to give him anything, 
and the man was desired to go forward. He WAmt accord¬ 
ingly, and lay under the forecastle. Mr. Falconbridge 
visited him very often, at winch times he complained of his 
bruises. After tbi.‘«, he had a return of his flux, and died 
in about three weeks from the time he was beaten. The last 
words he ever spoke to Mr. Falconbridge were, (after shed¬ 
ding tears,) I cannot imnish him,’* (meaning the captain,) 
“ hut God icUV* These are the most remarkable instances 
which Mr. Falconbridge recollects. He says, however, that, 
the ill treatment was so general, that only three in this ship 
escaped being beaten out of lift}'’ persons. 

To these instances, which fell under the eye.s of the evi¬ 
dences now r-ited. we may add the observations of a gentle¬ 
man, who, though never in the slave trade, had yet great 
opportunities of obtaining information upon this subject. 
Sir Geurge Young remarks, that those seamen, whom he 
saw in the slave trade, while on the coast in a man-of-war, 
complained of their ill treatment, bad feeding, and cruel 
usage. They, all of tliem, wanted to enter on board his ship. 
It was likewise the custom for the seamen of every ship he 
saw at a distance, to come on board him with their boats ; 
most of them quite naked, and threatening to turn pirates, 
if he did not take them. This they told him openly. He 
is persuaded, if he had given them encouragement, and had 
had a ship of the line to have manned, he could have done 
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it in a very short time, for they immld all have left their ships. 
He has also received several seamen on board his ship from 
the woods, where they had no subsisience, but to which they 
had fled for refuge from their respective vessels. 

That the above are not the only instances of barbarity 
contained in the evidence, and that this barbarous usage . 
is peculiar to, or springing out of, the very nature of the 
trade in slaves, may be insisted on from the following 
accounts: 

Captain Hall, of the merchants’ service, believes the sea¬ 
men are in general treated with great barbarity in the 
slave ships, and he does not know of their being ill treated 
in any other service. 

Captain Thompson concludes, from the many complaints 
he received from seamen, while on the coast, that they are 
far from being \vell treated on board the slave ships. One 
Bowden swam from the Fisher, of Liverpool, Captain Ken¬ 
dal,* to the Nautilus, amidst a number of sharks, to claim 
his protection. Kendal wrote for the man, who refused to 
return, saying his life would be endangered. He, therefore, 
kept him in the Nautilus, till she was paid oflf, and found 
him a diligent, willing, active seamen. Several of the crew, 
he thinks, of the Brothers, of Liverpool, Captain Clark, 
swam towards the Nautilus, when passing by. Two only 
reached her. The rest, he believes, regained their own 
ship! The majority of the crew had the day before come 
^ board the Nautilus in a boat to complain of ill usuage, 
but he had returned them with an officer to inquire into 
and redress their complaints. He received many letters 
from seamen in slave ships, complaining of ill usage, and 
desiring him to protect them, or take them on board. He 
is inclined to think, that ships trading in the produce of 
Africa, are not so ill used as those in the slave ships. Several 
of his own officers gave him the best accounts of the treat- 
ment in the Ixfi, a vessel trading for wood, gums, and ivory, 
near which the Nautilus lay for some weeks. 

Lieutenant Simpson says, that on his first voyage, when 
lying at Fort Appolonia, the Fly Gulneaman w^as in the 
roads. On the return of the Adventure’s boat from the 
fort, they were hailed by some seamen belonging to the 
Fly, requesting, that they might be taken from on board 
the Guineaman, and put on board the man-of-war, for 
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that their treatment was such as to make their lives miser¬ 
able. The boat by the direction of Captain Parry, was 
sent to the Fly, and one or two men were brought on board 
him. In his second voyage, he recollects, that on first see¬ 
ing the Albion Guineaman, she carried a press of sail, 
seemingly to avoid them, but finding it impracticable, she 
spoke them; the day after which the captain of the Albion 
brought a seamen on board the Adventure, whom he 
wished to be left there, complaining that he was a verj 
riotous and disorderly man. The man, on the contrary, 
proved very peaceable and well behaved, nor was there one 
single instance of his conduct, from which he could suppose 
he merited the character given him. He seemed to rejoice 
at quitting the Albidn, and informed Mr. Simpson, that he 
was cruelly beaten both by the captain and surgeon, that 
he was half starved, and that the surgeon neglected the 
sick seamen, alleging that he was only paid for attending 
the slaves. He also informed Mr. Simpson, that their 
allowance of provisions was increased, and their treatment 
somewhat better when a man-of-war was on the coast. 
He recollects another instance of a seaman, with a leg 
shockingly ulcerated, requesting a passage in the Adventure 
to England; alleging that he was left behind from a Guinea- 
man. He alleged various instances of ill treatment he had 
received, and confirmed the sailor of the Albion’s account, 
that their allowance of provisions was increased, and treat¬ 
ment better, when a man-of-war was on the coast. Durr 
ing Mr. Simpson’s stay at C. Coast Castle, the Adventurer- 
boat was sent to Annamaboe to the Spy Guineaman; on hef 
return, three men were concealed under her sails, who had 
left the slave ship—they complained their treatment was 
so had, that their lives were miserable on board—beaten 
and half starved. There were various other instances 
which escape his memory. Mr. Simpson says, however, 
that he has n&ver heard any complaints from West Indiamen 
or other merchant ships; on the contrary, they wished to 
avoid a man-of-war ; whereas, if the captain of the Adven¬ 
ture had listened to all the complaints made to him from 
sailors of slave ships, and removed them, he must have 
greatly distressed the African trade. 

Captain Hall, of the navy, speaking on the same subject, 
asserts, that as to peculiar modes of punishment adopted in 
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Gulneaman, he once saw a man chained by the neck in the 
main top of a slave ship, when passing under the stern of 
his Majesty’s ship Crescent, in Kingston bay, St. Vincent’s ; 
and was told by part of the crew, taken.out of the ship, at 
their own regueal, that the man had been there one hundn d 
and twenty days. He says he has great reason to believe, 
that in no trade are seamen so badly treated as in the slave 
trade, from their always flying to men-of~war for ]-edress, 
and whenever they come within reach ; whereas, men from 
West Indian or other trades seldom apply to a ship of war. * 
The last evidence, whom, perhaps, it will appear necessary 
to cite on this occasion, is the Rev. Mr. Newton. This 
gentleman agrees in the ill usage of the seamen alluded 
tOjf and believes that the slave trade itself is a gt'eat cause of 
it, for he thinks that the real or supposed necessity of 
treating the negroes with rigor gradually brings a numb¬ 
ness upon the heart, and renders most of those who are 
engaged in it too indifferent to the sufferings of their fellow- 
creatures; and he supposes there is no trade in which 
seamen are treated with so little humanity as in the African 
slave trade. He has himself seen the sailors, when sick^ 
oeaten for being lazy till they have died under the blows. 


* The circumstance of seamcAi in the slave trade, being desirou-s 
of leaving their ships, and of those in other trades staying by 
ifera, when in sight of men-of-war, is confirmed also by Captains 
Smith r.nd Wilson, of tho navy. 

’ 7, • t It will be proper to meutiou here, tliut several specific facts 
of the ill treatment of seamen in the slave trade have been omit¬ 
ted in these accounts, as well as that this ill usage is confirmed 
by more of the witnesses, viz : Trotter, Dove, Parker, Storey, and 
Forster; on the other hand, about seven captains may be traced, 
three of whose names only are mentioned, (viz : Butler, Smith, and 
Frazer) who have had the merit of going against the current of 
bud example in the abuse of seamen in this trade. If it should 
be asked, how it happens that seamen enter for slave ves.sels, 
when such general ill usage there can hardly fail of being known, 
the reply must be taken from the evidence, “ that whereas some 
of th ?m enter voluntarily, the greater part of them are trepanned, 
for mat it is the business of certain landlords to make them in¬ 
toxicated, and get them into debt, after which ihdr only alternative 
is a Guineaman or ajaU.” 
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CHAPTER X. 


Whetlior it be true, as some say, that the Natives of Africa are 
happier in the European Colonies than in their own Country. 

If there be any of tlie slaves happier in the colonies than 
they were at home, they must be such as were formerly 
slaves in their own country; and if so, the African must be 
shown to be more oppressive than the colonial slavery. 

This, however, is so far from being the case, that, as Mr. 
H. Ross observes, though on another occasion, any compari¬ 
son between the state of the two is an insult to common 
sense.* The slaves in Africa are mentioned by Mr. Towne 
as never ill used by their own people. They are treated, 
says Mr. Kiernan, as Europeans treat people of their omi 
family. They are described again, by Hall and Dalrymple, 
as eating and drinking with their masters. Captain Wilson 
says also, they live with their masters and are not distinguish¬ 
able from them. Mr. Falconbridge never saw any whom, 
by their treatment, he could say vjere slaves. Mr. Wadstrom 
speaks of them as well used, and Mr. Morley, as treated 
with kindness, and better than in the West Indies. 

Now, if the lives of the slaves in Africa should be so 
much happier (as may be seen by comparing the above ac¬ 
counts with those in Chapter IV) than the lives of the 
slaves in the European colonies, it will not be doubted that 
freemen in the former parts of the world must be happier 
than slaves in the latter. 

Though the observations already made might be suffi¬ 
cient (both with respect to such as having been originally 
freemen, and such as having been originally slavesf in 


• Some have even gone so far as to say that they are happier 
than the laboring poor of this country; but it has been most 
amply refuted by Woolrich, Captain Wilson, Jeffreys, Rees, Dean 
of Middleham, and H. Ross, the latter of whom, though he compar¬ 
ed the different circumstances in their respective situations at the 
request of the Committee, prefaced it by saying, that any compari¬ 
son between the state of the two was an insult to coimwn sense. 

t Very few slaves in the West Indies are such as have been 
slaves in Africa, for, says Dalrymple and Wadstrom, there are very 
few slaves in Africa at all, and those who have them, says Morley, 
do not like to sell them. 
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their own country, are sent to the European colonies) to 
disprove the assertion insinuated in the title to tins chapter, 
yet as there are other very strong proofs in the evidence, 
it would be unpardonable not to cite them in the present 
ease. 

Mr. M. Cook has often heard Africans in the West Indies 
express their praise of their own country and their reyret at 
leaving it. Lieutenant Davison observes, it is common for 
sick Africans to say, with pleasure, they arc goiny to die, 
and are going home from this Buccra (or wh ite mail a) 
country. It is also notorious that the Africans, when brought 
into the colonies, frequently destroy themselves. Dr. Har¬ 
rison, Coor, M. Terry, Cook, Fitzmaurice, Clappeson, 
Baillie, Dalrymple, Davison, Dean of Middleham, Captain 
Ross, and Woolrich, all agree in this fact. The causes of it 
are described in general to be ill treatnicnf, the desire of 
returning home, and ihe. preference of death to life when in 
in the situation of slaves, all of which are so many proofs 
of their siqwrior happiness in their own country. It is also 
very remarkable, as we find from Mr Coor, that these acts 
of desperation should have been so frequent as to have 
occasioned it to have passed into an observation, “ that the 
Gold Coast negroes, when driven to despair, always cut 
their throats, and those of the most inland country mostly 
hang themselves. 

To give a few extracts from the evidences on this occa¬ 
sion. A negro boy of his, says Dr. Harrison, detested 
slavery so much that he refused all support, which brought 
on a dropsy that killed him. Another negro, who had 
been a great man in his own country, refused to work for 
any white man, and being thereibre punished by the over¬ 
seer, he desired him to tell his master that he leonld he a 
slave to no man. His master ordered him to be removed 
to another estate. His hands were tied behind him. and 
in going over a bridge he jumped into the wmter and ap¬ 
peared no more. These are two facts of Dr Harrison’s 
own knowledge, out of a great many which he cannot now 
recollect. 

Mr. Fitemaurice has known, too, many suicides, among 
new negroes especially, both by hanging themselves and 
dirt-eating, which they knew to be fatal. He lost one year 
twelve now iiegroos by it, though he fed them well. On 
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his remonstrating’ tliey constantly told him they preferred 
di/ing to Hr in y. A great })roport ion .oi the new negroes, 
that go on sugar-estates, die. in this wag. 

A planter, says Mr. Woolrich, purchased six men slaves 
out of a Guinea ship, and put them on a small island to plant 
cotton. They had a white man with them as overseer, 
who left them of a Saturday night. There were no white 
inhabitants on the island. On the Monday following the 
overseer returned, when he found all the six hanging near 
together in the woods. Mr Woolrich often inquired of the 
most sensible negroes what could be the cause of such 
actions, and the answer was, “ that they wonld rather die 
them lire in the situation they were in.” 

As the last proof in the evidence, and that an irrefraga¬ 
ble one, how much happier the Africans are in their own 
country than in the colonies, may be adduced the great Jog 
wdiich is discovered at their funerals by their fellow-slaves, 
and which joy is said to proceed from the idea that the 
deceased caw returning home. 

Mr. Douglas saw three funerals of Guinea slaves in the 
West Indies. At these funerals, says he, ilieg sing, and are 
merrg, and, naming the deceased, say he is gone to Guinea. 

Great rejoicings, says Cook, are made by African 
negroes at the funerals of each other, from a belief that 
the deceased caw gone to their own country again. 

African negroes says Foster, showed the most extrava¬ 
gant jog at their friends’ funerals, from believing the 
deceased gone hack to their coimtrg. 

Captain Wilson confirms the above by stating that he 
never saw any signs of happiness among the impjoried slaves, 
except at their funerals when they show extravagant jog, 
from a persuasion that the deceased is escaped from slavery 
to his own country. Captain Wilson, however, does not 
stop here, for he goes on to declare, that in Africa their 
funerals are attended icitli the most rnournfid cries. 

It is impossible to conclude this chapter better than by 
an extract from the evidence of Mr. Dalrymple. That 
gentleman says, he might have had the means of putting 
his estate in Grenada under cultivation, as he might have 
liad slaves from the liouse of Backhouse and Tarlton, but 
having had an opportunity when on the coast of African, of 
knowing how happy the negroes were in their own country^ 
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and knowing the unjustifiable means by which tliey were 
made slaves there, their cruel usage when on board ship, 
and tluilr sei:cre iimf/e irJioi in. the Wi'Sl ln<lLc.-<, he could 
not consistently with his ideas of what was right, purchase 
any slav'es, and particularly as he diti not intend to remain 
on the plantation himself. 

Having now mentioned the principal facts contained in 
the evidence offered to Parliament by the petitioners of 
Gre.at Britain, in behalf of the abolition of the slave trade, 
we cannot close this compijation better than in the words of 
Mr. Hercules Ross: he says, “finally, as the resuj|^ of his 
observations and ^nost serious reflection, he hesitates not 
to say, that the trade for slaves ought to be abolished, not 
only as contrary to sound policy, but to the laws of God 
and nature; and were it possible, by the present inquiry, 
to convey a just knowledge of the extensive misery it occa¬ 
sions, every Kingdom of Europe must unite in calling on 
their legislatures to abolish the inhuman traffic. This is 
not a hasty nor a new sentiment, formed on the present 
discussion, which has, in no re.^pect, influenced his judg¬ 
ment. The same opinion he publicly delivered seventeen 
years ago in Kingston, Jamaica, in a society formed of the 
first characters of the place, on debating the following ques¬ 
tion, (proposed, he thinks, by the late Mr. Thomas Hibbert, 
who had been forty or fifty years the most eminent Guinea 
factor there,) “ Whether the trade to Africa for slaves was 
consistent with sound policy, the laws of nature, and mo¬ 
rality V* This discussion occupied several meetings, and 
at last, it was determined by a majority, “ That the trade to 
Africa for slaves, teas neither consistent loith sound policy^ 
the laws of nature, and morality” 


TU£ END. 



